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main point questions lsat are a critical component of the Logical Reasoning
section on the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). These questions require
test-takers to identify the primary conclusion or central idea of a given
argument or passage. Understanding how to approach main point questions
effectively can significantly improve overall LSAT performance. This article
provides a comprehensive guide on the nature of main point questions,
strategies to tackle them, common pitfalls to avoid, and practice techniques.
Additionally, it covers how these questions fit within the broader context of
LSAT Logical Reasoning and the importance of mastering them for a strong test
score. Readers will gain insights into question types, reasoning patterns,
and tips for efficient time management when facing main point questions on
the LSAT.
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Understanding Main Point Questions on the LSAT
Main point questions on the LSAT ask test-takers to determine the primary
claim or conclusion of an argument presented in a stimulus. These questions
evaluate the ability to comprehend the overall purpose of a passage rather
than focusing on minor details or supporting evidence. Typically found in the
Logical Reasoning section, main point questions require an understanding of
argument structure, including premises and conclusions. The questions often
begin with prompts such as "What is the main point of the argument?" or "The
main conclusion of the argument is...". Correctly identifying the main point
is essential for answering many other question types, as it lays the
foundation for logical analysis.

Definition and Purpose
The main point is the central assertion the author intends to prove or
establish through supporting evidence and reasoning. It differs from
premises, which are reasons given to support the conclusion. Recognizing the
main point helps clarify the argument’s direction and helps avoid confusion



caused by extraneous information. In the LSAT context, main point questions
assess critical reading skills, logical analysis, and the test-taker's
ability to synthesize information quickly and accurately.

Typical Question Formats
Main point questions may appear in various formats, but they usually ask for
the primary conclusion or the argument’s overall purpose. Common question
stems include:

“What is the main point of the argument?”

“The author’s primary conclusion is that...”

“Which one of the following best expresses the main point of the
passage?”

“The argument is primarily directed at...”

Recognizing these question stems can help test-takers quickly identify that
the question is a main point question and adjust their strategy accordingly.

Strategies for Answering Main Point Questions
Successfully answering main point questions on the LSAT requires a systematic
approach to analyzing the argument. Employing logical reasoning techniques
and careful reading can lead to more accurate identification of the main
conclusion. Several strategies can enhance performance on these questions.

Identifying Conclusion Indicators
Conclusion indicators are words or phrases that signal the main point of an
argument. Common indicators include “therefore,” “thus,” “hence,”
“consequently,” and “it follows that.” Recognizing these keywords helps
pinpoint where the author states or implies the main conclusion. Conversely,
premise indicators such as “because,” “since,” and “for example” highlight
supporting reasons rather than the central claim.

Summarizing the Argument
After reading the stimulus, briefly summarizing the argument in one or two
sentences can clarify the main point. This summary should focus on the claim
being advanced rather than the evidence or background information.
Paraphrasing the main idea helps avoid confusion caused by complex wording or
distractors.



Eliminating Wrong Answer Choices
Answer choices in main point questions often include statements that are true
but do not capture the argument’s primary conclusion. Test-takers should
eliminate options that represent premises, intermediate conclusions, or
irrelevant information. Focusing on the answer choice that best encapsulates
the argument’s overall purpose leads to the correct response.

Using the “So What?” Test
One effective technique is the “So What?” test. After identifying a possible
main point, ask whether it answers the question “So what?” in relation to the
rest of the argument. The main point should be the statement that the author
wants the reader to accept after considering the supporting evidence.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
While main point questions may seem straightforward, several common errors
can lead to incorrect answers. Understanding these pitfalls and strategies to
avoid them is crucial for LSAT success.

Confusing Premises with the Main Point
One frequent mistake is selecting a premise or supporting detail instead of
the main conclusion. Premises provide reasons to believe the main point but
are not the central claim themselves. Test-takers should carefully
distinguish between evidence and the author’s ultimate assertion.

Choosing Statements That Are Too Broad or Too Narrow
Another error involves selecting answer choices that either overgeneralize or
focus too narrowly on minor aspects of the argument. The main point should
represent the argument’s full scope without adding extraneous information or
leaving out essential elements.

Ignoring the Author’s Perspective
Sometimes, test-takers overlook the author’s intent or viewpoint, leading to
misinterpretation of the main point. It is important to consider who is
making the argument and what their primary claim is, rather than imposing
outside assumptions or opinions.



Rushing Through the Question
Time pressure can cause careless reading and result in missing key conclusion
indicators or misreading the argument’s structure. Allocating sufficient time
to analyze main point questions carefully is essential to avoid such errors.

Practice Techniques for Mastering Main Point
Questions
Improvement in answering main point questions on the LSAT comes from
consistent practice and targeted study. Employing specific techniques can
enhance familiarity and accuracy.

Regular Practice with LSAT Logical Reasoning
Sections
Engaging with actual LSAT Logical Reasoning sections is the most effective
method to build skills. Regular practice helps test-takers recognize
patterns, question types, and common argument structures encountered in main
point questions.

Breaking Down Arguments
Practicing the decomposition of arguments into premises and conclusions
sharpens analytical skills. Writing down the components of an argument can
clarify the logical flow and highlight the main point.

Timed Drills
Since the LSAT is a timed exam, practicing main point questions under timed
conditions improves speed and efficiency. Timed drills simulate real test
conditions and help build endurance and focus.

Reviewing Mistakes Thoroughly
Careful review of incorrect answers reveals patterns of errors and
misunderstandings. Analyzing why an answer choice was wrong and identifying
the correct reasoning solidifies comprehension.

Using Process of Elimination
Practicing elimination of clearly incorrect answers enhances the ability to



narrow down choices quickly. This strategy reduces confusion and increases
the chance of selecting the correct main point.

Role of Main Point Questions within LSAT
Logical Reasoning
Main point questions constitute a fundamental aspect of the LSAT Logical
Reasoning section, which assesses analytical reasoning and critical thinking
skills crucial for law school. These questions test the ability to identify
core arguments, a skill vital for legal analysis and argumentation. Mastery
of main point questions supports success in other Logical Reasoning question
types, such as strengthening, weakening, and inference questions, because
understanding the central claim is essential for evaluating the argument’s
validity.

Contribution to Overall LSAT Performance
Main point questions often carry a moderate level of difficulty and appear
regularly throughout the Logical Reasoning section. Correctly answering these
questions contributes significantly to achieving a high score, as they set
the foundation for comprehending complex legal arguments presented in other
sections of the exam.

Integration with Other LSAT Sections
Beyond Logical Reasoning, skills developed through practicing main point
questions benefit performance in Reading Comprehension and Analytical
Reasoning sections. The ability to identify main ideas and conclusions
supports efficient reading and logical deduction across the entire LSAT.

Importance for Law School and Legal Practice
Identifying main points is not only critical for the LSAT but also essential
for success in law school and legal practice. Lawyers must extract key
conclusions from complex texts and arguments, making proficiency in main
point identification a foundational skill cultivated through LSAT
preparation.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a main point question on the LSAT?
A main point question on the LSAT asks you to identify the primary conclusion
or central idea of a given argument or passage.

How can I identify the main point in an LSAT
argument?
To identify the main point, look for the conclusion indicator words,
summarize the argument’s overall purpose, and distinguish the main conclusion
from supporting evidence or premises.

What strategies help answer main point questions
effectively?
Effective strategies include reading the passage carefully, underlining
conclusion indicators, paraphrasing the argument, and eliminating answer
choices that reflect only evidence or minor points rather than the main
conclusion.

Are main point questions more common in Logical
Reasoning or Reading Comprehension sections?
Main point questions primarily appear in the Logical Reasoning section, where
you analyze short arguments and identify their main conclusions.

What are common traps in main point LSAT questions?
Common traps include answer choices that restate evidence instead of the
conclusion, choices that are too broad or too narrow, and answers that
reflect the author's attitude rather than the argument’s main point.

Can the main point of an argument be implied rather
than explicitly stated?
Yes, sometimes the main point is implied and requires inference by
synthesizing the premises and understanding the argument’s overall purpose.

How important are conclusion keywords in main point
questions?
Conclusion keywords like "therefore," "thus," and "hence" are very helpful
clues to identify the main point, but you should also consider the argument’s
structure and content.



Should I read the entire passage before answering a
main point question?
Yes, reading the entire passage helps you understand the argument’s flow,
identify premises, and accurately determine the main point.

How can practice improve performance on main point
LSAT questions?
Regular practice helps you quickly recognize argument structures, distinguish
conclusions from premises, and avoid common traps, thereby improving accuracy
and speed on main point questions.

Additional Resources
1. LSAT Logic Games Bible
This comprehensive guide focuses on the logic games section of the LSAT,
breaking down various game types and offering strategic approaches to solve
them efficiently. It includes detailed explanations, practice problems, and
tips for time management. The book is ideal for students looking to master
one of the most challenging parts of the LSAT.

2. LSAT Logical Reasoning Bible
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the logical reasoning questions
found on the LSAT. It covers question types, common argument structures, and
critical reasoning techniques. With numerous practice questions and clear
explanations, it helps test-takers improve their ability to identify main
points and evaluate arguments.

3. The PowerScore LSAT Bible Trilogy
Comprising separate volumes on Logical Reasoning, Logic Games, and Reading
Comprehension, this trilogy offers a full spectrum of LSAT preparation. Each
book focuses on breaking down question types, including main point questions,
and offers strategies to tackle them effectively. The series is well-regarded
for its clarity and thoroughness.

4. 10 Actual, Official LSAT PrepTests
Published by the Law School Admission Council, this collection includes ten
real LSAT exams from previous years. Practicing with actual tests allows
students to become familiar with the style and difficulty of main point
questions. Detailed answer explanations help learners understand reasoning
patterns and improve their skills.

5. Manhattan Prep LSAT Logical Reasoning
This guide dives into logical reasoning challenges, emphasizing skills such
as identifying main points, assumptions, and conclusions. It includes drills
and practice sets designed to sharpen analytical thinking. The clear,
systematic approach makes it useful for both beginners and advanced LSAT



students.

6. LSAT Reading Comprehension Bible
Focusing on the reading comprehension section, this book helps students
develop strategies for quickly identifying main ideas and key details within
complex passages. It offers methods for active reading and question analysis
that enhance overall test performance. The book also includes practice
questions tailored to LSAT standards.

7. Kaplan LSAT Prep Plus
Kaplan’s comprehensive LSAT prep book covers all sections of the exam, with
dedicated chapters on logical reasoning and main point questions. It features
practice tests, skill-building exercises, and test-taking strategies. The
content is regularly updated to reflect the latest LSAT formats and question
trends.

8. LSAT Trainer
Authored by Mike Kim, this book emphasizes a holistic approach to LSAT
preparation, including a focus on understanding main points in arguments. It
blends strategy, mindset coaching, and extensive practice drills. The Trainer
is praised for its accessible language and effective methods for improving
logical reasoning skills.

9. PowerScore LSAT Reading Comprehension Bible
This book specifically targets the reading comprehension section, teaching
students how to identify main points, author’s tone, and passage structure.
It provides step-by-step strategies to approach complex passages and answer
related questions accurately. Numerous practice examples help reinforce these
techniques for test day success.
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