
main language of romania
main language of romania is a subject that holds great significance for understanding the country's
culture, history, and communication dynamics. Romania, located in Southeastern Europe, is known for
its rich linguistic heritage and unique language identity. The primary language spoken in Romania
plays a crucial role in shaping national identity and facilitating everyday interactions among its
citizens. This article delves into the details of the main language of Romania, exploring its origins,
characteristics, and the role it plays in modern Romanian society. Furthermore, it examines minority
languages, language policies, and how the main language integrates into education and media. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the linguistic landscape of Romania.
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The Main Language of Romania: Romanian
The main language of Romania is Romanian, a Romance language that evolved from Latin. Romanian
serves as the official language of the country and is spoken by the vast majority of the population,
approximately 85% to 90%. It functions as the primary medium for government, education, media,
business, and daily communication. Romanian is also the mother tongue of ethnic Romanians, who
form the largest ethnic group in the country.

Romanian is a unique Romance language because it has preserved many Latin elements that have
disappeared in other Romance languages. It is written in the Latin alphabet and has absorbed
influences from Slavic, Hungarian, Turkish, and other languages due to Romania’s geographic position
and history.

Historical Background and Origins of Romanian
Understanding the origins of the main language of Romania requires an examination of the country’s
historical and linguistic evolution. Romanian descended from Vulgar Latin, the colloquial form of Latin
spoken by Roman soldiers and settlers during the Roman Empire’s expansion into Dacia, the ancient
territory that roughly corresponds to modern Romania.



Roman Influence and Latin Roots
The Roman conquest of Dacia in the early 2nd century AD was the foundation for the language's Latin
roots. Over centuries, the Latin spoken in the region evolved independently, developing unique
phonetic, grammatical, and lexical features that distinguish Romanian from other Romance
languages.

Influences from Neighboring Languages
Due to Romania’s location at a crossroads between Eastern and Western Europe, Romanian has
incorporated vocabulary and linguistic traits from:

Slavic languages, especially Old Church Slavonic

Hungarian

Greek

Turkish

French and Italian (in modern times)

These influences contribute to the distinctiveness of Romanian within the Romance language family.

Characteristics of the Romanian Language
Romanian exhibits several linguistic features that distinguish it from other Romance languages, yet it
shares common roots with languages such as Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese.

Phonology and Grammar
Romanian phonology includes seven vowels and a set of consonants that reflect both Latin heritage
and Slavic influence. Its grammar is characterized by:

Five noun cases: nominative, accusative, genitive, dative, and vocative

A system of definite and indefinite articles, with the definite article attached as a suffix

Verb conjugations that reflect tense, mood, person, and number

Gender distinctions: masculine, feminine, and neuter



Vocabulary and Lexicon
The Romanian vocabulary is predominantly Latin-based, but it also contains words borrowed from
Slavic, Hungarian, Turkish, and more recent borrowings from French and English. This blend
contributes to the language’s rich lexicon and flexibility.

Minority Languages and Regional Dialects
While Romanian is the main language of Romania, the country is home to several minority languages
spoken by ethnic groups. These minority languages coexist alongside Romanian and reflect
Romania’s multicultural heritage.

Prominent Minority Languages
The most significant minority languages spoken in Romania include:

Hungarian: Spoken primarily in Transylvania, by the Hungarian ethnic minority

Romani: Used by the Roma community across the country

Ukrainian and Russian: Present in northern and eastern border areas

German: Historically spoken in some regions by the Transylvanian Saxons

Turkish and Tatar: Spoken in parts of Dobruja

Regional Romanian Dialects
Romanian itself has several regional dialects, including:

Moldavian dialect

Wallachian dialect

Transylvanian dialect

These dialects exhibit variations in pronunciation, vocabulary, and certain grammatical features but
remain mutually intelligible.

Language in Education and Media
The main language of Romania is central to the country’s educational system and media landscape.
Romanian is the primary language of instruction in schools and universities, ensuring linguistic unity



and cultural continuity.

Language Education Policies
Romania’s education system mandates Romanian language proficiency at all levels, from primary to
tertiary education. Minority languages are also taught in specific areas with significant minority
populations, supporting bilingualism and cultural preservation.

Media and Communication
Most Romanian television, radio, newspapers, and digital media operate in Romanian, making it the
dominant language for public discourse, news, and entertainment. Minority languages have dedicated
media outlets as well, but Romanian remains the lingua franca across all platforms.

Romanian Language in the Context of Europe
As a member of the European Union, Romania’s main language holds an important place within the
broader European linguistic landscape. Romanian is one of the 24 official languages of the EU,
reflecting its significance at the continental level.

Romanian and European Linguistic Diversity
Romanian’s status as a Romance language distinguishes it from most other Eastern European
languages, which are predominantly Slavic. This unique position highlights Romania’s cultural and
historical ties to Western Europe, especially Italy and France.

International Use and Diaspora
Romanian is spoken by millions of people worldwide, especially in countries with Romanian diaspora
communities such as Italy, Spain, the United States, and Canada. This international presence
reinforces the importance of the main language of Romania beyond its national borders.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main language spoken in Romania?
The main language spoken in Romania is Romanian.

Is Romanian the official language of Romania?
Yes, Romanian is the official language of Romania.



What language family does Romanian belong to?
Romanian belongs to the Romance language family.

Are there any regional languages spoken in Romania besides
Romanian?
Yes, besides Romanian, minority languages such as Hungarian, Romani, and German are spoken in
some regions of Romania.

How similar is Romanian to other Romance languages?
Romanian shares similarities with Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese but has unique features
influenced by Slavic languages and others.

Is Romanian written using the Latin or Cyrillic alphabet?
Romanian is written using the Latin alphabet.

Additional Resources
1. "Romanian: An Essential Grammar"
This comprehensive guide offers a clear and detailed overview of Romanian grammar. It is suitable for
learners at all levels, from beginners to advanced students. The book explains key grammatical
concepts, including verb conjugations, noun cases, and sentence structure, with practical examples. It
also includes exercises to reinforce learning and improve language proficiency.

2. "Colloquial Romanian: The Complete Course for Beginners"
Designed for self-study or classroom use, this book introduces the basics of Romanian language and
culture. It focuses on everyday conversations and practical vocabulary, helping learners to
communicate effectively in real-life situations. The accompanying audio material supports
pronunciation and listening skills. It is an ideal starting point for those new to Romanian.

3. "Romanian Short Stories for Beginners"
This collection of engaging short stories is tailored to learners of Romanian. Each story is written using
simple language and accompanied by vocabulary lists and comprehension questions. The book helps
improve reading skills while exposing readers to Romanian culture and traditions. It’s a fun and
educational resource for language learners.

4. "Teach Yourself Romanian"
A popular language learning book that covers speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills. It
provides structured lessons, grammar explanations, and cultural insights to help learners build a solid
foundation. The book also includes exercises and an audio CD to enhance pronunciation and listening
comprehension. Suitable for both beginners and intermediate learners.

5. "Romanian Vocabulary for English Speakers – 3000 Words"
This vocabulary book is ideal for expanding your Romanian lexicon with the most frequently used
words. The words are grouped by topic, making it easier to learn and remember them. It is useful for



both beginners and advanced learners who want to improve their vocabulary quickly. The book also
includes example sentences to demonstrate word usage.

6. "A Grammar of the Romanian Language"
An in-depth scholarly work that explores the complexities of Romanian grammar. It is particularly
useful for linguists, advanced students, and those interested in the structural aspects of the language.
The book covers morphology, syntax, phonetics, and historical development of Romanian. It serves as
a valuable reference for serious study.

7. "Romanian-English/English-Romanian Dictionary"
This bilingual dictionary is an essential tool for learners and translators. It contains thousands of
entries, including idiomatic expressions and technical terms. The clear layout and pronunciation
guides help users find and understand words quickly. It is a practical resource for everyday use and
language study.

8. "Romanian Proverbs and Sayings: A Cultural Guide"
This book explores traditional Romanian proverbs and sayings, providing insight into the culture and
mindset of Romanian speakers. Each proverb is explained in English with examples of usage. The
book is both educational and entertaining, enriching language learners’ understanding of Romanian
heritage.

9. "Learn Romanian Through Stories: Intermediate Level"
Aimed at learners who have mastered the basics, this book uses longer and more complex stories to
develop language skills. It includes vocabulary lists, grammar notes, and comprehension questions for
each story. The engaging narratives help improve reading fluency and deepen cultural knowledge,
making it suitable for intermediate learners seeking to advance.
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