
main clause and subordinate clause worksheet

main clause and subordinate clause worksheet is an essential educational resource designed to help students
understand the structure and function of different types of clauses within sentences. This article
thoroughly explores the components of main clauses and subordinate clauses, their roles in sentence
construction, and how worksheets can effectively reinforce this knowledge. Understanding these
grammatical elements is critical for developing advanced writing and comprehension skills. The article also
provides guidance on how to use a main clause and subordinate clause worksheet to improve sentence
analysis and composition. Additionally, it covers common challenges learners face and strategies for
overcoming them. The following sections will delve into the definitions, examples, types, and practical
applications of these clauses, culminating in best practices for utilizing worksheets in educational settings.
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Understanding Main Clauses and Subordinate Clauses
A clear grasp of main clauses and subordinate clauses forms the foundation of effective sentence
construction. A main clause, also known as an independent clause, contains a subject and a predicate and
expresses a complete thought. It can stand alone as a sentence. In contrast, a subordinate clause, or
dependent clause, also contains a subject and a verb but cannot stand alone because it does not express a
complete idea. Instead, it depends on the main clause to provide meaning. Recognizing the difference
between these two types of clauses is crucial for parsing complex sentences and improving writing clarity.

Definition and Characteristics of a Main Clause
A main clause is a group of words that includes a subject and a verb and forms a complete sentence on its
own. It can stand independently and convey a full thought. For example, in the sentence, "She runs every



morning," the clause is a main clause because it has both a subject ("She") and a verb ("runs") and expresses a
complete idea.

Definition and Characteristics of a Subordinate Clause
A subordinate clause is a clause that cannot stand alone as a sentence because it does not express a complete
thought. It functions as a part of a sentence and depends on the main clause to complete its meaning.
Subordinate clauses often begin with subordinating conjunctions such as "because," "although," "if," and
"when." For example, in "Although she was tired, she finished her work," the phrase "Although she was
tired" is a subordinate clause providing additional information.

Types of Subordinate Clauses
Subordinate clauses can be classified into several types based on their function within a sentence.
Understanding these types helps learners identify how subordinate clauses contribute meaning and
structure. The primary categories include noun clauses, adjective (relative) clauses, and adverbial clauses.

Noun Clauses
Noun clauses function as a noun within a sentence, acting as subjects, objects, or complements. They often
begin with words such as "that," "what," "who," or "whether." For example, "What she said surprised
everyone" contains a noun clause "What she said" acting as the subject.

Adjective (Relative) Clauses
Adjective clauses modify nouns or pronouns and usually start with relative pronouns like "who," "whom,"
"whose," "which," or "that." An example is "The book that you gave me is fascinating," where "that you
gave me" is an adjective clause modifying "book."

Adverbial Clauses
Adverbial clauses modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs by providing information about time, reason,
condition, manner, or place. They typically begin with subordinating conjunctions such as "because," "if,"
"when," "although," and "since." For instance, "She stayed home because she was sick" includes the adverbial
clause "because she was sick" explaining the reason.



Features and Functions of Main Clauses
Main clauses serve as the backbone of sentence structure, conveying the primary message. Their key
feature is their ability to stand alone as complete sentences. They can be simple or combined with
subordinate clauses to form complex sentences, which add depth and detail to writing.

Independence in Sentence Structure
Main clauses maintain independence, meaning they do not require additional information to be understood.
This independence allows them to function as complete sentences, making them fundamental units of
communication.

Combining with Subordinate Clauses
Main clauses often combine with subordinate clauses to create complex sentences, which enhance sentence
variety and express nuanced ideas. For example, "I will call you when I arrive" contains the main clause "I
will call you" and the subordinate clause "when I arrive."

How to Use a Main Clause and Subordinate Clause Worksheet
A main clause and subordinate clause worksheet is a practical tool designed to assist learners in identifying
and differentiating between independent and dependent clauses. These worksheets typically include
definitions, examples, and exercises that require students to analyze sentences, underline or highlight
clauses, and sometimes rewrite sentences for clarity.

Features of an Effective Worksheet
Effective worksheets on main and subordinate clauses include clear explanations of concepts, varied
sentence examples, and incremental difficulty levels. They often provide exercises such as:

Identifying main and subordinate clauses within sentences

Labeling different types of subordinate clauses

Combining clauses to form complex sentences

Correcting sentence fragments or run-ons



Benefits in the Classroom
Using a main clause and subordinate clause worksheet in the classroom supports active learning and
reinforces grammar skills through practice. It helps students become more confident in sentence
construction, improves reading comprehension, and prepares learners for more advanced writing tasks.

Examples and Practice Exercises
Practical examples and exercises are vital for mastering the distinction between main clauses and
subordinate clauses. Below are sample sentences followed by explanations illustrating the identification of
each clause type.

Example Sentences

Main clause: "She enjoys reading."1.

This sentence contains only a main clause with a complete thought.

Complex sentence: "Although it was raining, we went for a walk."2.

"Although it was raining" is the subordinate clause, and "we went for a walk" is the main clause.

Noun clause example: "I believe that honesty is important."3.

"That honesty is important" is a noun clause acting as the object of the verb "believe."

Practice Exercise
Identify the main clause and subordinate clause(s) in the following sentence:

"If you study hard, you will pass the exam."

Answer: The main clause is "you will pass the exam." The subordinate clause is "If you study hard," which
provides a condition.



Common Challenges and Tips for Mastery
Many learners encounter difficulties distinguishing between main clauses and subordinate clauses due to
their similar structures. Common challenges include confusing sentence fragments for complete sentences
and misidentifying the function of subordinate clauses.

Typical Difficulties

Recognizing subordinate clauses that appear at the beginning or end of sentences

Distinguishing between different types of subordinate clauses

Correctly punctuating complex sentences with dependent clauses

Avoiding sentence fragments caused by incomplete subordinate clauses

Strategies for Improvement
To overcome these challenges, learners should practice regularly with worksheets focused on clause
identification and sentence combining. Additionally, reading complex sentences aloud can help in
recognizing natural pauses and clause boundaries. Teachers and students should emphasize understanding
the role of subordinating conjunctions and relative pronouns as key indicators of subordinate clauses.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a main clause in a sentence?
A main clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a predicate and expresses a complete thought.
It can stand alone as a complete sentence.

What is a subordinate clause?
A subordinate clause is a group of words that has a subject and a verb but does not express a complete
thought and cannot stand alone as a sentence. It depends on a main clause to make sense.



How can a worksheet help in identifying main and subordinate clauses?
A worksheet provides structured practice by giving sentences where students can underline or label parts
as main or subordinate clauses, helping to reinforce their understanding.

What are common subordinating conjunctions to look for in a subordinate
clause?
Common subordinating conjunctions include because, although, since, if, when, while, after, before, and
unless.

Can a sentence have more than one subordinate clause?
Yes, a sentence can have more than one subordinate clause, each providing additional information to the
main clause.

How do main and subordinate clauses work together in complex
sentences?
In complex sentences, the main clause expresses the central idea, while subordinate clauses add extra
details, reasons, conditions, or time information related to the main clause.

What activities are typically included in a main clause and subordinate
clause worksheet?
Activities often include identifying and labeling clauses, combining sentences to form complex sentences,
and rewriting sentences by adding subordinate clauses.

Why is it important for students to learn about main and subordinate
clauses?
Understanding main and subordinate clauses helps students improve sentence structure, vary sentence
complexity, and enhance writing clarity and coherence.

How can teachers assess students' understanding using a main and
subordinate clause worksheet?
Teachers can assess understanding by reviewing students' ability to correctly identify, label, and use main
and subordinate clauses in exercises and writing tasks.



Are there digital resources available for practicing main and subordinate
clauses?
Yes, many online platforms offer interactive worksheets and exercises that help students practice
identifying and using main and subordinate clauses.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Main and Subordinate Clauses: A Comprehensive Worksheet Collection
This book offers a wide range of worksheets designed to help students identify and use main and
subordinate clauses effectively. It includes exercises that gradually increase in difficulty, allowing learners
to build their understanding step-by-step. Ideal for classroom use or individual practice, it also provides clear
explanations and examples to reinforce learning.

2. Grammar Foundations: Main and Subordinate Clauses Practice Workbook
Focused on the fundamentals of sentence structure, this workbook provides targeted practice on main and
subordinate clauses. It features varied activities such as sentence combining, clause identification, and error
correction. The workbook supports both teachers and students in mastering complex sentence formation.

3. Understanding Complex Sentences: Main and Subordinate Clause Worksheets
Designed to deepen comprehension of complex sentences, this book offers engaging worksheets that
emphasize distinguishing between main and subordinate clauses. It includes real-world examples and
contextual exercises that encourage critical thinking about sentence construction. The resource is suitable
for upper elementary to middle school students.

4. Clause Quest: Interactive Worksheets on Main and Subordinate Clauses
This interactive workbook uses fun, game-like activities to teach students about main and subordinate
clauses. Through puzzles, matching exercises, and sentence-building tasks, learners develop confidence in
identifying and using clauses correctly. The book also includes answer keys for self-assessment.

5. Sentence Structure Simplified: Main and Subordinate Clause Exercises
A practical guide for students struggling with complex sentence structures, this book breaks down the
concept of clauses into manageable lessons. Each worksheet focuses on specific skills such as clause
identification, punctuation, and sentence combining. The clear layout and concise instructions make it
accessible for diverse learning levels.

6. From Simple to Complex: Worksheets on Main and Subordinate Clauses
This resource takes students on a progression from simple sentences to complex ones, emphasizing the role
of main and subordinate clauses. It includes step-by-step worksheets that build syntactic awareness and
improve writing skills. Teachers will appreciate the detailed teaching notes accompanying each exercise.

7. Grammar Drill: Main and Subordinate Clause Worksheets for ESL Learners



Tailored for English as a Second Language learners, this book provides focused practice on main and
subordinate clauses with culturally relevant examples. The worksheets foster both accuracy and fluency in
sentence construction, aiding ESL students in mastering complex grammar structures. It also includes tips
for educators on adapting lessons.

8. Advanced Grammar Practice: Complex Sentences and Clause Identification
This advanced workbook challenges students to analyze and create sentences with multiple clauses,
enhancing their grammatical precision. It features varied exercises, including clause combining,
transformation, and error analysis. Perfect for high school students aiming to refine their writing and
comprehension skills.

9. Teaching Clauses Made Easy: Worksheets and Strategies for Main and Subordinate Clauses
Aimed at educators, this book combines practical worksheets with instructional strategies for teaching main
and subordinate clauses. It offers methods to engage students in understanding sentence structure and
provides assessment tools to monitor progress. The resource supports differentiated instruction to meet
diverse classroom needs.
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