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M John Harrison Empty Space is an intriguing concept that encapsulates not
just a physical void, but also serves as a metaphorical space within
literature and the human experience. M. John Harrison, a prolific British
author known for his unique contributions to speculative fiction, uses the
notion of "empty space" in various ways throughout his work, prompting
readers to explore the intersections of absence, imagination, and reality. In
this article, we will delve into Harrison's exploration of empty space as it
relates to his narratives, characters, and the broader implications for
science fiction as a genre.

The Concept of Empty Space in Literature

Empty space in literature often represents more than just a physical absence;
it can symbolize emotional voids, existential crises, and the unknown.
Harrison's work frequently employs this concept to challenge readers'
perceptions of reality and encourage deeper reflection on the human
condition.

The Role of Absence

1. Character Development: Harrison's characters often grapple with their
inner voids, which propel their development throughout the narrative. For
example:
- Loss: Characters may confront the absence of loved ones, leading to
profound changes in their psyche.
- Isolation: Many protagonists find themselves in situations where they are
physically or emotionally isolated, reflecting on their existence.

2. Plot Dynamics: The concept of empty space influences the trajectory of the
plot. Key events may occur in the absence of characters, suggesting that what
is not present can be as impactful as what is.

3. World-Building: Harrison constructs worlds that often feel incomplete or
fragmented, echoing the theme of emptiness. This allows readers to engage
with the narrative in a more profound way, filling in the gaps with their own
interpretations.


