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Lynching in the West 1850-1935: Ken Gonzales-Day

Lynching in the American West from 1850 to 1935 is a significant yet often overlooked chapter in the
history of racial violence in the United States. This brutal practice, which involved extrajudicial killings
usually carried out by mobs, was not confined to the Southern states but extended into the western
territories and states. The work of contemporary artist Ken Gonzales-Day has shed light on this dark
period, challenging traditional narratives and emphasizing the need for awareness and understanding
of these historical events. Gonzales-Day's artistic approach explores the intersections of race,
memory, and violence, prompting society to confront its past. This article delves into the history of
lynching in the West, the cultural impact of Gonzales-Day's work, and the ongoing relevance of these
themes in contemporary discourse.

The Historical Context of Lynching in the West

Lynching in the West was deeply intertwined with the region's complex social dynamics, including
issues of race, power, and justice. The era from 1850 to 1935 saw an influx of diverse populations,
including European immigrants, Indigenous peoples, and African Americans, particularly in the
aftermath of the Civil War. This demographic shift often led to tensions and conflicts, which were
frequently resolved through violence.



