
lsat writing example essay
LSAT writing example essay is a crucial component of the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). It
serves as a demonstration of a candidate's ability to communicate effectively in writing, which is an
essential skill for any aspiring lawyer. Although the LSAT writing sample does not contribute to your
score, law schools often review it as part of the application process. In this article, we will explore the
structure, purpose, and tips for writing an effective LSAT sample essay, along with examples that can
guide you in crafting your own.

Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample is an unscored component of the exam that typically comes at the end of the
test. It requires test-takers to write an essay based on a given prompt. The essay must present a
clear argument and demonstrate logical reasoning, organization, and clarity of thought.

The Purpose of the LSAT Writing Sample

The primary purpose of the LSAT writing sample is to assess your ability to:

1. Communicate Clearly: Law schools want to see that you can articulate your thoughts in a coherent
manner.
2. Formulate Logical Arguments: You need to demonstrate critical thinking and the ability to construct
a persuasive argument.
3. Organize Your Writing: A well-structured essay reflects your ability to organize information logically.
4. Demonstrate Appropriate Language Usage: Your command of grammar, punctuation, and
vocabulary is evaluated.

Structure of the LSAT Writing Sample

To write an effective LSAT essay, you should follow a clear structure. Here’s a suggested outline:

1. Introduction

- Begin with a brief introduction of the topic.
- State your position or the argument you will be making.
- Provide a roadmap of your essay’s main points.

2. Body Paragraphs



- Each paragraph should focus on a single point that supports your overall argument.
- Start each paragraph with a clear topic sentence.
- Provide evidence or examples to support your claims.
- Transition smoothly between paragraphs to maintain flow.

3. Conclusion

- Summarize your main points.
- Restate your position in a powerful way.
- Leave the reader with a final thought or call to action.

Tips for Writing an Effective LSAT Sample Essay

Writing a strong LSAT essay requires practice and preparation. Here are some tips to help you
succeed:

1. Practice with Prompts

Familiarize yourself with common LSAT writing prompts. Practice writing essays based on these
prompts to build your confidence and improve your skills.

2. Time Management

You will have 35 minutes to complete the writing sample. Practice pacing yourself to ensure you have
enough time to plan, write, and review your essay.

3. Focus on Clarity

Use clear and concise language. Avoid jargon or overly complex sentences that might confuse the
reader. Remember that clarity is key in legal writing.

4. Review for Grammar and Style

After writing your essay, take a few minutes to review it for grammatical errors, punctuation
mistakes, and awkward phrasing. A polished essay will leave a better impression.



5. Use Examples Effectively

Incorporate specific examples to support your arguments. This not only strengthens your position but
also demonstrates your ability to apply concepts in real-world scenarios.

Example LSAT Writing Prompts

To give you an idea of what to expect, here are a few example LSAT writing prompts:

1. Prompt Example 1: "Some people believe that a college education should focus primarily on
preparing students for the workforce. Others argue that college should be a time for personal
development and exploration. Discuss both views and provide your own perspective."

2. Prompt Example 2: "In today’s digital age, some argue that social media has a negative impact on
society. Others believe it fosters connection and communication. Analyze both sides and explain your
position."

3. Prompt Example 3: "There is an ongoing debate about whether governments should regulate the
use of artificial intelligence. Discuss the arguments for and against regulation and present your own
viewpoint."

Sample LSAT Writing Example Essay

Here’s a sample essay based on one of the prompts provided above:

Prompt: "Some people believe that a college education should focus primarily on preparing students
for the workforce. Others argue that college should be a time for personal development and
exploration. Discuss both views and provide your own perspective."

Essay:

In today’s rapidly evolving job market, the purpose of a college education has become a contentious
issue. On one hand, many argue that college should primarily prepare students for the workforce. On
the other hand, some believe that college should be a time for personal development and exploration.
While both perspectives hold merit, I contend that a balanced approach is essential for a well-rounded
education.

Proponents of workforce-oriented education argue that the primary goal of college should be to equip
students with the skills necessary for their future careers. With rising tuition costs and increasing
student debt, many students feel pressured to choose majors that lead directly to employment
opportunities. For instance, fields such as engineering, nursing, and computer science are highly
valued in the job market, and students pursuing these degrees often secure well-paying positions
shortly after graduation. By focusing on career preparation, colleges can ensure that graduates
possess the practical skills that employers seek.

Conversely, advocates for personal development emphasize the importance of a holistic educational



experience. College is often seen as a time for self-discovery, where students can explore diverse
subjects and engage in critical thinking. This exploration fosters creativity and innovation, qualities
that are invaluable in any profession. For example, a student majoring in philosophy may develop
strong analytical skills that can be applied in various fields, including law, business, and public policy.
By encouraging personal growth and exploration, colleges can produce well-rounded individuals who
contribute meaningfully to society.

In conclusion, while it is crucial for colleges to prepare students for the workforce, it is equally
important to provide opportunities for personal development. A balanced educational approach allows
students to acquire practical skills while also fostering creativity and critical thinking. Ultimately, this
combination will lead to a more adaptable and innovative workforce, ready to tackle the challenges of
the future.

Final Thoughts

The LSAT writing example essay is your opportunity to showcase your writing and reasoning skills to
potential law schools. By understanding the structure, purpose, and effective strategies for writing
your essay, you can craft a compelling piece that reflects your abilities. Remember, practice makes
perfect, and with the right preparation, you can excel in the LSAT writing sample.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LSAT writing sample and why is it important?
The LSAT writing sample is a 35-minute unscored section of the LSAT that assesses your ability to
construct a coherent argument and communicate effectively. It is important because law schools use
it to evaluate your writing skills and ability to articulate complex ideas.

How should I structure my LSAT writing sample essay?
You should structure your essay with a clear introduction that presents your thesis, followed by body
paragraphs that support your argument with reasons and examples, and a conclusion that
summarizes your main points and reinforces your position.

What are common topics for the LSAT writing sample?
Common topics include ethical dilemmas, policy decisions, or hypothetical scenarios that require you
to choose between two options and justify your choice. The prompts are designed to evaluate critical
thinking and persuasive writing skills.

Can I use outside knowledge in my LSAT writing sample?
Yes, you can use outside knowledge, but it is essential to focus on the information provided in the
prompt. Your argument should be clear and based on logical reasoning rather than extensive external
knowledge.



How can I practice for the LSAT writing sample?
You can practice by reviewing sample prompts, writing essays within the time limit, and then
critiquing your work or seeking feedback. Additionally, studying the structure of effective arguments
can help improve your writing.

What should I avoid in my LSAT writing sample?
Avoid vague language, unsupported claims, and overly complex sentences. It’s also important to
steer clear of emotional appeals that lack logical backing, as well as straying from the prompt's
parameters.

How is the LSAT writing sample evaluated?
The LSAT writing sample is evaluated based on clarity, organization, and the effectiveness of your
argument. While it is not scored, law schools may review it as part of your application to assess your
writing and reasoning skills.
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