
lp smartside installation guide

LP SmartSide installation guide is essential for anyone looking to enhance their home’s exterior while
ensuring durability and longevity. LP SmartSide is a popular engineered wood siding product known for
its strength, versatility, and aesthetic appeal. Installing it correctly can make a significant difference in
performance and appearance. This guide will walk you through the steps required to install LP SmartSide
siding, the tools you'll need, and some tips to ensure a successful project.

Understanding LP SmartSide

LP SmartSide is made from wood strands, which are bonded together using advanced technology to create
a strong and resilient product. It is specifically designed to resist moisture, termites, and fungal decay,
making it an excellent choice for various climates. Additionally, LP SmartSide comes in various styles and
finishes, allowing homeowners to select the look that best suits their preferences.

Tools and Materials Required

Before you begin the installation process, gather the necessary tools and materials. Here’s a comprehensive
list to help you prepare:

Tools Needed

Measuring tape

Level

Framing square

Utility knife

Caulking gun

Hammer or nail gun

Safety goggles



Dust mask

Chalk line

Scaffolding or ladders

Materials Needed

LP SmartSide siding panels

LP SmartSide trim boards

Fasteners (galvanized or stainless steel nails)

Housewrap or vapor barrier

Caulk for sealing joints

Paint or stain (if not pre-finished)

Preparing for Installation

Proper preparation is key to a successful installation. Follow these steps:

1. Check Local Building Codes
Before starting, consult local building codes and regulations to ensure compliance. This may include
requirements about siding materials, insulation, and fire safety.

2. Inspect the Wall Surface
Ensure that the wall surface is clean, dry, and free from rot or damage. If you’re replacing existing siding,
remove it and repair any underlying issues.



3. Install Housewrap
Housewrap provides an extra layer of moisture protection. Follow these steps to install it:

Start at the bottom and work your way up, overlapping each row by at least 6 inches.

Secure the housewrap with staples or tape as recommended by the manufacturer.

Ensure that all windows and doors are properly flashed and sealed.

Installing LP SmartSide Siding

Once the preparation is complete, you’re ready to start installing LP SmartSide. Follow these steps:

1. Measure and Cut the Siding
Accurate measurements are crucial. Here’s how to do it:

Measure the height of the wall and cut the siding panels to size, allowing for a 1/8 inch gap at the
bottom for drainage.

For corners, you may need to cut the panels at a 45-degree angle for a clean finish.

2. Begin Installation at the Bottom
Start from the bottom of the wall and work your way up:

Use a chalk line to mark a level line where the first row of siding will be installed.

Position the first panel against the wall, ensuring it is level and flush with the chalk line.

Nail the panel in place using the recommended fasteners, typically every 16 inches along the studs.



3. Install Additional Panels
For subsequent panels:

Overlap the edges of the panels according to the manufacturer’s specifications, usually by about 1
inch.

Continue nailing each panel in place, ensuring they are level and aligned.

4. Trim and Finish Edges
After installing the siding:

Install trim boards around windows, doors, and corners to give a finished look.

Use caulk to seal any gaps between the trim and the siding or wall.

Post-Installation Care

Once the installation is complete, it’s essential to take care of your new siding to ensure its longevity.

1. Inspect Regularly
Make it a habit to inspect the siding at least once a year for signs of damage or wear. Look for:

Cracks or chips in the panels

Signs of moisture build-up or mold

Damage from pests

2. Clean the Siding
Keep the siding clean to maintain its appearance:



Use a soft brush or cloth with mild soap and water to remove dirt and grime.

Avoid harsh chemicals that can damage the finish.

3. Repaint or Stain as Needed
Depending on the finish, you may need to repaint or stain the siding every few years. Always use
products recommended by the manufacturer.

Conclusion

Following this LP SmartSide installation guide can lead to a successful and rewarding home improvement
project. By choosing LP SmartSide, you are investing in a durable and attractive exterior that will enhance
the beauty and value of your home. Remember to take your time during the installation process, adhere to
local building codes, and perform regular maintenance to keep your siding in top condition. With the right
tools, materials, and guidance, you’ll achieve a professional finish that you can be proud of for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools are required for LP SmartSide installation?
To install LP SmartSide, you will need tools such as a measuring tape, level, circular saw, nail gun,
hammer, safety goggles, and a utility knife.

How do I prepare the surface before installing LP SmartSide?
Ensure the surface is clean, dry, and free of any debris. It's important to install LP SmartSide over a
properly framed wall with a moisture barrier.

What is the recommended spacing for LP SmartSide panels?
LP SmartSide panels should be installed with a gap of at least 1/8 inch between panels to allow for
expansion and contraction due to temperature changes.

Can LP SmartSide be painted or stained?
Yes, LP SmartSide can be painted or stained. It is recommended to use a high-quality exterior paint or stain



that is specifically designed for wood products.

What is the recommended nailing pattern for LP SmartSide?
The recommended nailing pattern is to use 6d or 8d nails driven at a 45-degree angle, spacing them 16
inches apart along the edges and every 24 inches in the field of the panel.

Is a moisture barrier necessary when installing LP SmartSide?
Yes, a moisture barrier is essential when installing LP SmartSide to prevent moisture intrusion and protect
the integrity of the panels.

How do I cut LP SmartSide panels during installation?
LP SmartSide panels can be cut using a circular saw or a utility knife. Always wear safety goggles and a
dust mask when cutting to protect against dust and debris.

What maintenance is required after installing LP SmartSide?
Regular maintenance includes checking for any signs of damage, cleaning the surface, and repainting or
restaining as needed to protect against weather elements.
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