
lower decks episode guide

Lower decks episode guide serves as a comprehensive resource for fans and newcomers alike who wish to
explore the animated series "Star Trek: Lower Decks." This series, which premiered in August 2020, offers
a fresh and humorous take on the beloved Star Trek franchise by focusing on the lesser-known crew
members serving on a Starfleet ship, specifically the USS Cerritos. With its engaging storytelling, vibrant
animation, and clever nods to Star Trek lore, "Lower Decks" has carved out a unique niche within the
expansive Star Trek universe. This article will delve into the episode guide, exploring key themes,
character arcs, and notable episodes.

Overview of Star Trek: Lower Decks

"Star Trek: Lower Decks" is created by Mike McMahan, who previously worked on "Rick and Morty." The
series is set in the 2380s, after the events of "Star Trek: Voyager" and before "Star Trek: Discovery." It
focuses on the support crew of the USS Cerritos, a mid-level starship tasked with exploring strange new
worlds while dealing with the daily absurdities of life in Starfleet. The main characters include:

- Beckett Mariner: A rebellious ensign who is often at odds with authority.
- Brad Boimler: A by-the-book ensign who aspires to rise through the ranks of Starfleet.
- Tendi: A fresh recruit from the Orion species, eager to prove her worth.
- Rutherford: A cyborg engineer with a penchant for adventure and mischief.

The series combines humor with heartfelt moments, appealing to both hardcore Star Trek fans and casual
viewers.

Season 1 Episode Guide

The inaugural season of "Lower Decks" consists of ten episodes, each lasting approximately 25 minutes.
Below is a brief overview of each episode.

1. "Second Contact"
In the series premiere, the crew of the Cerritos is tasked with making second contact with an alien species.
This episode introduces the main characters and sets the tone for the series, blending humor with classic
Star Trek themes.



2. "Envoys"
Mariner and Boimler are sent on a mission to retrieve an ambassador, while Tendi and Rutherford face
their own challenges. This episode highlights the tensions between Mariner's carefree attitude and
Boimler's strict adherence to protocol.

3. "Temporal Edict"
The crew grapples with a new "time management" policy that leads to chaos on the ship. This episode
explores themes of productivity and the absurdities of bureaucracy in Starfleet.

4. "Moist Vessel"
The Cerritos encounters a derelict ship with strange properties, leading to a series of comedic
misadventures. This episode showcases the show's knack for blending sci-fi concepts with humor.

5. "Cupid's Errant Arrow"
Boimler's romantic interests lead to complications with his Starfleet duties, while Mariner helps him
navigate his feelings. This episode dives into the challenges of balancing personal and professional life.

6. "Lower Decks"
The episode features a crossover with the USS Titan, where the crew meets Captain Riker and his crew.
This nostalgic nod to classic Star Trek characters creates a sense of continuity within the franchise.

7. "Much Ado About Boimler"
Boimler becomes a temporary hero, leading to unexpected fame and pressure. The episode reflects on the
nature of heroism and the price of fame.

8. "Veritas"
The crew must defend themselves in a trial that involves various alien species. This episode plays with the
concept of storytelling, using flashbacks to reveal the crew's misadventures.



9. "Crisis Point"
Boimler creates a holodeck program to confront his insecurities, leading to a showdown with Mariner. This
episode explores themes of personal growth and self-acceptance.

10. "No Small Parts"
The season finale sees the crew facing off against a dangerous enemy while coming together as a team. This
episode wraps up plotlines while setting the stage for future adventures.

Season 2 Episode Guide

The second season of "Lower Decks" premiered in August 2021 and continued to build on the character
development and humor established in the first season. The season consists of ten episodes, each further
exploring the dynamics of the Cerritos crew.

1. "Strange Energies"
The season kicks off with the crew encountering an anomaly that affects their behavior, showcasing the
show's blend of science fiction and comedy.

2. "Kayshon, His Eyes Open"
The crew meets a new security officer, leading to dynamics that challenge their established relationships.
This episode emphasizes teamwork and camaraderie.

3. "The Least Dangerous Game"
Mariner and Boimler go on a hunting trip that takes unexpected turns, highlighting their contrasting
approaches to danger and adventure.

4. "The 10th Forward"
The crew hosts a Starfleet mixer, leading to comedic misunderstandings and character revelations. This
episode captures the essence of Starfleet community.



5. "An Embarrassment of Dooplers"
The introduction of a new alien species leads to a series of misunderstandings that challenge the crew's
problem-solving skills.

6. "The Spy Humongous"
A covert mission goes awry, testing the crew's ability to adapt to unexpected circumstances. This episode
emphasizes themes of espionage and trust.

7. "Where Pleasant Fountains Lie"
The crew encounters a mysterious planet with strange properties, leading to both danger and hilarity.

8. "I, Excretus"
The crew participates in a simulation that pushes them to their limits, offering insights into their
characters' growth.

9. "We’ll Always Have Tom Paris"
This episode features a homage to classic Star Trek tropes, presenting a romantic story that intertwines
with the crew's adventures.

10. "First First Contact"
The season finale sees the crew embarking on a pivotal mission that challenges their skills and relationships.
This episode serves as a culmination of the season's themes.

Character Development and Themes

Throughout the series, character development plays a crucial role in engaging viewers. The characters
evolve through their experiences, with each episode highlighting their strengths and weaknesses. The
central themes of friendship, loyalty, and personal growth resonate deeply, making the characters relatable
to audiences.

- Mariner's Rebellion: Beckett Mariner's rebellious nature often puts her at odds with authority, leading to
comedic situations while also illuminating her desire for freedom and adventure.



- Boimler's Ambition: Brad Boimler represents the archetypal overachiever whose ambition sometimes
blinds him to the value of teamwork and friendship.
- Tendi's Optimism: Tendi's enthusiasm and positivity serve as a counterbalance to her friends' cynicism,
reminding them of the joys of exploration and discovery.
- Rutherford's Curiosity: As a cyborg, Rutherford's unique perspective on the universe adds depth to the
show, allowing for exploration of identity and technology.

Conclusion

The Lower decks episode guide serves as a valuable tool for fans to navigate the rich tapestry of stories and
character arcs within "Star Trek: Lower Decks." With its clever humor, engaging storytelling, and heartfelt
moments, the series stands out as a worthy addition to the Star Trek franchise. As the show continues to
evolve, it promises to deliver more laughs, adventures, and heartwarming moments that resonate with
audiences. Whether you're a longtime Star Trek fan or new to the universe, "Lower Decks" offers a
delightful viewing experience that captures the spirit of exploration and friendship that defines Star Trek.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Star Trek: Lower Decks' and how does it fit into the Star Trek
franchise?
'Star Trek: Lower Decks' is an animated television series set in the Star Trek universe, focusing on the
support crew of the U.S.S. Cerritos, exploring their lives and adventures while the senior officers handle
the more dramatic missions. It offers a comedic take on the Star Trek lore, complementing the franchise's
traditional storytelling.

How many seasons of 'Lower Decks' are currently available?
As of October 2023, 'Star Trek: Lower Decks' has completed three seasons, with a fourth season announced
and in production.

What are some standout episodes from the 'Lower Decks' episode guide?
Notable episodes include 'No Small Parts' (Season 1, Episode 10), which features a crossover with a classic
Star Trek character, and 'I, Excretus' (Season 2, Episode 5), which showcases the crew's unique problem-
solving methods in a hilarious way.



Who are the main characters featured in the 'Lower Decks' episode
guide?
The main characters include Beckett Mariner, Brad Boimler, Tendi, and Rutherford, each representing
different aspects of the Starfleet experience, from ambition to camaraderie.

Can I watch 'Lower Decks' without prior Star Trek knowledge?
Yes, 'Lower Decks' is designed to be accessible to new viewers, but fans of the franchise will appreciate the
many references and Easter eggs that connect to the broader Star Trek universe.

Where can I stream 'Star Trek: Lower Decks' episodes?
'Star Trek: Lower Decks' is available for streaming on Paramount+, where all episodes from the current
seasons can be accessed.
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