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“Love That Dog” is a poignant and engaging novel written by Sharon Creech that
introduces readers to the world of poetry through the eyes of a young boy named Jack.
The story explores themes of love, loss, and the power of expression, all while emphasizing
the bond between humans and animals. This article will delve into various questions and
answers related to "Love That Dog," aiming to enhance understanding of the book’s
themes, characters, and literary significance.

Overview of "Love That Dog"

“Love That Dog” is a novel told through a series of poems that reflect the thoughts and
feelings of Jack, a fifth-grade boy who initially struggles with writing poetry. The narrative
begins with Jack’s reluctance towards poetry, but as the story unfolds, he learns to
appreciate it, especially as he grapples with the loss of his beloved dog, Sky.

Key Themes

1. The Power of Expression: Jack’s journey illustrates how writing can serve as a powerful
outlet for emotions.
2. Love and Loss: The bond between Jack and his dog Sky highlights the deep love one can
have for a pet and the subsequent pain of losing them.
3. Friendship and Support: Jack’s relationships with his teacher and classmates show the
importance of support in overcoming challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of "Love That Dog"?

The plot centers around Jack, who begins writing poetry as part of a class assignment.
Initially resistant, he slowly finds solace and comfort in poetry, especially as he reflects on
his experiences with his dog, Sky. The narrative captures Jack's emotional journey,
culminating in his acceptance of loss and the importance of expressing his feelings.

Who are the main characters in the book?

The main characters include:



- Jack: The protagonist, a fifth-grade boy who navigates his feelings about poetry, his dog,
and life.
- Sky: Jack's beloved dog, who plays a significant role in his life and the story.
- Miss Stretchberry: Jack’s supportive teacher, who encourages him to write and express
himself through poetry.

What literary devices are used in "Love That Dog"?

Sharon Creech employs various literary devices throughout the novel, including:

- Poetry: The story is told through a series of poems that reflect Jack's thoughts and
feelings.
- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of Jack's memories with Sky help readers connect
emotionally with the characters.
- Metaphor: The poems often contain metaphors that deepen the narrative and provide
insight into Jack’s emotions.

Character Analysis

Jack

Jack is a complex character who evolves throughout the story. Initially resistant to poetry,
he learns to embrace it as a means of coping with his feelings about his dog and life in
general. His character represents the struggles many face when dealing with loss and the
importance of finding one's voice.

Miss Stretchberry

Miss Stretchberry serves as a guiding force in Jack's life. She encourages him to explore
poetry and supports his emotional journey. Her character demonstrates the impact that a
teacher can have on a student's life, providing encouragement and understanding.

Sky

Sky, Jack's dog, symbolizes unconditional love and companionship. Through Sky, Jack
learns about loyalty, love, and the profound connection between humans and their pets.
Sky's eventual passing serves as a catalyst for Jack's emotional growth and understanding
of loss.



Discussion Questions

To further explore the themes and emotions presented in “Love That Dog,” consider the
following discussion questions:

1. How does Jack's view of poetry change throughout the story?
2. What role does Miss Stretchberry play in Jack's development?
3. In what ways does Jack express his feelings about Sky’s death?
4. How does the structure of the book (poems instead of prose) affect your understanding
of Jack's emotions?
5. What does Sky represent in Jack's life, and how does that change after Sky's death?

Activities to Enhance Understanding

Engaging with “Love That Dog” can be more enriching through various activities that
encourage deeper thought and creativity:

Poetry Writing Exercise: Encourage students to write a poem about a pet or a
loved one, expressing their feelings and thoughts.

Character Journals: Have students choose a character and write journal entries
from that character's perspective throughout the story.

Artistic Expression: Ask students to create a visual representation of their favorite
poem from the book or depict a scene involving Jack and Sky.

Conclusion

“Love That Dog” is more than just a children's novel; it is a profound exploration of love,
loss, and the healing power of words. Through Jack's journey, readers are encouraged to
reflect on their own experiences and the importance of expressing emotions. The
questions and activities presented in this article aim to deepen the reader's understanding
of the text and its themes, making it a valuable resource for educators, students, and
anyone looking to engage with this touching story. As we follow Jack’s path from
reluctance to acceptance, we are reminded of the transformative power of love and the
enduring bond we share with our pets.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of 'Love That Dog'?
'Love That Dog' explores themes of creativity, self-expression, and the relationship
between a boy and his dog, highlighting how poetry can be a powerful form of
communication.

How does the protagonist, Jack, feel about poetry at the
beginning of the book?
At the beginning of 'Love That Dog', Jack is resistant to poetry and believes it is not for
him, seeing it as something he cannot relate to or express.

What role does the character Miss Stretchberry play in
Jack's journey?
Miss Stretchberry is Jack's teacher who encourages him to express himself through
poetry, helping him to discover his voice and confidence in writing.

How does Jack's relationship with his dog impact his
writing?
Jack's relationship with his dog inspires him to write heartfelt poems, allowing him to
channel his emotions and experiences into creative expression.

What types of poems does Jack write throughout the
book?
Jack writes a variety of poems, including free verse and structured forms, reflecting his
growing understanding and appreciation of poetry as he learns from his teacher.

What is the significance of the title 'Love That Dog'?
The title 'Love That Dog' signifies the deep bond between Jack and his dog, representing
love, loyalty, and the emotional connection that inspires Jack's poetry.

How does Jack's perception of poetry change by the end
of the book?
By the end of 'Love That Dog', Jack's perception of poetry transforms; he learns to
embrace it as a meaningful and enjoyable way to express his feelings and experiences.
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