lost city of the incas hiram bingham

Lost city of the Incas Hiram Bingham is a phrase that conjures images of a
mystical place shrouded in history and intrigue. This explorer, historian,
and academic is best known for bringing international attention to Machu
Picchu, often referred to as the "lost city of the Incas." Bingham's
expeditions in the early 20th century not only unveiled this remarkable site
to the world but also ignited a fervent interest in Incan civilization. In
this article, we will delve into the life of Hiram Bingham, the discovery of
Machu Picchu, the significance of the site, and the ongoing debates
surrounding the preservation and ownership of this cultural treasure.

Hiram Bingham: The Explorer and Academic

Early Life and Education

Hiram Bingham III was born on November 19, 1875, in Honolulu, Hawaii. Coming
from a family of missionaries, Bingham was deeply influenced by his
upbringing. His educational journey began at Punahou School and continued at
Yale University, where he earned a degree in history. Bingham later pursued
graduate studies at Harvard University, focusing on Latin American history,
which would become pivotal in his future explorations.

Expeditions to South America

Bingham's fascination with South America was sparked during his time at Yale,
prompting him to embark on several expeditions to explore the region. His
most famous journey began in 1908 when he led an expedition to Peru. Funded
by Yale and the National Geographic Society, Bingham's mission was to find
the last remnants of the Inca Empire, which had been lost to time and the
elements.

1. 1908 Expedition: This initial expedition led Bingham to the Urubamba
Valley, where he explored ancient Incan ruins. However, it was not until his
subsequent journey that he uncovered Machu Picchu.

2. 1911 Expedition: Bingham returned to Peru in 1911, guided by local farmers
who spoke of a "old peak" known as Machu Picchu. On July 24, 1911, he and his
team reached the site, which would go on to become one of the most
significant archaeological discoveries of the 20th century.



Discovery of Machu Picchu

The Journey to Machu Picchu

The trek to Machu Picchu was arduous. Bingham and his team faced challenging
terrain, dense jungles, and inclement weather. Despite these obstacles, the
allure of the lost city kept them motivated. Upon reaching Machu Picchu, they
were met with an astonishing sight that would change the course of
archeology.

- Architecture: The site features sophisticated dry-stone construction,
demonstrating advanced engineering and architectural skills.

- Terraces: Agricultural terraces lined the mountainside, showcasing the
Incas' ability to farm in challenging landscapes.

- Sacred Sites: Temples and religious structures indicated the spiritual
significance of Machu Picchu to the Inca civilization.

Significance of Machu Picchu

Machu Picchu is not just an archaeological feat; it is a testament to the
ingenuity and resilience of the Inca civilization. The site is believed to
have been built in the 15th century during the reign of the Inca emperor
Pachacuti. It served various purposes, including:

1. Religious: Machu Picchu was a sacred site for Incan rituals, with temples
dedicated to various deities.

2. Residential: The structures indicate that it was home to a select group of
individuals, possibly including nobles and priests.

3. Agricultural: The extensive terracing system highlights the Incas'
agricultural practices, which were essential for their survival.

Hiram Bingham's Role in the Discovery

Hiram Bingham's role in the discovery of Machu Picchu cannot be overstated.
His expeditions brought the site to global attention, leading to increased
interest in Incan history and culture. However, his methods and motivations
have been met with scrutiny.

- Publicity: Bingham's partnership with the National Geographic Society
helped to publicize the discovery, making him a celebrity in the world of
archaeology.

- Artifacts: During his expeditions, Bingham removed numerous artifacts from
Machu Picchu, which sparked debates about the ethics of archaeological
practices.



The Controversy Surrounding Artifacts

Artifact Removal and Legal Battles

Bingham's expeditions to Machu Picchu resulted in the removal of thousands of
artifacts, including pottery, tools, and mummies. While Bingham believed he
was preserving these items for study, the local Peruvian government viewed
this as a violation of cultural heritage.

1. Return of Artifacts: In 1912, Bingham shipped many artifacts to Yale
University, where they were displayed and studied for decades. However, in
the late 20th century, the Peruvian government demanded their return.

2. Resolution: After years of negotiations, Yale agreed to return the
artifacts in 2010, acknowledging Peru's ownership of its cultural heritage.

Impact on Archaeology and Heritage Conservation

The controversy surrounding Bingham's actions has prompted broader
discussions about the ethics of archaeology and the importance of respecting
local cultures. Key points include:

- Cultural Sensitivity: Archaeologists are increasingly recognizing the need
to collaborate with local communities and consider their perspectives in
excavation and preservation efforts.

- Legal Framework: International laws and agreements, such as UNESCO's World
Heritage Convention, aim to protect cultural heritage and promote responsible
archaeology.

Machu Picchu Today

Tourism and Economic Impact

Machu Picchu has evolved into one of the most visited tourist destinations in
the world, drawing millions of visitors each year. This influx of tourism has
significant economic implications for Peru, contributing to local livelihoods
and national revenue.

- Tourism Infrastructure: The surrounding towns, such as Aguas Calientes,
have developed extensive infrastructure to support tourists, including
hotels, restaurants, and transportation services.

- Employment Opportunities: Local communities benefit from employment in the
tourism sector, from guiding services to hospitality jobs.



Preservation Efforts

The overwhelming popularity of Machu Picchu has raised concerns about the
preservation of the site. Efforts are underway to ensure the site's longevity
and integrity.

1. Visitor Limits: Authorities have implemented limits on daily visitor
numbers to reduce wear on the site.

2. Restoration Projects: Ongoing restoration and conservation projects aim to
preserve the structures and landscapes of Machu Picchu.

3. Sustainable Practices: Promoting sustainable tourism practices helps
protect the environment and cultural heritage.

Conclusion

The lost city of the Incas Hiram Bingham encapsulates a tale of discovery,
controversy, and the enduring legacy of the Inca civilization. While
Bingham's expeditions brought Machu Picchu into the global spotlight, they
also opened a Pandora's box of ethical dilemmas regarding cultural heritage.
As we reflect on Bingham's contributions and the importance of Machu Picchu,
it is essential to foster a spirit of collaboration and respect for the rich
history that this remarkable site represents. The story of Machu Picchu
continues to unfold as we strive to balance tourism, preservation, and
cultural appreciation in this enchanting corner of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Hiram Bingham and what is his significance
in relation to the Lost City of the Incas?

Hiram Bingham was an American academic, explorer, and politician who 1is
credited with bringing worldwide attention to the Incan city of Machu Picchu
in 1911, which he referred to as the 'Lost City of the Incas'.

What led Hiram Bingham to discover Machu Picchu?

Bingham was originally searching for the last Incan capital, Vilcabamba, when
he stumbled upon Machu Picchu, guided by local farmers who led him to the
ruins.

What impact did Hiram Bingham's discovery have on
archaeology?

Bingham's discovery sparked significant interest in Incan civilization and



led to further archaeological studies in Peru, greatly enhancing the
understanding of pre-Columbian cultures.

How did Hiram Bingham's findings contribute to the
popularity of Machu Picchu?

His writings and photographs published in National Geographic and other
outlets popularized Machu Picchu, transforming it into a key destination for
tourists and researchers alike.

What controversies surround Hiram Bingham's role in
the discovery of Machu Picchu?

Bingham's role has been criticized for claims of 'discovering' the site, as
it was already known to locals, and for his subsequent removal of artifacts
from Peru, which has sparked debates about cultural heritage and
repatriation.

What artifacts did Hiram Bingham take from Machu
Picchu, and where are they now?

Bingham took hundreds of artifacts, including pottery and mummies, to Yale
University; following decades of dispute, many of these artifacts were
returned to Peru in 2011.

What was the initial reaction of the scientific
community to Bingham's discovery?

Initially, Bingham's discovery was met with skepticism by some in the
scientific community, as they questioned the authenticity of the ruins and
Bingham's interpretations of Incan history.

How has Hiram Bingham's legacy affected modern
tourism in Peru?

Bingham's legacy has made Machu Picchu one of the most visited archaeological
sites in the world, significantly boosting Peru's tourism industry and
economy.

What lessons can be learned from Hiram Bingham's
exploration methods?

Bingham's exploration methods highlight the importance of ethical
considerations in archaeology, including respect for local cultures, the need
for collaboration with indigenous communities, and the significance of
preserving cultural artifacts.
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