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Lorrie Moore: How to Become a Writer is a question that resonates with many aspiring authors.
Lorrie Moore, a celebrated American novelist and short story writer, is renowned for her unique
voice and incisive perspective on life, love, and loss. Her works capture the complexities of human
relationships and often blend humor with poignant insights. For those looking to follow in her
footsteps, understanding her approach to writing can provide invaluable guidance on the path to
becoming a writer. In this article, we will explore Moore's writing philosophy, her techniques, and
practical steps aspiring writers can take to hone their craft.

Understanding Lorrie Moore's Writing Philosophy

Lorrie Moore's writing is characterized by a distinctive blend of wit, emotional depth, and keen
observation. Her philosophy revolves around the idea that writing is not just a form of expression
but a means to explore the intricacies of human experience. Here are some key aspects of her
philosophy:

1. Embrace Vulnerability

Moore often emphasizes the importance of vulnerability in writing. She believes that authentic
storytelling stems from an honest exploration of one’s own experiences and emotions. This
vulnerability allows writers to connect deeply with their readers.

- Write About What You Know: Draw from your own life experiences.
- Acknowledge Your Fears: Don’t shy away from difficult topics or emotions.

2. The Power of Humor

Moore masterfully weaves humor into her narratives, often using it as a tool to illuminate deeper
truths. Humor can serve as both a coping mechanism and a means to engage readers.

- Use Wit to Convey Serious Themes: Humor can soften the impact of heavy subjects.
- Balance Light and Dark: Explore the contrasts in life through your writing.

3. Focus on Character Development

Moore’s characters are often richly drawn, with complex motivations and flaws. She advocates for a
deep understanding of your characters to make them relatable and memorable.

- Create Backstories: Know your characters’ histories and desires.
- Explore Internal Conflicts: Delve into their thoughts and feelings to create depth.



Practical Steps to Become a Writer

While understanding Moore's philosophy is crucial, aspiring writers also need practical steps to
develop their craft. Here’s a roadmap to follow:

1. Read Widely and Often

Reading is a foundational aspect of becoming a writer. Moore herself is an avid reader, and her
works reflect a deep engagement with literature.

- Diversify Your Reading List: Explore various genres and styles.
- Analyze What You Read: Consider what works and what doesn’t in different texts.

2. Write Regularly

Writing is a skill that requires practice. Moore encourages aspiring writers to cultivate a regular
writing routine.

- Set Aside Time Daily: Treat writing like a job by committing specific hours to it.
- Experiment with Different Forms: Try poetry, short stories, essays, or even plays.

3. Join a Writing Group

Engaging with other writers can provide support, feedback, and perspective. Moore often highlights
the importance of community in the writing journey.

- Seek Constructive Criticism: Join a group where members provide honest feedback.
- Share Your Work: Reading your work aloud can enhance your confidence and skills.

4. Revise Relentlessly

Revision is a crucial part of the writing process. Moore believes that the best writing often emerges
through painstaking revision.

- Take a Break Before Revising: Distance yourself from your work to see it with fresh eyes.
- Be Open to Change: Don’t be afraid to cut or rewrite large sections.

Developing a Unique Voice

One of Lorrie Moore's greatest strengths is her unique narrative voice. Aspiring writers should focus



on developing their own style.

1. Identify Your Influences

Understanding what influences your writing can help you carve out your own voice.

- List Your Favorite Authors: Analyze their styles and themes.
- Reflect on Your Own Experiences: Consider how your life shapes your perspective.

2. Write with Authenticity

Authenticity resonates with readers. Moore’s writing often reflects her true self, which is a
significant part of her appeal.

- Be Honest in Your Writing: Write about your thoughts and feelings without pretense.
- Use Your Own Language: Avoid imitating others; cultivate your own style.

Overcoming Challenges in Writing

The journey to becoming a writer is often fraught with challenges. Here are some common obstacles
and how to tackle them:

1. Fear of Rejection

Fear of rejection can paralyze many writers. Moore advises embracing this fear as part of the
process.

- Submit Work Regularly: The more you submit, the less personal rejection feels.
- Learn from Feedback: Use criticism as a tool for growth.

2. Writer’s Block

Writer’s block is a common hurdle. Moore suggests several strategies to overcome it.

- Change Your Environment: A new setting can inspire creativity.
- Set Small Goals: Focus on writing a paragraph or a page rather than a whole story.

3. Finding Time to Write



Balancing writing with other life responsibilities can be challenging. Moore emphasizes the
importance of prioritization.

- Create a Writing Schedule: Treat writing as a commitment.
- Eliminate Distractions: Find a quiet space where you can focus.

Conclusion: Embracing Your Writing Journey

Lorrie Moore: How to Become a Writer is not merely about following a set of rules; it’s about
embracing the journey of self-discovery and creativity. By understanding Moore's philosophy,
practicing regularly, engaging with the writing community, and developing your unique voice, you
can navigate the complexities of writing. Remember that every writer’s path is unique, and while
there are common challenges, the key is to remain committed and passionate about your craft. With
perseverance, vulnerability, and a sense of humor, you too can find your place in the literary world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What advice does Lorrie Moore give aspiring writers about
finding their voice?
Lorrie Moore emphasizes the importance of authenticity in writing. She suggests that aspiring
writers should read widely and write regularly to discover their unique voice and perspective.

How does Lorrie Moore suggest writers handle criticism?
Moore advises writers to approach criticism with an open mind, using it as a tool for growth. She
believes that understanding feedback can help refine one's work and strengthen writing skills.

What role does reading play in Lorrie Moore's writing process?
Moore considers reading essential for writers. She encourages them to read a variety of genres and
styles to gain insights into different techniques and to inspire their own creativity.

Does Lorrie Moore believe in writing routines, and if so, what
does she recommend?
Yes, Moore advocates for establishing a writing routine. She recommends setting aside specific
times each day for writing, which helps to build discipline and makes writing a consistent practice.

What themes does Lorrie Moore suggest writers explore in
their work?
Moore encourages writers to delve into themes of human experience, relationships, and the nuances
of everyday life, as these often resonate deeply with readers.



How important is storytelling structure according to Lorrie
Moore?
Moore believes that while structure is important, it should serve the story rather than constrain it.
Writers should feel free to experiment with different structures to find what best suits their
narrative.

What common pitfalls does Lorrie Moore warn against for new
writers?
Moore warns against the temptation to over-explain or over-edit one's work too soon. She advises
writers to first focus on getting their ideas down before refining and polishing them.

What is Lorrie Moore's stance on writing workshops and
critique groups?
Moore sees value in writing workshops and critique groups as they provide feedback and support.
However, she cautions that writers should remain true to their vision and not overly rely on others'
opinions.
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