
longest field goal attempt nfl history
longest field goal attempt nfl history has fascinated football fans and analysts alike for
decades, showcasing the incredible skill, strength, and precision of NFL kickers. The
history of these record-breaking attempts reveals not only the evolution of kicking
techniques but also how game situations and player legacies have been shaped by these
remarkable moments. From attempts that pushed the limits of physics to successful kicks
that became instant classics, the longest field goal attempts in NFL history remain a
testament to the prowess of these athletes. This article delves into the details surrounding
these historic kicks, the players behind them, and the conditions that made them possible.
Additionally, it explores the technological and strategic advancements that have
influenced kicking ranges over time. The following sections will provide a comprehensive
overview of the longest field goal attempts, notable kickers, and the impact on the sport.
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Historical Overview of Longest Field Goal
Attempts
The history of the longest field goal attempt in NFL history dates back to the early days of
professional football when kicking was less specialized and more challenging due to
equipment and field conditions. Over the decades, the maximum distance of field goal
attempts has gradually increased as players developed stronger legs and better
techniques. Initially, field goals were typically attempted from shorter ranges, with
coaches prioritizing safer plays to ensure points. However, as kicking specialists emerged
and rules evolved, teams increasingly attempted longer kicks, especially in critical game
situations.

Early Attempts and Challenges
In the earliest years of the NFL, field goal attempts rarely exceeded 40 yards. The
footballs were heavier and less aerodynamic, and kicking shoes lacked the design
sophistication seen today. Additionally, field surfaces were often uneven, creating
unpredictable footing for kickers. Despite these obstacles, some kickers managed to
attempt and occasionally convert longer field goals, setting the stage for future



advancements. The long-distance attempts were often risky, as a missed field goal could
result in advantageous field position for the opposing team.

Evolution Through the Mid-20th Century
Between the 1950s and 1970s, the longest field goal attempts began to stretch into the
50s and 60s in yardage. Kicking specialists became more common, and the introduction of
the soccer-style kick revolutionized the accuracy and power of field goals. This era
witnessed several record-setting attempts that pushed the boundaries of what was thought
possible. Coaches became more willing to trust their kickers with longer attempts,
recognizing the strategic value of three points from deep within the opponent’s territory.

Record-Holding Field Goal Attempts
The longest field goal attempt in NFL history officially stands as one of the most
remarkable achievements in professional football. These attempts, whether successful or
not, highlight the limits of human ability and the advancements in the sport.

Matt Prater’s 64-Yard Record
As of recent NFL history, the longest successful field goal is held by Matt Prater, who
kicked a 64-yard field goal on December 8, 2013, while playing for the Denver Broncos.
This kick not only set the record for the longest field goal made but also showcased
exceptional leg strength and accuracy under pressure. The kick occurred in a game
against the Tennessee Titans and dramatically impacted the Broncos’ momentum. Prater’s
record surpassed the previous mark of 63 yards, which had stood for more than four
decades.

Other Notable Long Attempts
Several other kickers have attempted or come close to breaking the NFL’s longest field
goal record. Noteworthy attempts include:

Tom Dempsey’s 63-yard field goal in 1970, a record that stood for over 40 years.

Jason Elam’s 63-yard field goal in 1998, tying Dempsey’s record.

Sebastian Janikowski’s 63-yard field goal in 2011, showcasing his powerful leg.

Justin Tucker’s 61-yard game-winning field goal in 2021, one of the most clutch kicks
in NFL history.

These attempts highlight the intense competition among NFL kickers to extend the range
of successful field goals.



Notable Kickers and Their Contributions
Several legendary kickers have left an indelible mark on the NFL through their longest
field goal attempts. Their contributions have not only raised the bar for kicking distances
but also influenced the training and recruitment of specialists in the league.

Tom Dempsey: The Pioneer
Tom Dempsey is perhaps one of the most famous names in the history of long field goal
attempts. Despite being born without toes on his right foot, Dempsey kicked a then-record
63-yard field goal in 1970. This achievement was groundbreaking and remained the
longest successful field goal for over 40 years. Dempsey’s kick demonstrated that
determination and technique could overcome physical limitations and changed
perceptions about the potential of kickers in the NFL.

Matt Prater and Modern Excellence
Matt Prater’s record-setting 64-yard field goal is a testament to the advancements in
training, technique, and equipment. Known for his powerful leg and consistency, Prater
has been one of the most reliable kickers in the league. His record kick also highlighted
the importance of environmental factors, as the altitude at Denver’s Mile High Stadium
contributed to the ball’s longer travel distance.

Other Influential Kickers
Additional kickers such as Jason Elam, Sebastian Janikowski, and Justin Tucker have all
pushed the boundaries of field goal attempts through their remarkable leg strength and
accuracy. Each of these players has contributed to evolving the kicking position into a
crucial and highly specialized role within NFL teams.

Factors Influencing Longest Field Goal Attempts
Several factors impact the feasibility and success of the longest field goal attempts in NFL
history. Understanding these elements helps explain why some attempts succeed while
others fail.

Environmental Conditions
Weather conditions, altitude, and wind play significant roles in the distance and accuracy
of field goal attempts. For example, kicks at higher elevations, such as in Denver, benefit
from thinner air, allowing the ball to travel farther. Conversely, strong winds or rain can
drastically reduce kicking range and accuracy, making long attempts riskier.



Field and Equipment Technology
Modern artificial turf fields provide more consistent footing compared to older natural
grass surfaces, contributing to better kicker performance. Advances in football design,
such as improved aerodynamics and standardized ball pressure, also aid kickers in
achieving longer distances. Additionally, specialized kicking shoes and training regimens
have enhanced player capabilities.

Game Situation and Strategy
Coaches weigh the risks and rewards of attempting long field goals based on game
context, score, and remaining time. Long attempts are often reserved for critical moments
or when the kicker is known for exceptional leg strength. The strategic use of long field
goal attempts can influence momentum and scoring opportunities in tight games.

Technological and Strategic Evolution in Field
Goal Kicking
The longest field goal attempt in NFL history reflects broader trends in technology and
strategy that have transformed the kicking game over the years.

Advancements in Kicking Technique
The transition from the straight-on kicking style to the soccer-style approach
revolutionized accuracy and range. Soccer-style kickers use the instep of their foot,
providing more control and power. This technique became standard in the NFL by the
1970s and has enabled longer, more precise field goal attempts.

Training and Analytics
Modern NFL teams employ specialized kicking coaches and use video analysis to refine
mechanics and consistency. Data analytics also help determine optimal field goal ranges
and situations for attempting long kicks. These scientific approaches have contributed to
the increasing frequency of successful long-distance field goals.

Impact on Game Strategy
The ability to attempt longer field goals has changed offensive and defensive strategies.
Teams can now trust their kickers to score from beyond midfield, influencing play-calling
decisions on fourth downs and late-game situations. This strategic shift underscores the
importance of the kicking game in overall team success.



Historical advancements in kicking technique

Role of technology and equipment improvements

Strategic importance of long field goal attempts

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest field goal attempt in NFL history?
The longest field goal attempt in NFL history is 66 yards.

Who holds the record for the longest field goal made in
NFL history?
Justin Tucker holds the record for the longest field goal made in NFL history, with a 66-
yard field goal.

When was the longest successful field goal in NFL
history made?
The longest successful field goal in NFL history was made on September 26, 2021.

Which NFL team did Justin Tucker play for when he
made the longest field goal?
Justin Tucker was playing for the Baltimore Ravens when he made the longest field goal.

Has anyone attempted a field goal longer than 66 yards
in the NFL?
Yes, there have been attempts longer than 66 yards, but none have been successful.

How does weather or stadium altitude affect long field
goal attempts in the NFL?
Weather conditions and stadium altitude can significantly impact long field goal attempts;
higher altitudes and favorable wind conditions can help the ball travel farther.



Additional Resources
1. Beyond the Uprights: The History of the Longest Field Goals in the NFL
This book delves into the thrilling moments that have defined the longest field goal
attempts in NFL history. It chronicles record-breaking kicks, the players behind these
legendary moments, and the evolving strategies teams use in high-pressure situations.
Readers gain insight into how technology, training, and sheer determination have pushed
the boundaries of what’s possible on the gridiron.

2. Clutch Kicks: Legendary Field Goal Attempts That Shaped the NFL
Focusing on the most dramatic and longest field goal attempts, this book recounts
memorable games where a single kick changed the course of a season or career. It
explores the psychological and physical challenges kickers face in critical moments.
Interviews with past and present NFL kickers provide an inside look at their mindset
during these iconic attempts.

3. From Snap to Kick: The Mechanics Behind NFL's Longest Field Goals
This detailed exploration breaks down the technical aspects of executing the longest field
goal attempts in NFL history. The book covers biomechanics, kicking techniques, and the
role of special teams coordination. It also features expert commentary from coaches and
sports scientists who analyze what makes a successful long-distance field goal.

4. Frozen Legs and Clutch Boots: Surviving the Longest Field Goal Attempts
Highlighting the extreme conditions often faced during record-setting field goal attempts,
this book tells stories of kickers battling cold weather, wind, and pressure-packed
moments. It captures the resilience and mental toughness required to perform under such
adversity. Readers will appreciate the human element behind these extraordinary feats.

5. Game Changers: The Kickers Who Redefined NFL Records
This biography-style book profiles the kickers who have made history with the longest field
goal attempts, detailing their careers, training regimens, and pivotal moments. It explores
how these athletes have influenced the game and inspired future generations. The
narrative includes personal anecdotes and behind-the-scenes stories that reveal what it
takes to be an elite NFL kicker.

6. Longest Field Goals: A Statistical Journey Through NFL History
An in-depth statistical analysis of the longest field goal attempts, this book charts trends,
records, and the evolution of kicking distances over decades. It provides readers with
comprehensive data and comparisons, highlighting how advancements in equipment and
training have impacted the game. The book is perfect for fans who enjoy numbers and
history combined.

7. Pressure Kicks: The Psychology of NFL's Longest Field Goal Attempts
This book explores the mental game behind attempting and making the longest field goals
in NFL history. It discusses stress management, focus techniques, and the psychological
preparation kickers undergo. Through case studies and expert insights, the book reveals
how mental toughness is as critical as physical skill in clutch kicking moments.

8. When Distance Meets Destiny: Iconic Longest Field Goal Attempts in NFL Playoffs
Focusing specifically on playoff games, this book recounts some of the most unforgettable
long-distance field goal attempts that decided championships and legacies. It combines



game narratives with player perspectives, illustrating the heightened stakes of postseason
kicking. Fans will relive the tension and triumphs that only playoff pressure can produce.

9. Kickoff to Glory: The Evolution of Field Goal Kicking in the NFL
Tracing the history of field goal kicking from its early days to the present, this book
highlights how the longest field goal attempts have evolved alongside the sport. It covers
rule changes, equipment innovations, and training improvements that have made longer
kicks possible. The book offers a comprehensive look at how kicking has become a crucial
and exciting aspect of football strategy.
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