
lon po po by ed young
Lon Po Po by Ed Young is a captivating children's book that reimagines a
classic tale with a unique cultural twist. This beautifully illustrated story
teaches valuable lessons about bravery, family, and the importance of
trusting one's instincts. Ed Young, an award-winning author and illustrator,
introduces readers to a cast of characters and a narrative that resonates
across generations. In this article, we will explore the themes, characters,
and illustrations of "Lon Po Po," as well as its cultural significance and
the impact it has on young readers.

Overview of Lon Po Po

"Lon Po Po" is a retelling of the well-known story of Little Red Riding Hood,
but it is set in a Chinese cultural context. The story revolves around three
sisters who find themselves in a dangerous situation when a wolf disguises
himself as their grandmother. The title "Lon Po Po" translates to "Granny
Wolf" in Mandarin, which adds an intriguing layer to the narrative.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Lon Po Po" unfolds as follows:

1. Setting the Scene: The story begins with three sisters—Shirley, Ying, and
the youngest, who are left alone at home while their mother goes to visit
their grandmother.
2. The Wolf's Deception: The wolf, eager for a meal, disguises himself as
their grandmother and attempts to trick the girls into letting him in.
3. Sisterly Bond: As the wolf tries to deceive the sisters, they rely on
their courage and quick thinking to decipher the truth.
4. Climactic Confrontation: The sisters band together to confront the wolf,
demonstrating their bravery and resourcefulness.
5. Resolution: Ultimately, the girls outsmart the wolf, ensuring their safety
and showcasing the power of familial love and unity.

Themes Explored in Lon Po Po

"Lon Po Po" delves into several important themes that resonate with both
children and adults:



Bravery and Courage

The story emphasizes the importance of bravery in the face of danger. The
three sisters display remarkable courage as they confront the wolf, teaching
young readers that they, too, can be brave in challenging situations.

Family and Sisterhood

At its heart, "Lon Po Po" is a celebration of family bonds. The sisters’
loyalty to one another and their willingness to protect each other highlight
the strength of sisterhood. This theme encourages children to value their
relationships with family members.

Deception and Trust

The wolf's disguise serves as a powerful metaphor for deception. The story
teaches readers to be cautious and to trust their instincts when something
seems off. This theme can provoke discussions about the importance of
discernment in relationships.

Illustrations and Artistic Style

Ed Young’s illustrations are a standout feature of "Lon Po Po." His artwork
not only complements the narrative but also enhances the storytelling
experience. Here are some notable aspects of his artistic style:

1. Use of Color: Young employs a rich color palette that captures the vibrant
essence of the story. The colors evoke emotions and set the mood throughout
the narrative.
2. Cultural Representation: The illustrations reflect traditional Chinese
elements, from clothing to architecture, which grounds the story in its
cultural context.
3. Expressive Characters: Young’s depictions of the characters are highly
expressive, conveying their emotions and reactions vividly. This helps young
readers connect with the characters on a deeper level.

Cultural Significance of Lon Po Po

"Lon Po Po" is not just a retelling of a classic fairy tale; it is also a
bridge that connects cultures. Ed Young’s work showcases the beauty of
Chinese folklore and storytelling traditions, introducing readers to a rich
cultural heritage. Here are some ways it contributes to cultural



significance:

Preservation of Folklore

The book preserves and celebrates Chinese folklore, introducing young readers
to stories that may be unfamiliar to them. By incorporating traditional
elements, "Lon Po Po" plays an essential role in keeping these stories alive.

Promoting Diversity in Literature

In a world where diverse representation in children's literature is crucial,
"Lon Po Po" stands out as an example of how stories can be told from
different cultural perspectives. It encourages inclusivity and broadens the
horizons of young readers.

Impact on Young Readers

The lessons embedded in "Lon Po Po" have a lasting impact on young readers.
Here are some of the ways it influences them:

1. Critical Thinking: The story encourages children to think critically about
situations and to question appearances. This skill is essential for their
development as they navigate the world.
2. Empathy and Understanding: By exploring themes of family and trust,
readers develop empathy for the characters and their experiences, fostering a
deeper understanding of human relationships.
3. Encouragement to Read: The engaging storyline and beautiful illustrations
make "Lon Po Po" an appealing choice for young readers, encouraging a love
for reading that can last a lifetime.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Lon Po Po by Ed Young" is more than just a children's book;
it is a rich tapestry of culture, bravery, and family values. Through its
engaging narrative and stunning illustrations, the book captivates young
readers while imparting essential life lessons. Whether read at home or in
the classroom, "Lon Po Po" has the potential to inspire a new generation of
readers to appreciate the power of stories, the importance of family, and the
courage that lies within us all. As parents and educators seek diverse and
meaningful literature for children, "Lon Po Po" undoubtedly holds a special
place on the bookshelf.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Lon Po Po' by Ed Young?
The main theme of 'Lon Po Po' is the importance of courage and cleverness in
overcoming fear and danger, as well as the value of family and protection.

How does 'Lon Po Po' reinterpret the classic 'Little
Red Riding Hood' story?
'Lon Po Po' offers a unique twist by featuring three sisters who outsmart a
wolf, emphasizing their resourcefulness and teamwork, contrasting with the
traditional portrayal of vulnerability.

What cultural elements are present in 'Lon Po Po'?
'Lon Po Po' incorporates Chinese cultural elements, including traditional
storytelling techniques, the setting, and elements of folklore, enriching the
narrative with cultural significance.

What artistic style does Ed Young use in 'Lon Po
Po'?
Ed Young uses mixed media and collage techniques, combining watercolor,
pencil, and traditional Chinese art styles to create vibrant and captivating
illustrations that enhance the storytelling.

What age group is 'Lon Po Po' intended for?
'Lon Po Po' is primarily aimed at children ages 4 to 8, making it suitable
for early readers and as a read-aloud story that encourages discussion about
themes of bravery and family.

What awards has 'Lon Po Po' won?
'Lon Po Po' has received several accolades, including the Caldecott Medal in
1990 for its outstanding illustrations, highlighting its quality in
children's literature.

How do the sisters in 'Lon Po Po' demonstrate
problem-solving skills?
The sisters in 'Lon Po Po' demonstrate problem-solving skills by devising a
clever plan to outwit the wolf, showcasing their ability to think critically
and act decisively in a dangerous situation.



What message does 'Lon Po Po' convey about family
relationships?
'Lon Po Po' conveys a strong message about the bonds of family, illustrating
how trust, loyalty, and cooperation can help overcome challenges and protect
loved ones.

How has 'Lon Po Po' been received in educational
settings?
'Lon Po Po' has been well-received in educational settings for its engaging
narrative and illustrations, often used to teach lessons about cultural
diversity, storytelling, and moral values in literature.
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