lexus with manual transmission

Lexus with manual transmission has become a rare find in the modern automotive market,
as many manufacturers are shifting their focus towards automatic and semi-automatic
gearboxes. However, for driving enthusiasts and purists, the allure of a manual
transmission is hard to resist. This article delves into the history of Lexus vehicles with
manual transmissions, their appeal, and what options are available for those seeking a
more engaging driving experience.

History of Lexus and Manual Transmission

The Early Years: 1989-2000

Lexus, the luxury division of Toyota, was launched in 1989 with the LS 400, which quickly
became known for its quality and innovation. In the early years, Lexus offered a few
models equipped with manual transmissions, appealing to driving enthusiasts who sought
the combination of luxury and performance.

Some notable models included:

1. Lexus IS 300 (2001-2005): The IS 300 featured a 3.0-liter inline-six engine paired with a
5-speed manual transmission, providing a sporty driving experience.

2. Lexus SC 300 (1991-2000): This luxury coupe was well-received and came with a 5-
speed manual option, combining elegance with performance.

3. Lexus GS 300 (1998-2005): The GS series also offered a manual transmission on its
earlier models, appealing to those who desired a more dynamic driving experience.

Decline of Manual Transmissions

As the automotive industry progressed into the 2000s, the demand for manual
transmissions began to dwindle. Manufacturers focused on automatics, which offered
better fuel efficiency, ease of use, and faster shifting times. By the late 2000s, Lexus had
largely phased out manual transmission options across its lineup.

This transition was primarily driven by:

- Consumer Preferences: Most buyers preferred the convenience of automatic
transmissions.

- Technological Advancements: Modern automatics, including CVTs and dual-clutch
systems, have improved performance and fuel economy, making them more appealing.
- Safety Features: Many automatic systems come with advanced safety features that



enhance driving dynamics.

The Appeal of Manual Transmission

Despite the decline, there remains a dedicated group of enthusiasts who appreciate the
art of driving and the control that comes with a manual transmission. Here are some
reasons why manual transmission still holds appeal:

Engagement and Control

Driving a car with a manual transmission requires more involvement from the driver. This
engagement can create a more thrilling driving experience. Enthusiasts often appreciate:

- Driver Control: Manual transmissions allow for more precise control over gear selection
and engine power.

- Connection to the Car: Shifting gears manually fosters a deeper connection to the vehicle
and enhances the overall driving experience.

- Skill Development: Mastering a manual transmission can be satisfying and provides a
sense of accomplishment.

Performance Benefits

Manual transmissions can offer performance advantages in certain situations:

- Quick Shifts: Experienced drivers can shift faster than some automatics in performance
scenarios.

- Engine Braking: Drivers can downshift to utilize engine braking, which can enhance
control during deceleration.

- Weight Savings: Manual gearboxes are often lighter than their automatic counterparts,
contributing to better handling dynamics.

Current Manual Transmission Options in Lexus

As of 2023, the availability of Lexus models with manual transmissions is extremely
limited. However, enthusiasts can still find a few options that maintain the brand’s luxury
and performance heritage.

The Lexus IS Series

The Lexus IS series has historically been the most notable model for manual transmission
enthusiasts.



- IS 350 F Sport (2014-2020): Although primarily available with an automatic, some earlier
variants of the IS 350 offered a manual option, which provided an exhilarating driving
experience combined with a powerful V6 engine.

- IS 300 (2001-2005): As mentioned previously, the IS 300 remains one of the more
popular options for those seeking a manual transmission in a Lexus.

Collectible Models

For collectors and enthusiasts looking for a Lexus with a manual transmission, older
models remain in demand. Here are a few noteworthy examples:

1. Lexus SC 300: This classic coupe is highly sought after, and its rarity with a manual
transmission makes it a prized possession among collectors.

2. Lexus GS 300: The earlier generations of the GS series, particularly the 2000 model, are
often found with manual transmissions. They represent a blend of luxury and performance.

Maintenance and Ownership Considerations

Owning a Lexus with a manual transmission comes with unique challenges and
responsibilities. Here are some factors to consider:

Maintenance Needs

Manual transmissions may require different maintenance than automatics. Key
maintenance tasks include:

- Fluid Changes: Manual transmission fluid should be changed periodically to ensure
smooth operation.

- Clutch Wear: Regularly check the clutch for wear, as it will need replacement over time.
- Linkage Inspection: Ensure that the shifter linkage remains lubricated and functions

properly.

Driving Experience

Owning a manual transmission vehicle requires a different driving approach:

- Skill Requirement: New drivers may need practice to master the art of shifting gears
smoothly.

- Traffic Challenges: Driving in heavy traffic can be more demanding with a manual, as
constant shifting can become tiring.



Conclusion

While the Lexus with manual transmission has become increasingly rare, the demand for
such vehicles persists among enthusiasts who appreciate the connection and control
offered by manual gearboxes. As the automotive landscape continues to evolve, it is
essential for manufacturers to recognize the value that manual transmissions hold for a
dedicated segment of the market.

For those who cherish the thrill of driving and seek a blend of luxury and performance,
exploring older Lexus models with manual transmissions can provide a rewarding
experience. Whether it’s the IS 300 or the SC 300, these vehicles remind us of the joy of
driving and the timeless connection between car and driver. As we look to the future, the
hope remains that Lexus, and other manufacturers, may reconsider the inclusion of
manual transmissions in their lineups to cater to the desires of passionate driving
enthusiasts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does Lexus offer any models with a manual
transmission?

As of now, Lexus does not offer any new models with a traditional manual transmission.
Most of their lineup features automatic transmissions.

Why are manual transmissions becoming rare in luxury
brands like Lexus?

Luxury brands like Lexus prioritize comfort, convenience, and fuel efficiency, which
automatic transmissions provide more effectively than manual options.

Can I buy a used Lexus with a manual transmission?

Yes, some older Lexus models, particularly the Lexus IS and SC series, were available with
manual transmissions, and you can find used options in the market.

What are the benefits of manual transmission in a
Lexus?

Benefits of manual transmission include greater driver control, potentially better fuel
efficiency in some cases, and a more engaging driving experience.

Which Lexus models historically had a manual



transmission option?

Historically, models like the Lexus IS300 and Lexus SC300 offered manual transmission
options during their production years.

Are there aftermarket manual transmission conversions
available for Lexus vehicles?

Yes, there are aftermarket companies that offer manual transmission conversions for
certain Lexus models, although they may be expensive and complex.

What is the driving experience like in a manual
transmission Lexus?

Driving a manual transmission Lexus can be more engaging and fun, allowing for greater
control over gear selection and engine performance.

Is it worth buying a used Lexus with a manual
transmission?

It can be worth it if you value the driving experience and control that a manual
transmission offers, but ensure you check the vehicle's condition and service history.

Are there any performance advantages to manual
transmission in Lexus vehicles?

Manual transmissions can offer quicker gear changes and better power delivery in
performance-focused models, enhancing the overall driving experience.

How has the demand for manual transmissions changed
in luxury cars like Lexus?

Demand for manual transmissions in luxury cars has significantly decreased, with most
customers preferring the convenience of automatics, leading brands like Lexus to phase
out manual options.
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