
lewis and clark expedition worksheet
Lewis and Clark Expedition Worksheet is an educational tool designed to enhance the learning
experience surrounding one of America's most significant historical undertakings. The Lewis and
Clark Expedition, also known as the Corps of Discovery, was a journey commissioned by President
Thomas Jefferson in 1803 to explore the newly acquired western territories of the United States.
This expedition not only provided invaluable information about the geography, wildlife, and
indigenous peoples of the region but also paved the way for future expansion and settlement. In this
article, we will delve into the details of the expedition, its significance, and how worksheets can
facilitate learning about this monumental journey.

Overview of the Lewis and Clark Expedition

The Lewis and Clark Expedition was a pivotal event in American history, characterized by adventure,
discovery, and the quest for knowledge. Commissioned by Thomas Jefferson, the expedition aimed to
explore the land acquired through the Louisiana Purchase and to find a practical route to the Pacific
Ocean.

Key Objectives of the Expedition

The primary goals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition included:

Mapping the newly acquired territories of the Louisiana Purchase.

Establishing trade relationships with Native American tribes.

Identifying plants, animals, and natural resources in the region.

Finding a northwest passage to facilitate trade with Asia.

Members of the Lewis and Clark Expedition

The expedition comprised a diverse group of individuals, each with specific skills that contributed to
the overall success of the journey. The core members included:

Meriwether Lewis

Meriwether Lewis was appointed by President Jefferson to lead the expedition. A skilled soldier and
naturalist, Lewis was responsible for planning the journey and documenting his observations.



William Clark

William Clark, Lewis's close friend and co-leader, brought his extensive experience as a frontiersman
and cartographer. Clark's mapping skills were crucial in charting the uncharted territories.

Other Notable Members

The expedition team also included:

York: An enslaved man and Clark's personal servant, who participated actively in the journey.

Sacagawea: A Shoshone woman who acted as a guide and interpreter, playing a vital role in
the expedition’s success.

Several soldiers and skilled laborers who provided support and assistance throughout the
journey.

The Journey and Discoveries

The Lewis and Clark Expedition began in May 1804 and lasted until September 1806. The journey
covered approximately 8,000 miles, traversing some of the most challenging terrains in North
America.

Route Taken

The expedition followed a route that included:

Starting in St. Louis, Missouri.1.

Traveling up the Missouri River.2.

Crossing the Rocky Mountains.3.

Reaching the Pacific Ocean at the mouth of the Columbia River.4.

Scientific Discoveries



The expedition led to numerous scientific discoveries, including:

Identification of over 180 species of plants and animals.

Detailed maps of the western territories.

Information about the habitats and cultures of various Native American tribes.

Creating a Lewis and Clark Expedition Worksheet

A Lewis and Clark Expedition Worksheet is an excellent resource for educators looking to engage
students with this historical event. Here are some tips for creating an effective worksheet.

Components of the Worksheet

An effective worksheet should include:

Background Information: Provide a brief overview of the expedition's goals, timeline, and
key figures.

Maps: Include maps for students to label or analyze the route taken by Lewis and Clark.

Questions: Incorporate comprehension questions that encourage critical thinking about the
expedition's significance.

Activities: Suggest activities such as drawing illustrations of key events or writing journal
entries from the perspective of an expedition member.

Sample Questions for the Worksheet

Here are some example questions that can be included in the worksheet:

What were the primary objectives of the Lewis and Clark Expedition?1.

Who were the main members of the expedition, and what roles did they play?2.

What were some of the challenges faced during the journey?3.

How did the discoveries made during the expedition impact westward expansion?4.



Benefits of Using Worksheets in Education

Using a Lewis and Clark Expedition worksheet offers several benefits for both educators and
students.

Engagement and Interaction

Worksheets encourage active participation, allowing students to engage with the material more
deeply. By answering questions and completing activities, students are more likely to retain
information.

Critical Thinking Development

Worksheets can foster critical thinking skills as students analyze historical events, draw conclusions,
and make connections to present-day scenarios.

Assessment of Understanding

Educators can use worksheets to assess students' understanding of key concepts and themes related
to the Lewis and Clark Expedition. This feedback can guide future instruction and highlight areas
where additional emphasis may be needed.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Lewis and Clark Expedition Worksheet serves as a valuable educational resource
that can enhance learning about a critical moment in American history. By exploring the expedition's
objectives, challenges, and discoveries, students can gain a deeper appreciation for the complexities
of exploration and the impact it has had on the nation’s development. Through engaging activities
and thought-provoking questions, worksheets can inspire the next generation to explore the rich
tapestry of America's past and encourage a lifelong love of learning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of the Lewis and Clark Expedition?
The primary goal of the Lewis and Clark Expedition was to explore the newly acquired western
territory of the United States, specifically seeking a direct water route to the Pacific Ocean and to



document the geography, biology, and indigenous cultures of the region.

What key document outlines the objectives of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition?
The key document outlining the objectives of the Lewis and Clark Expedition is the letter from
President Thomas Jefferson to Meriwether Lewis, which detailed the scientific and exploratory aims
of the journey.

What role did Sacagawea play in the Lewis and Clark
Expedition?
Sacagawea served as a crucial guide and interpreter for the Lewis and Clark Expedition, helping the
explorers communicate with Native American tribes and navigate the terrain.

What were some of the major challenges faced by Lewis and
Clark during their expedition?
Some major challenges faced by Lewis and Clark included harsh weather conditions, difficult
terrain, supply shortages, and encounters with various Native American tribes.

How did the Lewis and Clark Expedition contribute to
American expansion?
The Lewis and Clark Expedition contributed to American expansion by providing valuable
information about the geography, resources, and inhabitants of the western territories, thus
encouraging further exploration and settlement.

What was the significance of the journals kept by Lewis and
Clark?
The journals kept by Lewis and Clark were significant as they documented their daily experiences,
scientific discoveries, and interactions with Native Americans, serving as vital historical records of
early American exploration.

What impact did the Lewis and Clark Expedition have on
Native American tribes?
The impact of the Lewis and Clark Expedition on Native American tribes included both positive and
negative effects, such as establishing trade relationships, but also leading to increased tensions and
conflicts due to westward expansion.
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