
lesser key of solomon seals
Lesser Key of Solomon seals are a fascinating topic intertwined with the rich history of
occult practices and the mystical arts. This grimoire, attributed to King Solomon, is not just
a book of spells and incantations but also serves as a repository of the seals used to invoke
and control various spirits and demons. The seals themselves are intricate symbols
believed to possess unique powers, each representing different entities and their attributes.
Understanding the Lesser Key of Solomon seals requires delving into their historical
context, the specific seals and their meanings, and their implications in modern occult
practices.

Historical Background of the Lesser Key of
Solomon

The Lesser Key of Solomon, also known as the Lemegeton, is a compilation of texts that
emerged during the 17th century but draws upon older traditions of Jewish mysticism and
magic. The text is divided into five distinct parts, each exploring different aspects of
Solomon’s supposed magical abilities.

Origins and Authorship

- The grimoire is believed to have originated in the late 16th or early 17th century, though
its roots can be traced back to medieval texts.
- King Solomon, a biblical figure renowned for his wisdom and power, is credited with the
creation of these magical practices, although the actual authorship remains a subject of
debate among scholars.
- The most well-known version of the Lesser Key of Solomon was published in 1904 by S. L.
MacGregor Mathers, who translated and compiled the text from various manuscripts.

Structure of the Lesser Key of Solomon

The Lesser Key of Solomon is divided into five main sections:

1. Ars Goetia: This section details the 72 demons that Solomon is said to have commanded,
providing descriptions, attributes, and the specific seals associated with each demon.
2. Ars Theurgia-Goetia: Focuses on spirits of the air and provides instructions for
summoning and controlling these entities.
3. Ars Paulina: Centers on the invocation of angels associated with the planets and their
corresponding powers.
4. Ars Almadel: Discusses the use of a wax tablet for angelic communication, including the
construction of the Almadel, a device for summoning celestial entities.
5. Ars Notoria: Comprises prayers and rituals aimed at achieving knowledge and
understanding through divine intervention.



Each section reveals a different facet of the magical practices attributed to Solomon and
emphasizes the importance of the seals used in these rituals.

The Seals of the Lesser Key of Solomon

The seals within the Lesser Key of Solomon are not mere symbols; they are considered
powerful tools for summoning and controlling the spirits they represent. Each seal is unique
and intricately designed, often accompanied by specific instructions on its use.

Understanding Seals

- Purpose: Seals are used to invoke the power of the entity they represent. They act as a
conduit for the magician to channel that power.
- Design: Each seal includes various geometric shapes, letters, and sometimes even
astrological symbols, all contributing to its intended purpose.
- Materialization: Traditionally, seals were drawn on parchment or made into amulets, often
created during rituals to enhance their power.

Notable Seals and Their Meanings

Here is a selection of notable seals from the Lesser Key of Solomon, along with their
associated entities and meanings:

1. Seal of Bael:
- Represents: One of the first demons listed in the Ars Goetia.
- Attributes: King of Hell who can make one invisible.
- Symbol: Often depicted with a cat-like appearance, emphasizing stealth and cunning.

2. Seal of Paimon:
- Represents: A powerful king who commands legions of spirits.
- Attributes: Associated with knowledge and communication.
- Symbol: A complex design that incorporates various geometric shapes.

3. Seal of Asmodeus:
- Represents: A demon known for lust and revenge.
- Attributes: Can reveal hidden treasures and secrets.
- Symbol: Characterized by a trident and a serpent, symbolizing duality.

4. Seal of Buer:
- Represents: A great president of Hell with healing powers.
- Attributes: Known for knowledge of herbal medicine and healing.
- Symbol: Typically includes a pentagram, highlighting its connection to healing.

5. Seal of Astaroth:
- Represents: A grand duke, often associated with knowledge and wisdom.



- Attributes: Can reveal secrets of the past, present, and future.
- Symbol: Depicted with a figure holding a serpent, indicating wisdom and temptation.

Practical Use of the Seals

The practical application of the Lesser Key of Solomon seals is a vital aspect of ceremonial
magic. Practitioners often engage in complex rituals to ensure the effectiveness of the
seals.

Preparation for Rituals

1. Setting the Space: A clean and quiet environment is essential. Practitioners often create
a sacred space by cleansing it with incense or salt.
2. Tools Required: Common tools include:
- A dagger or sword for drawing the seals.
- Candles representing different elements or intentions.
- A chalice for offerings or libations.
- The grimoire itself for reference.

3. Meditation and Intent: Before invoking a seal, practitioners often meditate to focus their
energy and intentions clearly.

Ritual Steps for Invocation

1. Circle Casting: Create a protective circle around the ritual space.
2. Seal Drawing: Carefully draw the appropriate seal on the ground or on parchment.
3. Invocation: Recite the specific incantations associated with the seal to summon the
entity.
4. Offering: Present an offering or sacrifice as a gesture of goodwill to the summoned entity.
5. Communication: Engage with the entity, asking for guidance or assistance as required.
6. Closing the Ritual: Once the work is complete, thank the entity, dismiss it, and close the
circle.

Modern Interpretations and Uses

In contemporary esoteric practices, the Lesser Key of Solomon seals continue to be
employed by practitioners of magic, witchcraft, and ceremonial occultism. The resurgence
of interest in the occult has led to a revival of these ancient practices.



Influence on Popular Culture

- The seals and the Lesser Key of Solomon have influenced numerous works of literature,
films, and video games, often depicting magical rituals and entities.
- Many modern occultists draw inspiration from these texts, creating their interpretations
and adaptations of the seals.

Ethical Considerations

- The use of the Lesser Key of Solomon seals raises ethical questions about the
manipulation of spiritual entities and the repercussions of such actions.
- Practitioners are encouraged to approach these rituals with respect, understanding the
potential consequences of invoking and working with spirits.

Conclusion

The Lesser Key of Solomon seals represent a rich tapestry of mystical knowledge and
practice that has transcended centuries. They serve as powerful symbols in the realm of
ceremonial magic, offering practitioners a means to connect with the unseen world.
Understanding the history, meanings, and practical applications of these seals is essential
for anyone interested in the magical arts. Whether viewed through the lens of historical
curiosity or as active tools for modern practitioners, the seals remain a captivating part of
the occult heritage. As the fascination with the mystical continues to grow, the Lesser Key
of Solomon and its seals will undoubtedly maintain their place in the annals of magic and
spirituality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the seals in the Lesser Key of Solomon used
for?
The seals in the Lesser Key of Solomon are believed to be used for invoking and controlling
various spirits or demons. Each seal is associated with a specific spirit and is thought to
hold power that can be accessed by the practitioner.

How many seals are described in the Lesser Key of
Solomon?
The Lesser Key of Solomon contains a total of 72 seals, each corresponding to a different
demon or spirit that can be summoned for various purposes, such as gaining knowledge or
achieving specific goals.



What is the origin of the Lesser Key of Solomon?
The Lesser Key of Solomon, also known as Lemegeton, is a grimoire that is believed to have
been compiled in the 17th century, drawing on earlier texts from the medieval period. It is
part of the Western esoteric tradition and reflects a blend of Jewish, Christian, and occult
influences.

Are the seals of the Lesser Key of Solomon still relevant
in modern occult practices?
Yes, the seals of the Lesser Key of Solomon remain popular in modern occult practices,
particularly among those interested in ceremonial magic, demonology, and theurgy.
Practitioners often study these seals for their historical significance and potential spiritual
applications.

What precautions should one take when using the seals
of the Lesser Key of Solomon?
Practitioners are advised to approach the seals with caution, as invoking spirits can have
unpredictable consequences. Proper rituals, protective measures, and a thorough
understanding of the practices are recommended to ensure safety and efficacy.
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