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Legend Series by Marie Lu is a captivating dystopian trilogy that has
garnered immense popularity among young adult readers. Set in a future
America, where society is divided and turmoil reigns, the series weaves a
gripping tale of rebellion, loyalty, and the search for truth. Comprising
three main books—"Legend," "Prodigy," and "Champion"—this series delves into
the lives of two main characters, June Iparis and Day, as they navigate a
world plagued by corruption and injustice. In this article, we will explore
the themes, character development, world-building, and the overall impact of
the Legend series.

Overview of the Series

The Legend series is set in a dystopian future where the United States has
been divided into the Republic and the Colonies, two conflicting entities
struggling for power and survival. The Republic, characterized by its
militarized government and strict social classes, is portrayed as a
repressive regime that uses fear and propaganda to maintain control. The
story is told from the dual perspectives of its protagonists, June and Day,
who come from vastly different backgrounds yet are connected by fate and
circumstance.

- Books in the Series:
1. Legend (2011)
2. Prodigy (2013)
3. Champion (2013)

Each book builds upon the previous installment, revealing deeper layers of
the world and the characters' motivations.

Main Characters

The series revolves around two central figures whose lives and destinies
intersect dramatically.

June Iparis

June is introduced as a prodigy of the Republic, having achieved a perfect
score on her Trial, a test that determines a citizen's future role in
society. A fierce and intelligent girl, June is initially portrayed as an
unwavering loyalist to the Republic. However, her journey is marked by
profound transformation as she uncovers the truths about her government and



the injustices it perpetuates.

- Key Traits:
- Intelligent
- Resourceful
- Loyal
- Determined

Day (Daniel Altan Wing)

Day is the Republic's most wanted criminal, a notorious figure known for his
many acts of rebellion against the oppressive government. He is a complex
character driven by a desire to protect his family and fight against the
injustices inflicted by the Republic. As the story unfolds, readers learn
about Day's vulnerabilities, motivations, and the sacrifices he makes for
those he loves.

- Key Traits:
- Charismatic
- Brave
- Compassionate
- Idealistic

Thematic Elements

The Legend series is rich in themes that resonate with contemporary societal
issues, making it relatable to readers of all ages.

Government Control and Rebellion

One of the most prominent themes in the series is the exploration of
government control and the nature of rebellion. The Republic represents a
totalitarian regime that employs surveillance, propaganda, and violence to
maintain its authority. As June and Day navigate their respective journeys,
they challenge the status quo and question the morality of the system they
once believed in.

- Sub-themes:
- The impact of propaganda
- The importance of individual freedoms
- The moral complexities of rebellion



Identity and Loyalty

Identity plays a crucial role in the development of both June and Day. Their
experiences force them to confront their beliefs, values, and loyalties. The
series highlights how personal experiences shape one's identity and how
loyalty can be tested in the face of adversity.

- Key Questions:
- What does it mean to be loyal?
- How do personal experiences shape one's identity?
- Can loyalty coexist with the pursuit of justice?

Love and Sacrifice

At its core, the Legend series is also a love story that explores the theme
of sacrifice. The relationship between June and Day evolves throughout the
trilogy, highlighting the strength of their bond as they face insurmountable
odds. Their love becomes a driving force in their fight against the
oppressive regime, showcasing the power of human connection in the face of
despair.

World-Building

The world-building in the Legend series is intricately crafted, with vivid
descriptions of the Republic’s dystopian society. Lu creates a believable and
immersive setting that reflects the consequences of war, economic disparity,
and social injustice.

Societal Structure

The Republic is divided into distinct social classes, with a stark contrast
between the wealthy elite and the impoverished lower classes. This division
is a crucial element of the story, as it influences the characters'
motivations and decisions.

- Key Elements:
- Upper Class: Wealthy individuals who benefit from the Republic's power and
policies.
- Lower Class: Struggling citizens often subjected to harsh conditions and
exploitation.
- Military: The armed forces that uphold the Republic's authoritarian rule.



Technology and Warfare

The series also touches upon the role of technology in warfare and
surveillance. The Republic utilizes advanced technology for surveillance and
control, creating a society where privacy is virtually nonexistent. This
technological aspect serves as a critical backdrop for the characters'
struggles.

Critical Reception

The Legend series has received widespread acclaim from readers and critics
alike. It has been praised for its fast-paced narrative, well-developed
characters, and thought-provoking themes. The series has won several awards
and has been nominated for various literary honors, solidifying Marie Lu's
position as a prominent author in the young adult genre.

- Notable Awards:
- YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults
- Goodreads Choice Awards Nominee

Conclusion

The Legend series by Marie Lu is a compelling exploration of a dystopian
future that challenges readers to reflect on themes of government control,
identity, love, and sacrifice. Through the eyes of June and Day, readers are
taken on a thrilling journey filled with action, emotion, and moral dilemmas.
Lu's ability to create a vivid world with relatable characters ensures that
the series resonates with a wide audience. As young adult literature
continues to evolve, the Legend series remains a significant contribution to
the genre, inviting readers to question the nature of power and the
importance of standing up for what is right. Whether you're a fan of
dystopian fiction or new to the genre, the Legend series is a must-read—one
that will leave a lasting impression long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the 'Legend' series by
Marie Lu?
The 'Legend' series is set in a dystopian future where the United States has
split into two warring nations. The story follows two main characters, June
Iparis, a prodigy from the Republic, and Day, a notorious criminal from the
slums, as their paths intertwine amidst political intrigue and personal



struggles.

Who are the main characters in the 'Legend' series?
The main characters are June Iparis, a 15-year-old military prodigy from the
Republic, and Daniel 'Day' Altan Wing, a 15-year-old wanted criminal. Their
complex relationship and differing backgrounds drive the narrative.

What themes are explored in the 'Legend' series?
The series explores themes such as loyalty, love, sacrifice, and the
consequences of a totalitarian regime. It also delves into social inequality
and the moral complexities of war.

How many books are in the 'Legend' series?
The 'Legend' series consists of three main books: 'Legend', 'Prodigy', and
'Champion', along with a novella titled 'Life Before Legend' which serves as
a prequel.

What is the significance of the characters'
backgrounds in the 'Legend' series?
June's elite upbringing in the Republic contrasts sharply with Day's
experiences in the lower class, highlighting the social divide and the impact
of their environments on their ideologies and choices throughout the series.

Is there a movie adaptation of the 'Legend' series?
As of now, there has been no official movie adaptation of the 'Legend'
series, although there have been discussions about a potential film or
television series.

What makes the 'Legend' series popular among young
adult readers?
The 'Legend' series is popular for its fast-paced plot, strong character
development, and exploration of relevant social issues, making it relatable
and engaging for young adult readers who enjoy dystopian fiction.
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