
lds church relief society presidency

lds church relief society presidency represents a vital leadership body within The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, dedicated to overseeing the Relief Society, one of the oldest and largest women's
organizations in the world. This presidency plays a critical role in guiding the spiritual, humanitarian, and
educational efforts of the Relief Society at local and general levels. Understanding the structure,
responsibilities, and historical significance of the LDS Church Relief Society Presidency provides insight
into its impact on members and communities worldwide. This article explores the composition of the
presidency, its duties, historical development, and the ways it supports the Relief Society’s mission.
Additionally, it addresses how the presidency collaborates with other church organizations to enhance
service and strengthen faith among women. The following sections will offer a comprehensive overview
of the LDS Church Relief Society Presidency.
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Overview of the LDS Church Relief Society Presidency
The LDS Church Relief Society Presidency is the governing body responsible for directing the activities
and programs of the Relief Society organization within the LDS Church. This presidency exists at both the
general church level and within local congregations, known as wards or branches. The general Relief
Society Presidency provides worldwide leadership, while local presidencies administer Relief Society
programs at the congregational level. The presidency is typically composed of a president and two
counselors who work together to fulfill the organization’s purpose of providing spiritual nourishment,
service opportunities, and support to women. The Relief Society itself was established to unite women in
faith and service, and the presidency ensures that these goals are met effectively.



Composition of the Presidency
The LDS Church Relief Society Presidency consists of:

The President: The primary leader who directs the overall vision and administration.

First Counselor: Assists the president and often oversees specific programs or initiatives.

Second Counselor: Provides additional support and helps manage day-to-day operations and member
engagement.

Each member is called through inspiration and approval by church authorities and serves voluntarily
without financial compensation.

Roles and Responsibilities
The LDS Church Relief Society Presidency carries a wide range of responsibilities designed to support LDS
women spiritually, emotionally, and temporally. Their leadership ensures that the Relief Society fulfills its
mission to strengthen faith, provide education, and facilitate charitable service. The presidency also helps
women develop talents, provide relief to those in need, and promote gospel principles within the
community.

Spiritual Guidance
One of the primary duties of the Relief Society Presidency is to nurture the spiritual growth of women.
They organize and oversee gospel study classes, devotionals, and other religious activities that encourage
faith development and personal conversion.

Service and Humanitarian Efforts
The presidency directs service projects and humanitarian initiatives that address local and global needs.
These efforts often include welfare assistance, disaster relief, community outreach, and support for
vulnerable populations.

Educational Programs
Education is another key responsibility, with the presidency facilitating workshops, classes, and training
sessions that enhance life skills, leadership abilities, and doctrinal understanding among members.



Administration and Leadership Development
The presidency is also responsible for administrative duties such as planning meetings, managing budgets,
and mentoring future Relief Society leaders. They cultivate leadership skills among women to ensure
continuity and growth of the organization.

Historical Background
The LDS Church Relief Society Presidency has a rich history dating back to the mid-19th century. The
Relief Society was founded in 1842 under the direction of church founder Joseph Smith, with Emma
Smith appointed as the first president. Since then, the presidency has evolved to meet the changing needs
of LDS women around the world.

Early Leadership
The initial presidency set the foundation for Relief Society’s focus on charity, education, and spiritual
development. Early leaders organized sewing projects to support the needy and established educational
programs for women.

Modern Developments
Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, the presidency expanded its scope to include worldwide
humanitarian efforts and global membership support. The presidency’s leadership has been instrumental in
adapting Relief Society programs to diverse cultural contexts while maintaining core doctrinal principles.

Organization and Structure
The organizational structure of the LDS Church Relief Society Presidency is designed to facilitate efficient
leadership and effective communication across all levels of the church. The presidency at the general level
oversees the entire Relief Society organization worldwide, while local presidencies operate within wards
and stakes.

General Relief Society Presidency
The general presidency is called by the First Presidency of the LDS Church and is responsible for policy-
making, program development, and global coordination. This presidency works closely with other general
auxiliary presidencies to align Relief Society efforts with broader church objectives.



Local Relief Society Presidencies
At the ward and stake levels, presidencies are called by local church leaders to administer Relief Society
programs within their respective congregations. These presidencies implement general directives and
tailor activities to meet the specific needs of their members.

Leadership Training and Support
Both general and local presidencies participate in ongoing leadership training provided by the church. This
training enhances their ability to serve effectively and equips them with resources to support Relief
Society members.

Impact and Contributions
The LDS Church Relief Society Presidency has had a profound impact on millions of women and their
communities. Through their leadership, Relief Society members have been empowered to serve, learn,
and grow in faith and character. The presidency’s contributions extend beyond the church to humanitarian
and charitable causes worldwide.

Empowerment of Women
The presidency fosters an environment where women can develop leadership skills, gain education, and
participate fully in church life. This empowerment contributes to stronger families and communities.

Humanitarian Service
Under the presidency’s direction, Relief Society members have organized aid for natural disasters, poverty
relief, and health initiatives. These humanitarian efforts demonstrate the church’s commitment to
compassion and service.

Community Building
The presidency also promotes social and spiritual activities that build community among members,
reinforcing unity and mutual support.



Collaboration with Other Church Organizations
The LDS Church Relief Society Presidency works collaboratively with other church auxiliary
organizations to maximize the effectiveness of service and gospel teaching. This teamwork ensures a
unified approach to meeting the needs of church members and communities.

Young Women Organization
The Relief Society Presidency often coordinates with the Young Women organization to provide
mentorship opportunities and joint service projects that link women of different generations.

Sunday School and Primary
Collaboration with Sunday School and Primary presidencies helps align teaching efforts and reinforce
gospel principles across all age groups.

Priesthood Leaders
The presidency also partners with local priesthood leaders to support member welfare, family history
work, and missionary efforts, creating a cohesive church environment.

Shared planning of events and service projects

Joint training sessions for leaders

Coordinated communication to members

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the Relief Society Presidency in the LDS Church?
The Relief Society Presidency leads the Relief Society organization in the LDS Church, focusing on the
spiritual and temporal welfare of women, providing service, teaching, and strengthening families.



Who typically serves in the Relief Society Presidency?
The Relief Society Presidency usually consists of a president and two counselors, all of whom are
experienced women called by church leaders to serve in this capacity.

How is the Relief Society Presidency chosen in the LDS Church?
Members of the Relief Society Presidency are called by local or general church leaders through revelation
and prayer, and the calling is sustained by members of the congregation.

What are some responsibilities of the Relief Society Presidency?
Their responsibilities include organizing service projects, teaching gospel principles, providing
humanitarian aid, supporting women’s spiritual growth, and overseeing Relief Society meetings and
activities.

How does the Relief Society Presidency support families in the LDS
Church?
They provide resources, counseling, and programs that strengthen family relationships, promote faith, and
assist in times of need, helping women fulfill their roles within their families.

Can women in the Relief Society Presidency hold priesthood authority?
They act under priesthood direction but do not hold priesthood authority themselves.

How long does a Relief Society Presidency typically serve?
The length of service varies, but typically a Relief Society Presidency serves for several years, depending
on the needs of the congregation and inspiration of church leaders.

What is the relationship between the Relief Society Presidency and the
bishopric?
They collaborate closely with the bishopric to coordinate service and leadership efforts.

How does the Relief Society Presidency contribute to the global mission
of the LDS Church?
They help mobilize women worldwide to participate in humanitarian aid, missionary efforts, education,
and service projects that reflect the teachings and values of the LDS Church.



Where can I learn more about the Relief Society Presidency and their
teachings?
Information is available on the official LDS Church website, in church magazines such as the Ensign and
Liahona, and through local Relief Society meetings and classes.

Additional Resources
1. Called to Serve: Leadership in the Relief Society Presidency
This book offers practical guidance and spiritual insights for women serving in the Relief Society
presidency. It explores the responsibilities and blessings of leadership within the LDS Church's Relief
Society organization. Through scriptural references and personal stories, it helps leaders nurture faith,
provide service, and strengthen their communities.

2. Women of Faith: Lessons from Relief Society Leaders
Focusing on the experiences of past and present Relief Society presidents, this book highlights their faith
journeys and leadership principles. Readers gain inspiration and counsel on how to support and uplift sisters
in the church. It also emphasizes the role of prayer, revelation, and love in effective leadership.

3. Strengthening Sisterhood: A Guide for Relief Society Presidencies
This comprehensive guide addresses the challenges and opportunities faced by Relief Society presidencies.
It covers topics such as program planning, ministering, and fostering unity among women. The book
encourages leaders to build strong relationships and create an environment of spiritual growth.

4. Leading with Love: The Heart of Relief Society Presidency
Centered on Christlike love as the foundation of leadership, this book teaches Relief Society presidents how
to serve with compassion and humility. It includes practical advice for ministering to diverse needs and
building a supportive Relief Society. The author shares personal experiences and scriptural insights to
inspire leaders.

5. Faith in Action: Empowering Relief Society Presidencies
This resource focuses on empowering Relief Society leaders to implement inspired programs and service
projects. It discusses the importance of revelation and collaboration within presidencies. The book also offers
strategies for effective communication and nurturing spiritual development among members.

6. Relief Society Presidency Handbook: Principles and Practices
A thorough handbook designed to assist Relief Society presidents and counselors in their callings. It outlines
duties, meeting formats, and methods for engaging sisters in gospel learning and service. The book serves
as a practical tool for leadership training and ongoing inspiration.

7. Her Hands: Stories of Relief Society Presidency Service
A collection of inspiring stories from women who have served in Relief Society presidencies, highlighting



moments of faith, challenge, and growth. These narratives illustrate how leadership in the Relief Society
impacts individuals, families, and communities. The book encourages current and future leaders to trust in
the Lord’s guidance.

8. Building Zion: Relief Society Presidency and Community Strength
This book emphasizes the Relief Society’s role in building Zion through unified leadership and
compassionate service. It explores how presidencies can foster a sense of belonging and spiritual strength
among members. Practical suggestions for outreach, teaching, and ministering are included.

9. Guided by the Spirit: Inspiration for Relief Society Presidencies
Focusing on the role of the Holy Ghost in leadership, this book helps Relief Society presidencies seek and
recognize inspiration. It provides insights into personal spiritual preparation and collective decision-making.
Leaders are encouraged to rely on the Spirit to fulfill their sacred responsibilities effectively.
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