
law of sine and cosines review worksheet

law of sine and cosines review worksheet serves as an essential tool for students and educators

aiming to master the application of these fundamental trigonometric principles. This comprehensive

review aids in reinforcing knowledge of the Law of Sines and Law of Cosines, which are crucial for

solving various types of triangles in geometry and trigonometry. It encompasses a variety of problem

types, from basic calculations to more complex scenarios involving different triangle configurations.

The worksheet is designed to improve problem-solving skills, deepen conceptual understanding, and

prepare learners for exams or practical applications. Emphasizing both formulas and problem-solving

strategies, this review worksheet ensures a solid grasp of how to determine unknown sides and angles

in triangles. The following sections will explore the definitions, formulas, example problems, and tips for

effectively using a law of sine and cosines review worksheet.

Understanding the Law of Sines

Exploring the Law of Cosines

Comparing Law of Sines and Law of Cosines

Sample Problems and Solutions

Tips for Using a Law of Sine and Cosines Review Worksheet

Understanding the Law of Sines

The Law of Sines is a fundamental principle in trigonometry that relates the lengths of sides of a

triangle to the sines of its opposite angles. It is particularly useful for solving oblique triangles, where



none of the angles are right angles. The law states that the ratio of the length of a side to the sine of

its opposite angle is constant for all three sides and angles in a triangle.

Formula and Explanation

The Law of Sines can be expressed as:

a / sin A = b / sin B = c / sin C

Here, a, b, and c represent the sides of the triangle, while A, B, and C are the angles opposite those

sides respectively. This formula allows one to find unknown sides or angles when given sufficient

information.

When to Use the Law of Sines

The Law of Sines is most effective in cases such as:

Angle-Angle-Side (AAS) known

Angle-Side-Angle (ASA) known

Side-Side-Angle (SSA) known (with caution due to possible ambiguous cases)

Understanding these scenarios is essential for correctly applying the law in problem-solving exercises

found in a law of sine and cosines review worksheet.

Exploring the Law of Cosines

The Law of Cosines extends the ability to solve triangles by relating the lengths of the sides to the

cosine of one of the angles. It is especially useful for triangles where the Law of Sines is not directly



applicable, such as when two sides and the included angle are known.

Formula and Explanation

The Law of Cosines is typically written as:

c² = a² + b² - 2ab * cos C

In this equation, c is the side opposite angle C, and a and b are the other two sides. This formula

allows calculation of an unknown side when two sides and the included angle are known, or an

unknown angle when all three side lengths are known.

When to Use the Law of Cosines

This law applies in the following cases:

Side-Angle-Side (SAS) known

Side-Side-Side (SSS) known

Mastery of these applications is critical when practicing with a law of sine and cosines review

worksheet, as it frequently involves such problem types.

Comparing Law of Sines and Law of Cosines

Both the Law of Sines and the Law of Cosines are powerful tools for solving triangles, but their

applications differ depending on the given information. Understanding their differences helps in

selecting the correct approach during problem-solving.



Key Differences

The main distinctions include:

Law of Sines: Relates sides to opposite angles; best for cases involving known angles and one

side.

Law of Cosines: Relates sides and the included angle; ideal for cases with two sides and the

included angle or all three sides known.

Ambiguous Cases: Law of Sines can sometimes lead to ambiguous triangle solutions (SSA),

whereas Law of Cosines provides a definitive approach.

Choosing the Right Law

When approaching problems in a law of sine and cosines review worksheet, it is important to analyze

the given information carefully:

If two angles and one side are known, use the Law of Sines.1.

If two sides and the included angle are known, use the Law of Cosines.2.

If all three sides are known, use the Law of Cosines to find angles.3.

Be cautious with SSA cases and verify possible ambiguous solutions using the Law of Sines.4.



Sample Problems and Solutions

Applying the laws in practice problems is essential for mastery. A law of sine and cosines review

worksheet typically includes a variety of problems designed to reinforce computation and conceptual

understanding.

Example 1: Using the Law of Sines

Problem: Given a triangle with angle A = 40°, angle B = 60°, and side a = 10 units, find side b.

Solution: First, calculate angle C:

C = 180° - A - B = 80°

Using the Law of Sines:

b / sin B = a / sin A

b = (sin 60° / sin 40°) * 10 ≈ (0.866 / 0.643) * 10 ≈ 13.47

Thus, side b is approximately 13.47 units.

Example 2: Using the Law of Cosines

Problem: Find side c in a triangle where a = 7, b = 9, and angle C = 60°.

Solution: Apply the Law of Cosines formula:

c² = a² + b² - 2ab * cos C = 7² + 9² - 2 * 7 * 9 * cos 60° = 49 + 81 - 126 * 0.5 = 130 - 63 = 67

c = √67 ≈ 8.19

Therefore, side c is approximately 8.19 units.

Example 3: Ambiguous Case using Law of Sines

Problem: Given side a = 8, side b = 10, and angle A = 30°, determine possible values of angle B.



Solution: Use the Law of Sines:

sin B / b = sin A / a → sin B = (b * sin A) / a = (10 * 0.5) / 8 = 5 / 8 = 0.625

B = sin⁻¹(0.625) ≈ 38.68°

Since sine is positive in two quadrants, the second possible angle is:

180° - 38.68° = 141.32°

Both angles are checked for validity within the triangle sum rules to determine if one or two triangles

exist.

Tips for Using a Law of Sine and Cosines Review Worksheet

Effective use of a review worksheet involves more than just completing problems; it requires strategy

and understanding. The following tips enhance learning outcomes when working through such

materials.

Understand the Concepts Thoroughly

Before attempting problems, review the derivations and applications of both laws. Understanding why

the formulas work aids in retention and application.

Identify Known and Unknown Elements

Carefully list given sides and angles, and clearly mark what needs to be found. This step helps in

choosing the appropriate law for each problem.

Practice with Varied Problems

Engage with problems of different types and difficulty levels, including ambiguous cases and real-world

applications. This variety prepares learners for diverse exam questions.



Check Answers for Consistency

Verify that calculated angles and sides satisfy the triangle inequality and that the sum of angles equals

180°. This validation prevents errors.

Use Step-by-Step Methods

Document each step clearly to avoid confusion and to facilitate review. Writing out each formula

substitution and calculation promotes accuracy.

Review key definitions and formulas regularly.

Work through example problems before tackling new exercises.

Clarify doubts using additional resources if necessary.

Time practice sessions to simulate exam conditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Law of Sines and when is it used?

The Law of Sines states that in any triangle, the ratio of the length of a side to the sine of its opposite

angle is constant. It is used to find unknown sides or angles in oblique triangles when given either two

angles and one side (AAS or ASA) or two sides and a non-included angle (SSA).



How does the Law of Cosines differ from the Law of Sines?

The Law of Cosines relates the lengths of the sides of a triangle to the cosine of one of its angles and

is used primarily for finding a side when two sides and the included angle are known (SAS), or for

finding angles when all sides are known (SSS). The Law of Sines involves ratios of sides to sines of

angles and is used in different cases.

Can the Law of Sines be used to solve any triangle?

No, the Law of Sines cannot always be used to solve any triangle. It works well for ASA, AAS, or SSA

cases, but the SSA case can sometimes result in the ambiguous case where no triangle, one triangle,

or two triangles may be possible.

What is the formula for the Law of Cosines?

The Law of Cosines formula is: c² = a² + b² - 2ab * cos(C), where a and b are the sides adjacent to

angle C, and c is the side opposite angle C.

How do you solve a triangle using the Law of Sines when given two

angles and one side?

First, use the fact that the sum of angles in a triangle is 180° to find the third angle. Then apply the

Law of Sines to find the unknown sides by setting up ratios between the known side and its opposite

angle and the unknown sides and their opposite angles.

What is the ambiguous case in the Law of Sines?

The ambiguous case occurs in SSA (Side-Side-Angle) triangles when two sides and a non-included

angle are known. Depending on the values, there may be zero, one, or two possible triangles that

satisfy the conditions.



Why is it important to review worksheets on the Law of Sines and

Cosines?

Reviewing worksheets helps reinforce understanding of when and how to apply each law, practice

solving different types of triangle problems, and prepare for tests or real-world applications involving

trigonometry and triangle measurements.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering the Law of Sines and Cosines: A Comprehensive Review

This book offers a thorough exploration of the Law of Sines and Cosines, ideal for students seeking to

strengthen their understanding. It includes detailed explanations, step-by-step examples, and a variety

of practice problems. The review worksheets at the end of each chapter help reinforce key concepts

and problem-solving techniques.

2. Trigonometry Essentials: Law of Sines and Cosines Practice Workbook

Designed as a hands-on workbook, this title focuses exclusively on the Law of Sines and Cosines to

build confidence. It features clear instructions, numerous exercises, and real-world applications that

make learning engaging. The included review worksheets allow for self-assessment and progress

tracking.

3. Applying the Law of Sines and Cosines: Problems and Solutions

This book is perfect for students and educators looking for a problem-driven approach to the Law of

Sines and Cosines. It presents a wide array of problems, from basic to advanced levels, along with

detailed solutions. The review worksheets reinforce learning by challenging readers to apply concepts

independently.

4. Geometry and Trigonometry Review: Focus on Law of Sines and Cosines

Combining geometry fundamentals with trigonometric principles, this book offers a balanced review of

the Law of Sines and Cosines. It emphasizes visual learning through diagrams and practical examples.



The review worksheets provide targeted practice to solidify understanding.

5. Law of Sines and Cosines: A Student’s Guide to Trigonometric Problem Solving

This guidebook is tailored for students preparing for exams or needing a refresher on trigonometry. It

breaks down the Law of Sines and Cosines into manageable concepts and practice exercises. The

included review worksheets help reinforce skills through repeated practice and application.

6. Trigonometry Made Simple: Law of Sines and Cosines Review

Aimed at simplifying complex concepts, this book demystifies the Law of Sines and Cosines with easy-

to-follow explanations. It includes practical examples and diverse practice problems to enhance

comprehension. Review worksheets at the end of each section encourage active learning.

7. Advanced Trigonometry: Deep Dive into Law of Sines and Cosines

For those seeking a more rigorous understanding, this title explores advanced applications of the Law

of Sines and Cosines. It covers proofs, derivations, and complex problem scenarios. The review

worksheets challenge readers to apply theory to sophisticated problems.

8. Practice Makes Perfect: Law of Sines and Cosines Review Worksheets

Focused entirely on practice, this book compiles an extensive collection of review worksheets centered

on the Law of Sines and Cosines. It is an excellent resource for self-study or classroom use. The

variety of problems ensures comprehensive coverage and skill reinforcement.

9. Trigonometry Review and Reinforcement: Law of Sines and Cosines Edition

This resource provides a concise review of key trigonometric principles related to the Law of Sines and

Cosines. It integrates theory with numerous practice exercises and review worksheets. Designed for

quick study sessions, it is ideal for exam preparation and concept reinforcement.
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