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Last Night in Soho Analysis: Edgar Wright’s 2021 film is a bold and stylistically rich
journey through time, blending elements of horror, psychological thriller, and vibrant
nostalgia. The film, which follows a young fashion student named Eloise as she
mysteriously travels back to 1960s London, presents an intriguing exploration of ambition,
trauma, and the darker undercurrents of the glamorous past. This article delves into the
various thematic elements, character arcs, and stylistic choices that make "Last Night in
Soho" a standout piece in contemporary cinema.

Plot Summary

The narrative centers around Eloise (Thomasin McKenzie), an aspiring fashion designer
who moves to London from a small town. She is haunted by visions of her deceased
mother and possesses an innate connection to the past. Upon arrival in the bustling city,
Eloise experiences a sense of disorientation and homesickness, exacerbated by her
classmates’ dismissive attitudes and the intimidating urban landscape.

One fateful night, Eloise finds herself transported back to the swinging 1960s, where she
encounters a vibrant and ambitious singer named Sandie (Anya Taylor-Joy). Sandie's life
seems dreamy and glamorous, filled with music and the promise of stardom. However, as
Eloise becomes more entrenched in Sandie's world, she discovers that the era is not as
idyllic as it appears. The film gradually reveals a sinister underbelly of exploitation and
violence, culminating in a chilling confrontation that forces Eloise to reconcile her
fantasies with the harsh realities of life.

Thematic Exploration

"Last Night in Soho" is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels. Below are some
of the most prominent themes explored throughout the film.

Ambition and the Cost of Fame

- The Pursuit of Dreams: Eloise and Sandie both embody the drive for success in the
competitive world of fashion and music. Their aspirations highlight the lengths individuals
will go to achieve their dreams.
- The Dark Side of Stardom: While Sandie initially appears to be living the dream, the film
reveals the predatory nature of the entertainment industry. The cost of fame is depicted as
a loss of identity, innocence, and ultimately, safety.



Time and Memory

- Nostalgia vs. Reality: Eloise’s romanticized view of the past is challenged as she learns
that the 1960s were not solely filled with glamour and excitement. The film critiques the
way nostalgia can distort our understanding of history.
- The Influence of Trauma: Eloise’s visions are tied to her personal trauma and family
history. The film suggests that unresolved pain can manifest in various ways, shaping our
perceptions of both the past and present.

Gender and Exploitation

- Women’s Vulnerability: The film presents a stark commentary on the exploitation of
women, both in the past and present. Sandie's experiences highlight the dangers faced by
women in pursuit of their aspirations, while Eloise’s encounters with men in modern
London reflect ongoing systemic issues.
- Female Agency: Despite the exploitation, the film also showcases moments of resilience
and empowerment. Eloise's journey is one of reclaiming her agency, as she navigates the
challenges posed by both the past and her current reality.

Character Development

The characters in "Last Night in Soho" are intricately crafted, each representing different
facets of the film’s themes.

Eloise Turner

Eloise serves as the film's protagonist and a representation of youthful ambition and
idealism. Her journey is marked by:

1. Innocence and Naivety: At the film's start, she is an innocent dreamer, captivated by the
allure of the 1960s.
2. Transformation: As she witnesses the darker sides of Sandie's life, Eloise experiences a
profound transformation, confronting her own fears and desires.
3. Resilience: Eloise ultimately emerges stronger, learning to navigate the complexities of
her own identity and the realities of her ambitions.

Sandie

Sandie is a complex character whose initial charm and allure mask a deeper tragedy. Her
development includes:

1. Ambition: Sandie represents the struggle for success in a male-dominated industry. Her



desire for fame drives her actions but also leads to her downfall.
2. Victimhood: As the story unfolds, it becomes clear that Sandie is a victim of
manipulation and violence, serving as a cautionary tale about the costs of ambition.
3. Legacy: Sandie's impact on Eloise resonates throughout the film, representing the scars
left by past traumas.

Supporting Characters

- Lindsay (Synnøve Karlsen): Eloise's classmate is emblematic of the superficiality of
contemporary fashion culture, contrasting sharply with Eloise's more profound
aspirations.
- John (Matt Smith): John is initially charming but ultimately reveals the predatory nature
of male characters in the film, representing the dangers women face in pursuing their
dreams.

Stylistic Choices

Edgar Wright’s directorial style significantly contributes to the film's impact. The visual
and auditory elements play a crucial role in conveying themes and emotions.

Cinematography and Visual Aesthetics

- Color Palette: The film employs a vibrant color scheme that shifts between the drabness
of modern London and the rich hues of the 1960s. This contrast emphasizes Eloise's
journey and her connection to the past.
- Transitions: Wright utilizes seamless transitions between the past and present, creating a
fluid narrative that immerses viewers in Eloise's experiences. These transitions often
include clever editing techniques that enhance the dreamlike quality of her time travel.

Sound Design and Music

- Soundtrack: The film features an eclectic mix of 1960s music, serving not only as a
nostalgic backdrop but also as a narrative device that reflects the characters' emotions
and experiences.
- Sound Effects: The use of sound design—such as echoes, whispers, and unsettling
noises—heightens the film's psychological tension and reinforces Eloise's growing sense of
unease.

Conclusion

Last Night in Soho Analysis reveals Edgar Wright's masterful storytelling and his ability to



weave complex themes into an engaging narrative. The film serves as both a homage to
the past and a critique of its darker realities, highlighting the struggles of women in their
pursuit of dreams. Through its rich character development and striking visual style, "Last
Night in Soho" invites viewers to reflect on the nature of ambition, the impact of trauma,
and the seductive yet treacherous allure of nostalgia. By blending genres and playing with
time, Wright creates a thought-provoking cinematic experience that lingers long after the
credits roll.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Last Night in
Soho'?
The film explores themes of nostalgia, identity, and the dark side of ambition, showcasing
how the past can haunt individuals and the consequences of longing for a different life.

How does the film's setting contribute to its narrative?
Set in both contemporary and 1960s London, the contrasting environments highlight the
protagonist's journey and serve as a backdrop for her dreams and nightmares, enhancing
the film's atmosphere and emotional depth.

What role does music play in 'Last Night in Soho'?
Music is integral to the film, not only in establishing the 1960s setting but also in shaping
the emotional tone, with a soundtrack that reflects the characters' inner lives and
amplifies the tension throughout the story.

How does 'Last Night in Soho' reflect the concept of
toxic nostalgia?
The film illustrates toxic nostalgia by depicting how romanticizing the past can lead to
destructive consequences, as the protagonist's idealization of the 1960s ultimately reveals
a darker reality that she must confront.

What cinematic techniques does Edgar Wright use to
convey the film's horror elements?
Edgar Wright employs various cinematic techniques, including dynamic camera
movements, sharp editing, and striking visual contrasts, to create suspense and enhance
the horror elements, making the viewer feel the protagonist's escalating tension and fear.
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