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Larry Burkett business by the principles of biblical stewardship and financial management have
had a profound impact on countless individuals and families seeking to achieve financial freedom
and stability. A renowned author, speaker, and financial advisor, Burkett dedicated his life to helping
people understand the importance of managing their resources wisely according to Christian
principles. His teachings emphasized the integration of faith and finance, guiding people to make
informed decisions that align with their values. This article delves into the fundamental aspects of
Larry Burkett’s business philosophy, his contributions to financial education, and the lasting legacy
he left behind.

Background of Larry Burkett

Larry Burkett was born on February 19, 1939, in Fort Worth, Texas. He grew up in a Christian
household, which profoundly shaped his worldview and values. After earning a degree in finance
from the University of Texas, Burkett began his career in the financial sector. However, his life took
a significant turn when he recognized the need for a financial approach that aligned with Christian
beliefs.

Early Career

- Financial Consultant: Burkett started his career as a financial consultant, where he gained
firsthand experience in the challenges individuals faced in managing their finances.
- Radio Host: In the late 1970s, he began hosting a radio program called “Money Matters,” which
quickly gained popularity. Through this platform, he shared his insights on financial management
from a biblical perspective.

Core Principles of Larry Burkett’s Philosophy

Larry Burkett’s philosophy is rooted in several core principles that emphasize responsible
stewardship, the importance of budgeting, and the need for a debt-free lifestyle.

Stewardship

Burkett believed that all resources, including money, belong to God and that individuals are
entrusted with managing these resources. His teachings encouraged people to view their finances
through the lens of stewardship rather than ownership. This perspective fosters a sense of
responsibility and accountability in financial decisions.



Budgeting

Budgets are a fundamental component of Burkett’s financial philosophy. He advocated for creating
detailed budgets to track income and expenses. Through budgeting, individuals can prioritize their
spending, avoid unnecessary debt, and allocate resources for savings and charitable giving.

Debt-Free Living

A significant aspect of Burkett’s teachings was the importance of living debt-free. He warned against
the dangers of consumer debt and emphasized the freedom that comes from being financially
unencumbered. Burkett encouraged individuals to avoid credit cards and loans, advocating for
saving and paying cash whenever possible.

Books and Educational Resources

Larry Burkett authored numerous books and resources that provided practical guidance on financial
management. His writings became instrumental in shaping the financial education of many
Christians.

Key Publications

1. “Your Money Counts”: This book lays out the biblical principles of money management and
provides practical steps for implementing them.
2. “Business by the Book”: In this work, Burkett explores how to run a business in accordance with
biblical principles, focusing on integrity, ethics, and stewardship.
3. “The Coming Economic Earthquake”: This book offers insights into economic trends and
forecasts, urging readers to prepare for potential financial challenges.

Financial Workshops and Seminars

In addition to his books, Burkett conducted numerous workshops and seminars on financial
management. These events aimed to educate audiences on budgeting, investing, and debt
management while integrating biblical teachings. His engaging speaking style and relatable
anecdotes made complex financial concepts accessible to a broad audience.

Impact on Christian Financial Planning

Larry Burkett played a pivotal role in establishing the field of Christian financial planning. His
teachings helped to create a framework for integrating faith and finance, leading to the development
of a new approach to financial management among Christians.



Founding Crown Financial Ministries

In 1985, Burkett founded Crown Financial Ministries, an organization dedicated to providing biblical
financial education. The ministry offers resources, courses, and counseling services to help
individuals manage their money according to Christian principles.

Influence on Financial Advisors

Burkett’s impact extended beyond individual education; he inspired a generation of financial
advisors to incorporate faith-based principles into their practices. Many Christian financial planners
cite Burkett as a significant influence on their approach to helping clients achieve financial stability
while honoring their values.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Larry Burkett passed away on July 4, 2003, but his legacy continues to resonate in the realm of
personal finance. His teachings remain relevant in today’s economy, where financial challenges
abound and consumer debt is prevalent.

Ongoing Educational Resources

Crown Financial Ministries continues to produce resources and offer programs based on Burkett’s
teachings. These materials are designed to help individuals and families navigate their finances
while remaining true to their faith.

Adapting to Modern Financial Challenges

Burkett’s principles are adaptable to contemporary financial issues, such as the rise of digital
currencies, online banking, and the complexities of modern investing. His emphasis on stewardship
and responsible management provides a timeless framework for addressing current financial
challenges.

Conclusion

Larry Burkett’s business philosophy, rooted in biblical principles, has profoundly influenced the
personal finance landscape. Through his writing, speaking, and the establishment of Crown
Financial Ministries, he provided valuable insights that helped countless individuals manage their
finances with integrity and purpose. His teachings continue to inspire and educate, reminding us
that financial management is not just about numbers; it’s about aligning our financial decisions with
our values and beliefs. As we navigate the complexities of modern finance, Burkett’s legacy serves as



a guiding light, encouraging us to be faithful stewards of the resources entrusted to us.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Larry Burkett and what was his contribution to
business?
Larry Burkett was a financial expert and author known for his Christian-based financial advice. He
founded the ministry 'Christian Financial Concepts' and authored several books on personal finance
and business management.

What are some key principles of business management
according to Larry Burkett?
Larry Burkett emphasized principles such as integrity in business practices, the importance of
budgeting, debt avoidance, and the necessity of seeking God's guidance in decision-making.

How did Larry Burkett's faith influence his business
philosophy?
Burkett's Christian faith was central to his business philosophy, advocating for ethical practices,
stewardship of resources, and serving others through business as a form of ministry.

What resources did Larry Burkett provide for entrepreneurs?
Larry Burkett provided various resources including books, seminars, and radio programs aimed at
educating entrepreneurs on financial management, budgeting, and applying biblical principles in
business.

What is one of Larry Burkett's most popular books on
business?
One of Larry Burkett's most popular books is 'Business by the Book', which offers practical advice on
running a business according to biblical principles.

What impact did Larry Burkett have on Christian
entrepreneurship?
Larry Burkett significantly impacted Christian entrepreneurship by promoting the idea that business
can be a platform for ministry and encouraging Christians to engage in ethical business practices.

How can modern businesses apply Larry Burkett's teachings?
Modern businesses can apply Burkett's teachings by integrating ethical decision-making, developing
financial discipline, creating budgets, and seeking to serve their communities through their business



practices.
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