largest mass shooting in us history 1890

Largest mass shooting in US history 1890 refers to the tragic event that occurred on December 29,
1890, at Wounded Knee Creek in South Dakota. This incident, often described as a massacre rather
than a traditional mass shooting, involved the United States Army and a group of Lakota Sioux. The
Wounded Knee Massacre is pivotal in American history, marking a violent culmination of the Indian
Wars and representing the fraught relationship between Native Americans and the U.S. government.

Background of the Incident

The late 19th century was a tumultuous period in American history, especially for Native American
tribes. As settlers moved westward, conflicts arose over land, resources, and differing cultures.
Several important factors set the stage for the Wounded Knee Massacre:

The Ghost Dance Movement

- The Ghost Dance was a spiritual movement among Native Americans that emerged in the late
1880s.

- It was believed to be a means for tribes to reconnect with their ancestors and restore their former
way of life.

- Many Lakota Sioux participated in the movement, which alarmed the U.S. government and military.

Government Policies and Military Presence

- The U.S. government’s policies during this period included forced assimilation and the confinement
of Native Americans to reservations.

- Tensions escalated as the U.S. Army was deployed to suppress the Ghost Dance and enforce control
over the Lakota Sioux.

- In December 1890, the Army sought to disarm the Lakota, which led to increased friction between
the two groups.

The Events Leading Up to the Massacre

On December 15, 1890, the U.S. Army's 7th Cavalry was dispatched to the Pine Ridge Reservation to
quell the unrest related to the Ghost Dance. Tensions continued to rise, leading to a series of events
that culminated in the tragic massacre.

The Arrival at Wounded Knee



- The 7th Cavalry, under the command of Colonel James W. Forsyth, surrounded the camp of the
Lakota Sioux at Wounded Knee Creek on December 28, 1890.

- The Lakota, led by Chief Big Foot, had been seeking refuge from the military.

- The following day, a confrontation occurred, during which a scuffle broke out over the
disarmament of the Lakota.

The Outbreak of Violence

- The violence began when a soldier attempted to seize a Lakota man’s rifle.
- A shot was fired—though it remains uncertain who fired first—leading to chaos.
- The U.S. Army unleashed a torrent of gunfire on the Lakota, who were largely unarmed a

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the largest mass shooting in U.S. history in 1890?

The largest mass shooting in U.S. history in 1890 occurred during the Wounded Knee Massacre,
where U.S. Army troops killed approximately 300 Lakota Sioux.

What were the circumstances leading up to the Wounded Knee
Massacre?

The Wounded Knee Massacre was preceded by tensions between the U.S. government and Native
American tribes, particularly related to the Ghost Dance movement and the U.S. government's
attempt to suppress Native American culture.

Where did the Wounded Knee Massacre take place?

The Wounded Knee Massacre took place at Wounded Knee Creek on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in South Dakota.

What was the significance of the Wounded Knee Massacre in
American history?

The Wounded Knee Massacre is often seen as a tragic symbol of the violent suppression of Native
American culture and is considered a turning point in the U.S. government's policy towards Native
Americans.

How did the public react to the Wounded Knee Massacre at
the time?

The Wounded Knee Massacre received mixed reactions; while some viewed it as a justified act of
military force, others condemned it as a brutal slaughter of unarmed civilians.



What lessons can be learned from the Wounded Knee
Massacre?

The Wounded Knee Massacre serves as a reminder of the consequences of intolerance, the
importance of understanding cultural differences, and the need for reconciliation with Native
American communities.
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