language used at gallaudet university

Language used at Gallaudet University is a fascinating subject that encapsulates the rich
tapestry of communication methods employed by the Deaf and hard of hearing communities.
Gallaudet University, located in Washington, D.C., is the world's only university designed specifically
for deaf and hard of hearing students. Established in 1864, it has become a beacon of education,
culture, and advocacy for the deaf community. This article will explore the various languages and
modes of communication used at Gallaudet, focusing on American Sign Language (ASL), spoken
English, and other forms of communication.

American Sign Language (ASL)

Overview of ASL

American Sign Language (ASL) is the primary language used at Gallaudet University. ASL is a visual
language that utilizes hand shapes, facial expressions, and body movements to convey meaning. It
has its own unique grammar and syntax, differing significantly from English.

ASL is not merely a signed version of English; it is a fully developed language with its own idioms
and cultural references. For many students at Gallaudet, ASL is their first language, and it plays a
crucial role in their identity and social interaction.

ASL in the Classroom

At Gallaudet, ASL is used as the primary mode of instruction in many classes. Professors and
instructors are proficient in ASL, ensuring that deaf students can engage fully with the material. The
university employs a bilingual approach, where students are encouraged to develop both their ASL
skills and their English language abilities.

Key features of ASL use in classrooms include:

- Visual Learning: Instruction often includes visual aids, demonstrations, and interactive activities.

- Peer Interaction: Group work and collaborative projects allow students to practice their ASL skills
in a social setting.

- Cultural Context: Courses frequently incorporate elements of Deaf culture, history, and community.

Spoken English

Role of Spoken English

While ASL is the predominant language at Gallaudet, spoken English also plays a significant role,
particularly among students who are hard of hearing or those who have different communication



preferences. Many students possess varying degrees of hearing ability and may use spoken English
in conjunction with ASL or as their primary mode of communication.

English in Academic Settings

In certain programs, especially those that cater to students with varying hearing abilities, spoken
English is a vital component of the curriculum. This includes:

- Lectures and Presentations: Some classes may incorporate spoken English for lectures, especially
when utilizing technology such as captions or interpreters.

- Written Assignments: English is essential for written communication, with students often required
to submit essays, reports, and other written work in standard English.

- Public Speaking: Courses in public speaking and communication skills may emphasize the use of
spoken English, allowing students to develop their verbal communication abilities.

Bilingualism and Biculturalism

Understanding Bilingualism at Gallaudet

Gallaudet promotes a bilingual educational philosophy, where students are encouraged to become
proficient in both ASL and English. This approach recognizes the importance of fostering fluency in
both languages to prepare students for diverse communication environments.

The benefits of bilingualism include:

1. Enhanced Cognitive Skills: Learning two languages can improve problem-solving abilities and
critical thinking.

2. Cultural Awareness: Bilingual students often develop a deeper understanding of both Deaf culture
and the hearing world.

3. Career Opportunities: Proficiency in both ASL and English can provide students with a
competitive edge in the job market.

Biculturalism and Identity

Gallaudet University is not just a place of academic learning; it is also a cultural hub for the Deaf
community. Students at Gallaudet often identify as part of both Deaf and hearing cultures, creating a
unique bicultural identity. This biculturalism is deeply intertwined with language use:

- Deaf Culture: ASL is more than just a language; it embodies the values, traditions, and social norms
of the Deaf community.

- Hearing Culture: Understanding spoken English and the hearing world allows students to navigate
various social and professional settings.



Interpreting Services

The Role of Interpreters

Interpreting services are essential at Gallaudet University, ensuring that communication is
accessible for all students. Professional interpreters facilitate communication between deaf and
hearing individuals in various settings, including classrooms, meetings, and social events.

Key aspects of interpreting services include:

- Qualified Interpreters: Gallaudet employs certified interpreters who are trained in both ASL and
spoken English to provide accurate and effective communication.

- Accessibility: Interpreters play a critical role in making events and lectures accessible to all
students, regardless of their primary language.

- Support for Diverse Communication Needs: Interpreters can adapt their communication styles to
meet the needs of individual students, whether they prefer ASL, spoken language, or a combination
of both.

Technology and Communication

Innovative Tools

Advancements in technology have significantly impacted communication methods at Gallaudet
University. Various tools and platforms facilitate interaction among students and faculty, enhancing
the educational experience.

Examples of technology used include:

- Video Relay Services (VRS): These services allow deaf individuals to communicate via video calls
with hearing individuals through interpreters.

- Captioning Services: Real-time captioning is often used in classrooms to provide written text of
spoken language, ensuring all students can follow along.

- Mobile Apps: Various applications designed for deaf communication, such as video messaging and
sign language dictionaries, are commonly used by students.

Social Media and Community Building

Social media platforms have also become a vital means of communication for the deaf community,
allowing for real-time engagement and connection. Gallaudet students use these platforms to:

- Share news and events within the community.
- Connect with peers and alumni for networking and support.
- Advocate for deaf rights and awareness.



Conclusion

The language used at Gallaudet University is a dynamic interplay of American Sign Language,
spoken English, and various forms of technology-mediated communication. The university’s
commitment to bilingual education and the promotion of bicultural identity fosters a unique
environment where students can thrive academically and socially. Through ASL, spoken English, and
the support of interpreting services, Gallaudet stands as a testament to the power of language in
shaping community and identity. As the landscape of communication continues to evolve, Gallaudet
University remains at the forefront of fostering understanding and collaboration among diverse
linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What languages are primarily used at Gallaudet University?

American Sign Language (ASL) is the primary language used at Gallaudet University, alongside
English and various other signed languages.

Is American Sign Language the only language taught at
Gallaudet?

No, while ASL is the primary mode of communication, Gallaudet also offers courses in English and
other languages, including foreign languages.

How does Gallaudet University support bilingual education?

Gallaudet promotes a bilingual educational model, encouraging proficiency in both ASL and English
to foster effective communication and academic success.

What role does ASL play in the culture of Gallaudet
University?

ASL is central to the culture of Gallaudet University, serving not only as a means of communication
but also as a core element of Deaf identity and community.

Are there resources available for learning ASL at Gallaudet?

Yes, Gallaudet offers various resources for learning ASL, including courses, workshops, and
community events that promote ASL literacy.

How does Gallaudet University promote inclusivity for non-
signers?

Gallaudet promotes inclusivity by offering ASL classes for non-signers and providing interpretation
services to facilitate communication.



What is the significance of ASL in academic settings at
Gallaudet?

ASL is significant in academic settings at Gallaudet as it ensures that Deaf students can fully
participate in their education and engage with faculty and peers.

How does Gallaudet University integrate technology to support
language use?

Gallaudet integrates technology through video relay services, captioning, and online ASL resources
to enhance communication and learning experiences.
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