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The Lancia Aurelia B20 is a classic Italian sports coupe that was produced from 1950 to 1958. It is
renowned for its innovative engineering, elegant design, and exceptional performance. As a cherished
classic car, the Aurelia B20 has garnered a dedicated following among enthusiasts and collectors. This
article serves as a comprehensive guide for owners of the Lancia Aurelia B20, detailing essential

information found in the owners manual, maintenance tips, and insights into the car’s unique features.

Introduction to the Lancia Aurelia B20

The Lancia Aurelia B20 is celebrated for several reasons:

- First mass-produced car with a V6 engine: The Aurelia was one of the first cars to feature a V6
engine, which provided a smooth power delivery and excellent performance characteristics.

- Pioneering design: The B20 featured a monocoque chassis, which was innovative for its time,
providing better rigidity and handling.

- Luxurious interior: The car was designed with high-quality materials, creating a comfortable and

stylish driving experience.

Understanding the Owners Manual

The owners manual for the Lancia Aurelia B20 is an invaluable resource that provides detailed
information about the car’s operation, maintenance, and specifications. Here are some critical sections

typically included in the manual:



1. Vehicle Specifications

The manual outlines key specifications, including:

- Engine: V6 engine with a displacement of approximately 2451 cc.

- Power Output: Around 90 to 115 horsepower, depending on the model year and configuration.
- Transmission: 4-speed manual transmission.

- Dimensions: Length of about 4,300 mm, width of 1,660 mm, and height of 1,350 mm.

- Weight: Approximately 1,200 kg.

2. Dashboard Indicators

Understanding the dashboard indicators is crucial for safe operation. Common indicators include:

- Oil Pressure Light: Alerts the driver to low oil pressure.
- Charging System Light: Indicates issues with the battery or alternator.
- Temperature Gauge: Monitors engine temperature to prevent overheating.

- Turn Signal Indicators: Show the status of turn signal operation.

3. Operating Instructions

The manual provides detailed instructions on operating the vehicle's features, such as:

- Starting the Engine: Ensure the gear lever is in neutral, depress the clutch pedal, and turn the
ignition key.

- Using the Headlights: The manual explains the operation of the headlight switch, including high and
low beam functions.

- Windshield Wipers: Instructions on adjusting the wiper speed and using the washer fluid.



Maintenance and Care

Regular maintenance is essential for keeping the Lancia Aurelia B20 in optimal condition. The owners

manual typically includes a maintenance schedule that details the following:

1. Routine Maintenance Tasks

Owners should perform routine tasks at specified intervals, such as:

- Oil Change: Change the engine oil and filter every 5,000 kilometers or annually, whichever comes
first.

- Coolant Check: Inspect coolant levels regularly and replace every two years.

- Brake Inspection: Check brake fluid levels and inspect brake pads and discs for wear every 10,000

kilometers.

2. Seasonal Maintenance Tips

Seasonal changes can affect vehicle performance. Here are some tips:

- Winter Preparation:
- Check battery condition and replace if necessary.
- Ensure the antifreeze is at the correct level and concentration.

- Inspect tires for tread depth and consider winter tires if necessary.

- Summer Preparation:
- Inspect air conditioning functionality.

- Check and replace worn wiper blades for effective visibility during rain.



3. Troubleshooting Common Issues

The manual often includes a troubleshooting section to assist owners in diagnosing common problems,

such as:

- Engine Won't Start:
- Check battery connections and charge level.

- Inspect the fuel system for blockages or leaks.
- Overheating:

- Verify coolant levels and inspect for leaks.

- Check the operation of the thermostat and radiator fan.

Driving the Lancia Aurelia B20

Driving the Aurelia B20 is an experience that blends performance with classic charm. Understanding

its driving dynamics is crucial for both new and seasoned owners.

1. Handling Characteristics

The Aurelia features a well-balanced chassis and responsive steering. Key points to consider:

- Weight Distribution: The car’s design allows for excellent weight distribution, enhancing stability
during cornering.
- Suspension: The independent front suspension with a rear live axle provides a smooth ride and good

handling characteristics.



2. Performance Driving Tips

To maximize the driving experience, owners should consider the following tips:
- Smooth Acceleration: Gradually apply throttle for better grip and control, especially on wet or uneven
surfaces.

- Braking Techniques: Use engine braking to help slow down without over-relying on the brakes, which

can help prolong brake life.

Restoration and Parts Availability

For many enthusiasts, restoring a Lancia Aurelia B20 is part of the ownership experience. Here are

some insights into restoration and parts availability:

1. Sourcing Parts

Finding parts for classic cars can be challenging. Here are some options:

- Specialty Suppliers: Seek out vendors who specialize in classic Lancia parts.

- Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay, Classic Car Restorers, and dedicated forums can be good
sources for rare parts.

- Car Shows and Clubs: Networking with other Aurelia owners can provide leads on where to find

parts.

2. Restoration Tips

When restoring a Lancia Aurelia B20, consider the following:



- Document Everything: Keep detailed records of repairs and parts used for future reference and
potential resale.

- Stay True to Original Specs: Whenever possible, use original parts to maintain the car’s authenticity
and value.

- Seek Professional Help: For extensive restorations, consult professionals who have experience with

classic Lancias.

Conclusion

Owning a Lancia Aurelia B20 is a rewarding experience that connects enthusiasts to Italy's rich
automotive history. The owners manual is an indispensable resource for understanding the car’s
features, maintaining its performance, and troubleshooting common issues. By following the guidelines
in the manual and regularly maintaining the vehicle, owners can enjoy the timeless elegance and
remarkable performance of this classic coupe for years to come. Whether driving it on weekends or

participating in car shows, the Lancia Aurelia B20 is sure to capture the hearts of all who encounter it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Lancia Aurelia B20 owner's manual?

The Lancia Aurelia B20 owner's manual is significant as it provides essential information about the
vehicle's operation, maintenance, and specifications, helping owners understand how to care for and

drive their classic car.

Where can | find a digital copy of the Lancia Aurelia B20 owner's
manual?

Digital copies of the Lancia Aurelia B20 owner's manual can often be found on classic car forums,

specialized Lancia enthusiast websites, or through online auction sites that specialize in automotive



literature.

What are some common maintenance tips included in the Lancia
Aurelia B20 owner's manual?

Common maintenance tips in the Lancia Aurelia B20 owner's manual include regular oil changes,
checking and maintaining tire pressure, inspecting brakes and suspension components, and ensuring

the cooling system is functioning properly.

How can the owner's manual help with restoring a Lancia Aurelia

B20?

The owner's manual can aid in restoring a Lancia Aurelia B20 by providing detailed specifications,
wiring diagrams, and original component information, which are crucial for accurate restoration and

maintaining authenticity.

What type of fuel is recommended for the Lancia Aurelia B20
according to the owner's manual?

The owner's manual recommends using high-octane gasoline for the Lancia Aurelia B20 to ensure

optimal engine performance and prevent knocking.

Are there any specific tools recommended in the Lancia Aurelia B20
owner's manual?

Yes, the owner's manual lists specific tools that are useful for maintenance and repairs, including
wrenches, screwdrivers, and special tools for accessing certain engine components.

How often should | refer to the Lancia Aurelia B20 owner's manual?

You should refer to the Lancia Aurelia B20 owner's manual regularly, especially before performing

maintenance tasks, troubleshooting issues, or when planning any modifications to ensure you follow



the manufacturer's guidelines.
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