
lamb to the slaughter plot diagram
Lamb to the Slaughter plot diagram is an essential tool for understanding Roald Dahl's
captivating short story. The narrative revolves around themes of betrayal, irony, and the
complexities of human nature, all of which are encapsulated in its well-structured plot. In
this article, we will explore the various elements of the plot diagram, including exposition,
rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution, to provide a comprehensive analysis of
this compelling tale.

Understanding the Plot Diagram

A plot diagram is a visual representation of the narrative structure of a story. It typically
consists of five key components:

Exposition1.

Rising Action2.

Climax3.

Falling Action4.

Resolution5.

Each of these elements plays a crucial role in building the story and contributing to its
overall impact.

Exposition: Setting the Scene

In "Lamb to the Slaughter," the exposition introduces readers to the main characters and
the setting. The story begins in a cozy home where Mary Maloney, a devoted wife, awaits
the return of her husband, Patrick Maloney, a police officer. The atmosphere is initially
warm and inviting, highlighting Mary’s love for her husband and her dedication to their
marriage.

Key elements of the exposition include:

Mary Maloney: A pregnant woman who is portrayed as loving and caring.

Patrick Maloney: Mary's husband, who is depicted as distant and cold.



Setting: Their home, which reflects Mary’s nurturing character and the apparent
normalcy of their life together.

This foundation sets the stage for the ensuing conflict, which dramatically alters the
course of the story.

Rising Action: Building Tension

The rising action begins when Patrick arrives home and delivers shocking news to Mary:
he wants a divorce. This revelation is the catalyst for the story’s central conflict. Mary is
initially stunned and devastated, struggling to comprehend her husband's decision.

As the tension escalates, Mary’s emotional turmoil leads to an unforeseen reaction. In a
moment of rage and desperation, she grabs a frozen leg of lamb and strikes Patrick, killing
him instantly. This pivotal moment marks a significant turning point in the narrative, as it
transitions from an ordinary domestic scene to a shocking act of violence.

The rising action includes:

Patrick’s cold demeanor and the revelation of his desire for a divorce.

Mary’s emotional breakdown and the subsequent act of violence.

The immediate aftermath of the murder, where Mary must decide how to respond.

Climax: The Turning Point

The climax of "Lamb to the Slaughter" occurs when Mary Maloney devises a plan to cover
up her crime. After killing Patrick, she quickly comes up with a strategy that reveals her
cunning and resourcefulness. Instead of succumbing to panic, Mary decides to cook the
leg of lamb and serve it to the police officers who arrive to investigate her husband’s
murder.

This moment is critical as it showcases the irony of the situation. The weapon used to kill
Patrick becomes the meal that ultimately conceals the evidence, highlighting the theme of
deception. It is a clever twist that underscores Mary’s transformation from a submissive
housewife to a calculating individual who takes control of her own fate.



Falling Action: Consequences of the Climax

Following the climax, the falling action unfolds as the police officers arrive at the Maloney
home. Mary feigns shock and grief, successfully convincing the officers of her innocence.
As she interacts with them, her demeanor is calm and composed, further obscuring her
guilt.

Key elements of the falling action include:

The police investigation, where they search for clues regarding Patrick's murder.

Mary’s performance of a grieving widow, which masks her true emotions and
intentions.

The ironic moment when the officers consume the leg of lamb, unwittingly destroying
the evidence of the crime.

This section of the story highlights the successful execution of Mary’s plan and the
dramatic irony that permeates the narrative.

Resolution: The Final Twist

The resolution of "Lamb to the Slaughter" concludes with a chilling irony. As the police
officers enjoy the leg of lamb, they discuss the case and express their inability to find any
motive or evidence. Mary, listening in from the kitchen, quietly revels in her success,
having outsmarted the investigators.

This ending leaves readers with a sense of unease, as it raises questions about morality
and justice. Mary’s transformation from a victim to a perpetrator, and her ability to
manipulate the situation to her advantage, serves as a compelling commentary on the
darker aspects of human nature.

Thematic Analysis

"Lamb to the Slaughter" explores several themes that resonate throughout the plot.
Understanding these themes enhances the significance of the plot diagram:

Deception: Mary’s ability to manipulate those around her reflects the theme of
deception and the masks people wear in society.

Ironic Justice: The irony of the leg of lamb being consumed by the police speaks to
the unexpected twists of fate that can occur in life.



Gender Roles: The story critiques traditional gender roles, as Mary evolves from a
passive housewife to an empowered figure who takes her fate into her own hands.

Conclusion

In summary, the lamb to the slaughter plot diagram provides a framework for
understanding the intricate layers of Roald Dahl's short story. From the exposition that
sets the stage for conflict to the resolution that leaves readers with lingering questions,
each element contributes to the narrative's overall impact. By analyzing the plot structure,
readers can appreciate the themes of deception, irony, and the complexities of human
behavior, making "Lamb to the Slaughter" a timeless and thought-provoking tale.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict in 'Lamb to the Slaughter'?
The main conflict revolves around Mary Maloney's emotional turmoil after her husband,
Patrick, reveals he is leaving her, leading her to murder him in a moment of rage.

How does the exposition of 'Lamb to the Slaughter' set
the stage for the plot?
The exposition introduces Mary Maloney as a devoted housewife, highlighting her routine
and loving nature, which contrasts sharply with the shocking event of her husband's
murder.

What are the key rising actions in 'Lamb to the
Slaughter'?
The key rising actions include Patrick's announcement of his intention to leave Mary, her
emotional breakdown, and the subsequent murder where she kills him with a frozen leg of
lamb.

What is the climax of 'Lamb to the Slaughter'?
The climax occurs when Mary kills Patrick in a fit of rage, marking a turning point where
her life spirals into chaos and desperation.

How does the resolution of 'Lamb to the Slaughter'
reflect the story's themes?
The resolution shows Mary cleverly manipulating the investigation by cooking the murder



weapon and feeding it to the detectives, emphasizing themes of betrayal, deception, and
the unexpected nature of appearances.
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