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Lake Petenwell, located in central Wisconsin, is the second-largest lake in the state and a popular
destination for ice fishing enthusiasts. With its expansive surface area and diverse fish species, the
lake offers ample opportunities for anglers looking to experience the thrill of ice fishing. This guide
aims to provide essential information about ice fishing on Lake Petenwell, including the best times to
fish, techniques, required gear, and safety tips.

Overview of Lake Petenwell

Lake Petenwell is a man-made reservoir created by damming the Wisconsin River. It spans over
23,000 acres and features various habitats, making it an excellent environment for a range of fish
species. The lake is known for its clear waters, diverse underwater structures, and abundant
vegetation, which contribute to a thriving ecosystem.

Fish Species

When ice fishing on Lake Petenwell, anglers can expect to catch a variety of species, including:

Walleye

Bluegill

Crappie

Northern Pike

Largemouth Bass

Channel Catfish

These species are not only plentiful but also provide a range of fishing experiences, from targeting
panfish to pursuing larger game fish.

Best Times for Ice Fishing

Timing is crucial for a successful ice fishing trip. The ice fishing season on Lake Petenwell typically
runs from late December through March, depending on weather conditions. Here are some factors to
consider:



Peak Fishing Times

1. Early Season (Late December to January): This period often sees active fish as they are still
adjusting to the colder water temperatures. Anglers can expect success with both panfish and walleye
during these months.

2. Mid-Season (February): The bite can slow down somewhat in February, but this is also a good time
for targeting larger fish such as northern pike. Ice thickness is usually at its peak, providing a stable
fishing platform.

3. Late Season (March): As the ice begins to thaw, fish often become more active again. This is a
great time for crappie fishing, as they prepare for the spawn.

Ice Fishing Techniques

To maximize your chances of success on Lake Petenwell, it’s important to employ the right fishing
techniques. Here are some effective methods:

1. Drilling Holes

When ice fishing, the first step is to drill holes in the ice. Use a quality auger to create holes that are
approximately 6-8 inches in diameter. Consider drilling multiple holes to increase your chances of
finding active fish.

2. Bait Selection

The type of bait you use can significantly impact your success rate. Here are some popular bait
options for Lake Petenwell:

Live bait such as minnows, waxworms, and spikes

Jigs tipped with plastic or live bait

Artificial lures that mimic the movement of baitfish

Experimenting with different baits can help you determine what the fish are biting on that particular
day.



3. Fishing Techniques

- Jigging: This technique involves using a rod with a jig and actively moving it to attract fish. Vary your
jigging speed and depth until you find what works best.

- Tip-ups: Set up tip-ups with live bait to cover more ground. This method allows you to fish multiple
holes at once while waiting for a fish to take the bait.

- Dead Sticking: This technique involves letting your bait sit still in the water. Fish often become
curious about stationary bait, making this method effective for species like walleye.

Required Gear and Equipment

Having the right gear is essential for a successful ice fishing trip on Lake Petenwell. Here’s a list of
equipment you’ll need:

1. Ice Fishing Rod and Reel

Choose a rod and reel designed specifically for ice fishing. Shorter rods (24-36 inches) are typically
more effective in confined spaces, and a reel with a smooth drag is essential.

2. Auger

A quality auger is necessary for drilling holes in the ice. Manual and power augers are available, but a
power auger can make the process quicker and less labor-intensive.

3. Shelter

Consider investing in a portable ice fishing shelter to protect yourself from the elements. This will
provide warmth and comfort during your fishing trip.

4. Ice Fishing Accessories

Don’t forget essential accessories, including:

Ice scooper to remove slush from holes

Fishing tackle box for organizing gear



Warm clothing and layers for comfort

Ice cleats for safe movement on the ice

Fishing license and regulations booklet

Safety Tips for Ice Fishing

Safety should always be a priority when ice fishing. Here are some important tips to keep in mind:

1. Ice Thickness

Before venturing onto the ice, check the thickness. A minimum of 4 inches of clear ice is
recommended for safe fishing. Avoid areas with visible cracks or slush.

2. Dress Appropriately

Wear layers of warm clothing, including thermal underwear, waterproof outer layers, and insulated
boots. Always wear a life jacket or floatation device, especially when fishing alone.

3. Fishing with a Buddy

Whenever possible, fish with a partner. This ensures that someone is there to help in case of an
emergency.

4. Keep Emergency Gear Handy

Bring along safety equipment like a first aid kit, a whistle, and a rope. A spud bar can help test the ice
thickness ahead of you as you walk.

Conclusion

Lake Petenwell is a fantastic destination for ice fishing enthusiasts, offering diverse fish species and
stunning natural beauty. By understanding the best times to fish, employing effective techniques, and
being well-equipped and safe, you can make the most of your ice fishing experience. Whether you are
a seasoned angler or a beginner, this guide aims to enhance your adventure on Lake Petenwell. So
pack your gear, gather your friends, and head out to experience the thrill of ice fishing on this



beautiful Wisconsin lake!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best months for ice fishing on Lake Petenwell?
The best months for ice fishing on Lake Petenwell are typically December through February, when the
ice is most stable and thick enough for safe fishing.

What species of fish can I expect to catch while ice fishing on
Lake Petenwell?
Common species include crappie, bluegill, perch, walleye, and northern pike. Each species has its
peak season and preferred depths.

Do I need a fishing license to ice fish on Lake Petenwell?
Yes, a valid Wisconsin fishing license is required to fish in Lake Petenwell, including during the ice
fishing season.

What equipment do I need for ice fishing on Lake Petenwell?
Essential equipment includes an ice auger, tip-ups or jigging rods, an ice shelter, warm clothing, bait
(like minnows or spikes), and a fish finder if available.

Are there any specific regulations for ice fishing on Lake
Petenwell?
Yes, anglers should check the Wisconsin DNR regulations for specific size and bag limits for different
species, as well as any local rules that may apply.

Can I hire a guide for ice fishing on Lake Petenwell?
Yes, there are several local guides and fishing services that offer ice fishing trips on Lake Petenwell,
providing equipment and expertise.

What safety tips should I follow while ice fishing on Lake
Petenwell?
Always check ice thickness (at least 4 inches for walking), wear a life jacket, bring safety gear like a
spud bar, and never fish alone if possible.

Is there access to amenities for ice fishing on Lake Petenwell?
Yes, there are public access points around the lake, and some local businesses offer rentals for ice



houses, bait, and other fishing supplies.
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