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The Lake Michigan Circle Tour is a breathtaking journey that showcases some
of the most stunning landscapes, charming towns, and vibrant cultures around
one of North America's largest freshwater lakes. Spanning over 1,100 miles,
this tour offers travelers an opportunity to explore the beauty of the
Midwest, including scenic byways, state parks, and picturesque waterfront
communities. This guide will take you through the best routes, attractions,
and experiences that the Lake Michigan Circle Tour has to offer.

Planning Your Lake Michigan Circle Tour

Before embarking on your journey, it's essential to plan your route and the
duration of your trip. The Circle Tour can be completed in as little as a
week, but many travelers opt to take their time to fully immerse themselves
in the sights and attractions along the way.

Best Time to Visit

The ideal time to undertake the Lake Michigan Circle Tour is during late
spring to early fall (May to September). During these months, the weather is
generally warm, and all attractions are open. However, if you prefer cooler
temperatures and fewer crowds, early fall can also be a wonderful time to
visit.

Getting Started

To begin your journey, you can start at any point along the circle. Many
choose to start in Chicago, Illinois, where major airports provide easy
access for travelers from around the country. From Chicago, you can head
north along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan.

Route Overview

The Lake Michigan Circle Tour can be divided into several sections, each
offering unique attractions and experiences.

1. Chicago to Milwaukee

- Distance: Approximately 90 miles
- Highlights:
- Chicago: Experience the bustling city life, world-class museums, and iconic
architecture.
- Milwaukee: Visit the Milwaukee Art Museum, the Harley-Davidson Museum, and
enjoy local breweries.



2. Milwaukee to Sheboygan

- Distance: Approximately 60 miles
- Highlights:
- Racine: Explore the historic downtown and the SC Johnson Wax Headquarters.
- Kohler-Andrae State Park: A great spot for hiking, swimming, and
picnicking.

3. Sheboygan to Manitowoc

- Distance: Approximately 30 miles
- Highlights:
- Sheboygan: Known for its beaches and surfing culture.
- Manitowoc: Home to the Wisconsin Maritime Museum and the USS Cobia
submarine.

4. Manitowoc to Green Bay

- Distance: Approximately 40 miles
- Highlights:
- Green Bay: Famous for the Green Bay Packers, visit Lambeau Field and the
Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame.

5. Green Bay to Sturgeon Bay

- Distance: Approximately 45 miles
- Highlights:
- Door County: Known for its charming small towns, wineries, and beautiful
state parks.

6. Sturgeon Bay to Traverse City

- Distance: Approximately 150 miles (including ferry ride)
- Highlights:
- Ferry Ride: Take the ferry from Door County to Michigan's mainland.
- Traverse City: Famous for cherries, explore local vineyards and beaches.

7. Traverse City to Ludington

- Distance: Approximately 100 miles
- Highlights:
- Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore: A must-visit for hiking and
stunning views of Lake Michigan.
- Ludington State Park: Great for camping, swimming, and hiking.



8. Ludington to Muskegon

- Distance: Approximately 50 miles
- Highlights:
- Muskegon: Explore the Muskegon State Park and visit the Lakeshore Museum
Center.

9. Muskegon to Grand Haven

- Distance: Approximately 30 miles
- Highlights:
- Grand Haven: Known for its beautiful beaches and the iconic Grand Haven
Lighthouse.

10. Grand Haven to Holland

- Distance: Approximately 20 miles
- Highlights:
- Holland: Famous for its Dutch heritage, visit Windmill Island Gardens and
the annual Tulip Time Festival in May.

11. Holland to South Haven

- Distance: Approximately 30 miles
- Highlights:
- South Haven: A charming coastal town known for its picturesque lighthouse
and vibrant downtown.

12. South Haven to Benton Harbor

- Distance: Approximately 25 miles
- Highlights:
- Benton Harbor: Explore the nearby Warren Dunes State Park and local
wineries.

13. Benton Harbor to Michigan City

- Distance: Approximately 30 miles
- Highlights:
- Michigan City: Visit the Indiana Dunes National Park and the historic
lighthouse.

14. Michigan City to Chicago

- Distance: Approximately 60 miles
- Highlights:



- Return to Chicago, completing your unforgettable circle tour.

Attractions Along the Way

Throughout the Lake Michigan Circle Tour, there are countless attractions
that will enhance your journey. Here are some noteworthy ones:

State Parks: Don’t miss out on the stunning state parks along the route,
including Indiana Dunes, Ludington, and Sleeping Bear Dunes.

Local Breweries: The Midwest is known for its craft beer scene. Make
stops at local breweries such as New Glarus Brewing in Wisconsin and
Founders Brewing in Michigan.

Art and Culture: Explore local art galleries, music festivals, and
cultural events that reflect the unique heritage of the region.

Wildlife Watching: Keep an eye out for the diverse wildlife, including
birds, deer, and other native species, especially in state parks.

Travel Tips

To make the most of your Lake Michigan Circle Tour, consider the following
tips:

Pack Accordingly: Bring layers, as temperatures can vary greatly,1.
especially near the lake.

Book Accommodations Early: Popular areas can fill up quickly during peak2.
tourist season, so consider booking in advance.

Stay Flexible: Allow for spontaneous detours or additional stops along3.
the way. Some of the best experiences come from unplanned adventures.

Respect Nature: Practice Leave No Trace principles to help preserve the4.
natural beauty of the area.

Try Local Cuisine: Sample local dishes, including fresh fish and5.
regional specialties, at diners and restaurants along the route.

Conclusion

The Lake Michigan Circle Tour is much more than just a drive; it’s an
opportunity to experience the natural beauty, rich history, and vibrant
culture of the Midwest. From the bustling streets of Chicago to the tranquil
shores of Lake Michigan, each leg of the journey offers unique sights and



experiences. Whether you’re a nature lover, a history buff, or simply looking
to enjoy some scenic drives, the Lake Michigan Circle Tour is a travel
experience that you won’t soon forget. Plan your trip today and get ready to
create lasting memories along the shores of this magnificent lake.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main highlights of the Lake Michigan
Circle Tour?

The Lake Michigan Circle Tour features stunning views of the lake, charming
coastal towns, picturesque lighthouses, national parks like the Indiana Dunes
and Sleeping Bear Dunes, and recreational activities such as hiking, biking,
and boating.

How long does it take to complete the Lake Michigan
Circle Tour?

The Lake Michigan Circle Tour spans approximately 1,100 miles and can take
anywhere from 3 to 7 days to complete, depending on how many stops you make
and how long you spend at each location.

What are some recommended stops along the Lake
Michigan Circle Tour?

Recommended stops include Milwaukee, Chicago, Holland, Grand Haven, Traverse
City, and St. Joseph, each offering unique attractions, dining options, and
beautiful beaches.

Is the Lake Michigan Circle Tour suitable for
families?

Yes, the Lake Michigan Circle Tour is family-friendly, with numerous
activities and attractions suitable for all ages, including beaches, parks,
museums, and festivals.

What is the best time of year to take the Lake
Michigan Circle Tour?

The best time to take the Lake Michigan Circle Tour is during the summer
months (June to August) for warm weather and plenty of outdoor activities,
although fall (September to October) offers beautiful foliage.

Are there any guided tours available for the Lake
Michigan Circle Tour?

Yes, there are several guided tours available that can be booked through
local tour operators, offering curated experiences with knowledgeable guides
who can enhance your understanding of the area's history and attractions.
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