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The Lake House Hotel in Saylorsburg, Pennsylvania, is a historic establishment that has
served as a gathering place for families, travelers, and tourists for over a century. Nestled
in the picturesque Pocono Mountains, this hotel has a rich history that reflects the evolution
of hospitality in the region, as well as the cultural and economic changes that have shaped
Saylorsburg and surrounding areas. This article will explore the origins, growth, and
significance of the Lake House Hotel, along with its impact on the community.

Origins of the Lake House Hotel

The story of the Lake House Hotel begins in the late 19th century, a time when Saylorsburg
was emerging as a popular retreat for city dwellers seeking refuge from the urban hustle
and bustle. The Poconos, known for their natural beauty and serene landscapes, attracted
visitors who were eager to experience the outdoors.

The Founding

- The hotel was originally built in the early 1900s as a modest boarding house.

- It was established by a local family who recognized the potential of the area as a tourist
destination.

- The boarding house quickly gained popularity among visitors from nearby cities,
particularly from New York and Philadelphia.

Architectural Style and Design

The Lake House Hotel features a blend of architectural styles that reflect the tastes of the
early 20th century. Key design elements include:

- A rustic yet elegant facade that complements the natural beauty of the surrounding
landscape.

- Large porches and balconies that offer sweeping views of the nearby lake and mountains.
- Cozy, inviting interiors with wood paneling and vintage furnishings that create a warm,
welcoming atmosphere.

Development and Growth

As the years passed, the Lake House Hotel underwent several expansions and renovations
to accommodate the growing number of visitors. The establishment evolved from a simple



boarding house into a full-fledged hotel, complete with modern amenities.

Expansion in the Mid-20th Century

- In the 1940s and 1950s, the hotel expanded significantly to cater to the post-war travel
boom.

- New guest rooms were added, along with recreational facilities such as a swimming pool
and a game room.

- The hotel began to offer organized activities for guests, including fishing, hiking, and
seasonal events.

Challenges and Changes

Despite its success, the Lake House Hotel faced challenges in the latter half of the 20th
century. The rise of alternative vacation destinations, such as the beach resorts and ski
resorts in nearby areas, posed competition.

- The hotel struggled to maintain its visitor numbers during the 1970s and 1980s.
- Management began to explore new marketing strategies, including partnerships with local
businesses and event planners to attract group bookings.

Modern Era and Community Impact

The turn of the 21st century brought renewed interest in the Lake House Hotel. The
establishment became a focal point for community gatherings, celebrations, and events.

Renovations and Upgrades

In the 2000s, the hotel underwent significant renovations to modernize its facilities while
preserving its historic charm.

- Guest rooms were updated with contemporary amenities while maintaining their original
character.

- The dining options were expanded to include locally sourced ingredients, catering to the
tastes of modern travelers.

- The hotel embraced sustainability initiatives, such as energy-efficient lighting and eco-
friendly practices.

Community Events and Partnerships

The Lake House Hotel has played a vital role in the Saylorsburg community.



- It serves as a venue for weddings, family reunions, and corporate retreats, bringing
economic benefits to the local area.

- The hotel has partnered with local organizations to host events, including art shows,
farmers' markets, and charity fundraisers.

- Seasonal celebrations, such as holiday parties and summer festivals, have become

popular attractions that draw visitors from far and wide.

Significance in Local Culture

The Lake House Hotel is more than just a place to stay; it is a cultural landmark that
embodies the history and spirit of Saylorsburg. Its significance can be observed in various
aspects, including:

Historical Importance

The hotel stands as a testament to the evolution of hospitality in the Poconos. It has
witnessed the changing trends in tourism, from the early 20th-century boarding house to a
modern hotel catering to diverse clientele.

- The preservation of its historical elements has made it a point of interest for history
enthusiasts and architectural aficionados.

- It serves as a reminder of the region's rich heritage and the lifestyle of visitors and locals
over the decades.

Economic Contributions

The Lake House Hotel has contributed significantly to the local economy:

- It provides jobs for residents, from hospitality staff to maintenance and management
roles.

- The influx of visitors supports local businesses, including restaurants, shops, and
recreational activities.

- Events hosted at the hotel stimulate economic activity and promote tourism in the region.

Social Hub

As a gathering place, the hotel fosters a sense of community:

- It hosts regular social events, encouraging interaction among guests and locals.
- Community members often use the hotel for meetings, workshops, and celebrations,
reinforcing its role as a social hub.



Conclusion

The Lake House Hotel in Saylorsburg, Pennsylvania, has a rich and varied history that
reflects the broader changes in the hospitality industry and the local community. From its
humble beginnings as a boarding house to its current status as a cherished hotel, it has
adapted and thrived over the years. Today, the Lake House Hotel remains a beloved
destination for travelers seeking relaxation, adventure, and a taste of the Poconos' unique
charm. Its enduring legacy as a community focal point and its commitment to preserving its
historical roots ensure that it will continue to be an integral part of Saylorsburg's identity for
generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Lake House Hotel
in Saylorsburg, PA?

The Lake House Hotel is significant as a historic destination that reflects the architectural
styles and leisure culture of the early 20th century in the Pocono region, serving as a
retreat for visitors seeking nature and relaxation.

When was the Lake House Hotel originally built?

The Lake House Hotel was originally built in the late 1800s, with its operations evolving
throughout the years to accommodate changing tourism trends.

What are some key architectural features of the Lake
House Hotel?

The Lake House Hotel features classic Victorian architecture, including intricate woodwork,
large verandas, and picturesque views of the surrounding lake and landscape.

Who were some notable guests of the Lake House Hotel
throughout its history?

Over the years, the Lake House Hotel has hosted various notable guests, including local
dignitaries and families seeking summer vacations in the Poconos, although specific names
may vary.

How did the Lake House Hotel contribute to the local
economy in Saylorsburg?

The Lake House Hotel contributed to the local economy by attracting tourists, creating jobs
for locals, and stimulating business for nearby restaurants, shops, and recreational
activities.



What changes have occurred at the Lake House Hotel
since its establishment?

Since its establishment, the Lake House Hotel has undergone various renovations and
updates to modernize its facilities while preserving its historical charm, adapting to
contemporary hospitality standards.

Is the Lake House Hotel recognized on any historical
registers?

Yes, the Lake House Hotel is listed on local historical registers, acknowledging its cultural
and historical importance within the region.

What recreational activities are associated with the
Lake House Hotel?

Recreational activities associated with the Lake House Hotel include boating, fishing, hiking,
and enjoying the natural beauty of the surrounding Pocono Mountains.

How has the Lake House Hotel maintained its historical
integrity over the years?

The Lake House Hotel has maintained its historical integrity by carefully restoring original
features, using period-appropriate materials for renovations, and promoting its historical
narrative to guests.
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