
la posada hotel winslow az history
La Posada Hotel Winslow AZ history is a captivating tale that intertwines the rich cultural heritage
of the American Southwest with the architectural vision of one of the most innovative designers of the
20th century, Mary Colter. This historic hotel, located in Winslow, Arizona, not only serves as a resting
place for travelers but also as a testament to the region's evolution from a bustling railway town to a
popular destination for tourists seeking an authentic Southwestern experience.

The Origins of La Posada Hotel

La Posada Hotel was constructed in 1929 by the Santa Fe Railway to provide luxurious
accommodations for travelers along the famed Route 66. The hotel was designed by Mary Colter, a
pioneering architect who was renowned for her unique ability to blend Native American motifs with
modern design. Colter's work is often celebrated for its thoughtful integration into the surrounding
landscape, and La Posada is no exception.

The Vision of Mary Colter

Mary Colter was not just an architect; she was a visionary who understood the importance of
storytelling through design. Here are some key aspects of her vision for La Posada:

- Cultural Authenticity: Colter drew inspiration from Native American culture, incorporating elements
such as kiva fireplaces and adobe-style architecture.
- Natural Materials: She utilized local materials, including adobe bricks and native stone, to ensure
that the hotel harmonized with its desert surroundings.
- Artistic Touches: The interior of La Posada features hand-painted murals, handcrafted furnishings,
and a variety of art pieces that reflect the region's rich history.

The Golden Era of La Posada

During the 1930s and 1940s, La Posada Hotel became a bustling social hub, attracting celebrities,
businessmen, and travelers from across the nation. The hotel's opulent dining room and lounge
became popular gathering spots, and the hotel's location along Route 66 made it a convenient stop
for those traveling by car.


