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The Los Angeles Kings, a professional ice hockey team in the National Hockey League (NHL), have a
uniform history that reflects the evolution of the franchise and its place in the culture of Los Angeles.
Established in 1967 as part of the NHL's expansion, the Kings have undergone several significant changes
in their uniforms over the years, mirroring shifts in design trends, team branding, and fan expectations.
This article will delve into the various iterations of the LA Kings' uniforms, highlighting notable seasons,
design changes, and the impact of these uniforms on the team's identity.

Initial Years: 1967-1980

The Kings were one of six teams added to the NHL in 1967, and their original uniforms set a tone that
would be both traditional and innovative.

Original Colors and Design

- Colors: The original color scheme consisted of black, white, and a hint of gold.
- Logo: The first logo featured a simple, stylized crown, which emphasized the "Kings" name and
connected the team to the regal imagery often associated with Los Angeles.
- Uniform Style: The initial uniforms were predominantly white with black and gold accents, featuring a
straightforward and classic design.

Changes in the 1970s

The 1970s brought subtle changes to the Kings' uniforms, reflecting broader trends in sports design.

- Home and Away Jerseys: The home jersey shifted to a black base, while the away jersey retained the
white with black and gold details.
- Introduction of the Purple and Gold: In 1980, the Kings introduced a new color scheme of purple and
gold, inspired by the colors of the Los Angeles Lakers. This decision marked a significant departure from
the black-and-white design, infusing the team's identity with a more vibrant and distinctive look.



The Purple and Gold Era: 1980-1998

This period is often regarded as a golden age for the Kings, both in terms of uniform design and team
performance.

Notable Designs and Changes

- Jersey Style: The introduction of purple and gold gave rise to several memorable jersey designs, featuring
bold lettering and a more aggressive style.
- Logo Evolution: The logo evolved during this time, with a more intricate crown design that became
synonymous with the team.
- Popularity: The Kings’ uniforms became a cultural phenomenon, with many fans embracing the vibrant
purple colors, which stood out against the traditional black-and-white designs of other teams.

Stanley Cup Finals Appearance

The Kings made their first Stanley Cup Finals appearance in 1993, and their uniforms during this run
were iconic.

- 1993 Home and Away Jerseys: The Kings wore their purple home jerseys and white away jerseys, both
featuring the updated crown logo.
- Cultural Impact: The combination of the Kings' success and their vibrant uniforms helped establish a
strong identity for the franchise in the Los Angeles sports landscape.

Return to Black and Silver: 1998-2016

In 1998, the Kings made a significant shift back to a black and silver color scheme, a move that would
define the team’s identity for nearly two decades.

New Design Elements

- Modernized Logo: The new logo featured a more modern look, with a shield shape that incorporated the
team's colors and name.
- Jersey Styles: The home jerseys became predominantly black with silver accents, while the away jerseys
were white with black and silver details. This design choice was aimed at creating a more streamlined and



aggressive look on the ice.

Fan Reception and Cultural Relevance

The return to black and silver was met with mixed reactions but ultimately became accepted as part of the
Kings' identity.

- Popularity: The black and silver uniforms were embraced by fans and became a staple in sports fashion,
often seen in arenas and on the streets of Los Angeles.
- Impact on Team Performance: The Kings experienced significant success during this era, including their
first Stanley Cup victory in 2012.

Recent Developments: 2016-Present

The most recent changes to the Kings' uniforms reflect a blend of tradition and modern design principles,
aiming to cater to both legacy and contemporary tastes.

Revamped Color Scheme and Design

In 2016, the Kings unveiled new uniforms that paid homage to their rich history while incorporating
modern design elements.

- New Logo and Colors: The logo was slightly updated, maintaining the black and silver theme but with a
more streamlined and updated look, and the introduction of a new shade of purple.
- Alternate Jerseys: The Kings introduced alternate jerseys that featured their original purple and gold
color scheme, reviving nostalgic elements while appealing to a broader fan base.

Fan Engagement and Merchandise

The combination of the revamped designs and alternate jerseys has significantly impacted fan engagement.

- Merchandising Success: The new uniforms have been well-received in the merchandise market, with
fans eager to purchase the latest jerseys, hats, and other apparel.
- Community Engagement: The return to the purple and gold alternate jerseys has resonated with long-
time fans, fostering a sense of nostalgia while attracting new supporters.



Conclusion

The LA Kings' uniform history is a reflection of the team’s evolution, cultural impact, and connection to
the city of Los Angeles. From their original black and white designs to the vibrant purple and gold of the
1980s, back to the modern black and silver, and now the revival of their classic colors, each iteration of the
Kings' uniforms has contributed to the franchise's identity. The Kings have successfully navigated design
trends, fan expectations, and their own storied history, creating a unique and recognizable brand within the
NHL. As the team continues to evolve, their uniforms will undoubtedly remain a crucial aspect of their
identity, celebrating both the past and the future of the franchise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Los Angeles Kings first wear their iconic purple and
gold uniforms?
The Los Angeles Kings first wore their iconic purple and gold uniforms in 1988.

How has the Los Angeles Kings' uniform design changed since their
inception?
Since their inception in 1967, the Kings have undergone several uniform changes, notably transitioning
from a black and white scheme to the purple and gold in the late 1980s, and later adopting a black, silver,
and white scheme in the 1990s.

When did the Kings introduce their black and silver color scheme?
The Kings introduced their black and silver color scheme in 1998.

What significant change was made to the Kings' uniforms in 2011?
In 2011, the Kings updated their uniforms to feature a more modern design while retaining the black and
silver color scheme, including a new logo and streamlined look.

What is the significance of the 'NHL 75th Anniversary' patch worn by
the Kings?
The 'NHL 75th Anniversary' patch was worn by the Kings during the 2021-2022 season to commemorate
the league's 75th anniversary, celebrating the team's history and contribution to the NHL.



Which player is most associated with the Kings' purple and gold
uniforms?
Wayne Gretzky is most associated with the Kings' purple and gold uniforms, as he played for the team
during the late 1980s and early 1990s, helping popularize the franchise.

Have the Kings ever reverted to their original colors?
While the Kings have not reverted to their original colors of black and white, they have occasionally worn
throwback uniforms that feature the original colors as part of special events or nostalgia nights.
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