
korean basic words and phrases
Korean Basic Words and Phrases are essential tools for anyone looking to engage with the Korean
language, whether for travel, business, or personal interest. Understanding these basics can
significantly enhance your ability to communicate effectively and foster connections with native
speakers. In this comprehensive article, we will explore fundamental Korean vocabulary and
expressions, categorized by topics such as greetings, numbers, common expressions, and essential
verbs. By the end, you will have a solid foundation that will help you navigate everyday conversations
in Korean.

1. Basic Greetings

Greeting someone is one of the first steps to establishing a connection. Here are some essential
Korean greetings to get you started:

1.1 Common Greetings

- 안녕하세요 (annyeonghaseyo) – Hello
- 안녕 (annyeong) – Hi (informal)
- 안녕하십니까 (annyeonghasimnikka) – Hello (formal)
- 안녕히 가세요 (annyeonghi gaseyo) – Goodbye (when someone is leaving)
- 안녕히 계세요 (annyeonghi gyeseyo) – Goodbye (when you are leaving)

1.2 Goodbyes and Farewells

- 잘 가요 (jal gayo) – Take care (informal)
- 잘 가세요 (jal gaseyo) – Take care (formal)
- 다음에 봐요 (daeume bwayo) – See you next time (informal)
- 다음에 뵙겠습니다 (daeume boepgesseumnida) – I will see you next time (formal)

2. Basic Expressions

Understanding basic expressions can help you navigate daily conversations. Here are some key
phrases:

2.1 Polite Expressions

- 감사합니다 (gamsahamnida) – Thank you (formal)
- 고맙습니다 (gomapseumnida) – Thank you (slightly less formal)



- 죄송합니다 (joesonghamnida) – I’m sorry (formal)
- 실례합니다 (sillyehamnida) – Excuse me (formal)

2.2 Useful Everyday Phrases

- 네 (ne) – Yes
- 아니요 (aniyo) – No
- 괜찮아요 (gwaenchanayo) – It’s okay (informal)
- 괜찮습니다 (gwaenchanseumnida) – It’s okay (formal)
- 도와주세요 (dowajuseyo) – Please help me
- 이해하지 못해요 (ihaehaji mothaeyo) – I don’t understand

3. Numbers

Knowing numbers is essential for shopping, telling time, and many other daily activities. Here’s a
guide to basic Korean numbers:

3.1 Cardinal Numbers

- 1 – 하나 (hana)
- 2 – 둘 (dul)
- 3 – 셋 (set)
- 4 – 넷 (net)
- 5 – 다섯 (daseot)
- 6 – 여섯 (yeoseot)
- 7 – 일곱 (ilgop)
- 8 – 여덟 (yeodeol)
- 9 – 아홉 (ahop)
- 10 – 열 (yeol)

3.2 Ordinal Numbers

- 1st – 첫 번째 (cheot beonjjae)
- 2nd – 두 번째 (du beonjjae)
- 3rd – 세 번째 (se beonjjae)
- 4th – 네 번째 (ne beonjjae)
- 5th – 다섯 번째 (daseot beonjjae)

4. Essential Verbs

Verbs are critical for constructing sentences in any language. Here are some fundamental Korean



verbs:

4.1 Common Verbs

- 하다 (hada) – To do
- 가다 (gada) – To go
- 오다 (oda) – To come
- 보다 (boda) – To see/watch
- 먹다 (meokda) – To eat
- 마시다 (masida) – To drink
- 자다 (jada) – To sleep
- 읽다 (ikda) – To read
- 쓰다 (sseuda) – To write

4.2 Conjugating Verbs

In Korean, verbs conjugate based on the level of formality and tense. Here’s how to conjugate the
verb 하다 (to do) in the present tense:

- 합니다 (hamnida) – I do (formal)
- 해요 (haeyo) – I do (polite)
- 해 (hae) – I do (informal)

5. Frequently Used Questions

Asking questions is vital to any conversation. Here are some fundamental question words and
phrases:

5.1 Question Words

- 누구 (nugu) – Who
- 무엇 (mueot) – What
- 어디 (eodi) – Where
- 언제 (eonje) – When
- 왜 (wae) – Why
- 어떻게 (eotteoke) – How

5.2 Simple Questions

- 이거 뭐예요? (igeo mwoyeyo?) – What is this?
- 어디 가요? (eodi gayo?) – Where are you going?



- 왜 그래요? (wae geuraeyo?) – Why is that?
- 어떻게 지내세요? (eotteoke jinaeseyo?) – How are you?

6. Food and Dining Vocabulary

Korean cuisine is rich and diverse, making food-related vocabulary particularly useful. Here are some
essential words:

6.1 Common Food Items

- 밥 (bap) – Rice/meal
- 국 (guk) – Soup
- 김치 (kimchi) – Fermented vegetables (usually cabbage)
- 고기 (gogi) – Meat
- 과일 (gwa-il) – Fruit
- 야채 (yachae) – Vegetables
- 물 (mul) – Water
- 차 (cha) – Tea

6.2 Dining Phrases

- 메뉴 주세요 (menyu juseyo) – Please give me the menu.
- 주문할게요 (jumunhalgeyo) – I will order.
- 맛있어요 (masisseoyo) – It’s delicious.
- 계산서 주세요 (gyesanseo juseyo) – Please give me the bill.

7. Conclusion

Mastering Korean Basic Words and Phrases is a crucial step toward fluency and effective
communication. By familiarizing yourself with greetings, common expressions, numbers, essential
verbs, frequently used questions, and food-related vocabulary, you will have a solid foundation to
build upon as you continue your journey in learning the Korean language. Regular practice and usage
of these phrases will boost your confidence and enhance your ability to connect with Korean
speakers, whether in person or through digital platforms. Start practicing today, and you'll find
yourself able to engage more meaningfully with the Korean-speaking world!

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some basic Korean greetings?
Some basic Korean greetings include '안녕하세요' (annyeonghaseyo) for hello, '안녕히 가세요' (annyeonghi
gaseyo) for goodbye when someone else is leaving, and '안녕히 계세요' (annyeonghi gyeseyo) for goodbye
when you are leaving.

How do you say 'thank you' in Korean?
'Thank you' in Korean is '감사합니다' (gamsahamnida).

What is the Korean phrase for 'I love you'?
'I love you' in Korean is '사랑해요' (salanghaeyo).

How can I ask 'How much is this?' in Korean?
To ask 'How much is this?' in Korean, you say '이거 얼마예요?' (igeo eolmaeyo?).

What is the Korean word for 'food'?
The Korean word for 'food' is '음식' (eumsik).

How do you say 'excuse me' in Korean?
'Excuse me' in Korean can be said as '저기요' (jeogiyo) when trying to get someone's attention, or '실례합니
다' (sillyehamnida) in a more formal context.
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