
klipsch la scala history
klipsch la scala history traces the evolution of one of the most iconic loudspeakers in high-fidelity
audio. Known for its distinctive horn-loaded design and exceptional sound quality, the Klipsch La
Scala has played a significant role in shaping the world of audiophiles and professional sound
systems. This article explores the origins, design innovations, technical specifications, and the
ongoing legacy of the Klipsch La Scala, providing an in-depth look at its impact on the audio
industry. From its inception in the mid-20th century to its modern iterations, the Klipsch La Scala
remains a benchmark in speaker engineering. Additionally, this article covers the key figures behind
its creation, the unique technologies employed, and how the La Scala has maintained relevance in a
rapidly evolving market. Dive into the comprehensive history and technical background of this
legendary speaker to understand why the Klipsch La Scala continues to command respect and
admiration among audio enthusiasts.
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Origins of the Klipsch La Scala
The Klipsch La Scala was introduced in 1963 by Paul W. Klipsch, the founder of Klipsch Audio
Technologies. Klipsch, a pioneer in loudspeaker design, sought to create a speaker that could deliver
concert-hall quality sound in a residential setting. The La Scala was named after the famous La Scala
opera house in Milan, Italy, reflecting the speaker’s ambition to reproduce music with exceptional
clarity and dynamic range. The design was revolutionary at the time, utilizing a large folded horn to
maximize efficiency and sound projection.

Paul W. Klipsch and His Vision
Paul W. Klipsch was an engineer and inventor committed to high-efficiency loudspeaker designs. His
vision for the La Scala was to build a speaker capable of reproducing music with minimal distortion
and maximum power output, making it suitable for both home use and professional environments.
Klipsch’s background in engineering and his passion for music influenced the unique design
approach that the La Scala adopted.



Historical Context and Market Impact
During the early 1960s, most loudspeakers struggled with low efficiency and limited dynamic range.
The introduction of the Klipsch La Scala addressed these challenges by providing an alternative that
could deliver louder and clearer sound without the need for excessively powerful amplifiers. This
innovation positioned Klipsch as a leader in the audio industry and marked the beginning of a new
era in speaker design.

Design and Technological Innovations
The Klipsch La Scala’s design is renowned for its folded horn configuration, which enhances sound
efficiency and dispersion. This design allows the speaker to produce high sound pressure levels with
minimal distortion, a feature highly prized by audiophiles and professionals alike. The La Scala’s
construction incorporates advanced materials and precise engineering, resulting in a speaker that is
both robust and acoustically refined.

Folded Horn Technology
The folded horn design is central to the La Scala’s distinctive sound profile. By folding the horn
inside the cabinet, Klipsch was able to extend the horn length without increasing the external
dimensions of the speaker. This design improves bass response and overall efficiency, allowing for
greater sound output with less amplifier power. The horn also helps direct sound waves more
effectively, reducing distortion and improving clarity.

Driver Components and Materials
The original La Scala featured a 15-inch woofer for bass frequencies and a compression driver
coupled with a horn for midrange and treble. The drivers were carefully selected and engineered to
complement the horn design, ensuring seamless frequency response and minimal coloration. High-
quality materials, such as treated paper cones and durable voice coils, contributed to the speaker’s
longevity and performance consistency.

Cabinet Construction
The cabinet of the Klipsch La Scala was designed not only for acoustic performance but also for
durability and aesthetic appeal. Constructed from dense plywood with a veneer finish, the cabinet
minimized unwanted resonances and vibrations. Its large size accommodated the folded horn and
drivers, while the angled baffle enhanced sound dispersion and imaging.

Technical Specifications and Performance
The Klipsch La Scala is celebrated for its impressive technical specifications, which have made it a
favorite among audiophiles and sound engineers. The speaker’s combination of efficiency, frequency
response, and power handling sets it apart from many contemporaries and modern competitors.



Frequency Response and Sensitivity
The La Scala delivers a frequency response typically ranging from 40 Hz to 17 kHz, allowing it to
reproduce a wide spectrum of music faithfully. Its sensitivity rating of approximately 101 dB (1
watt/1 meter) is exceptionally high, meaning it can produce loud sound levels with relatively low
amplifier power. This high sensitivity is a direct result of the horn-loaded design and carefully
matched drivers.

Power Handling and Impedance
The speaker is capable of handling amplifier power in the range of 100 to 400 watts RMS, making it
suitable for both home and professional audio applications. The nominal impedance is generally 8
ohms, which ensures compatibility with a wide variety of amplifiers. These specifications contribute
to the La Scala’s versatility and robustness in different audio setups.

Sound Characteristics
The Klipsch La Scala is known for its dynamic and lively sound, with clear and detailed midrange
and treble reproduction. The bass is tight and powerful due to the horn loading, but the speaker
maintains a natural tonal balance without excessive emphasis on any frequency range. Its ability to
handle high volumes without distortion makes it ideal for critical listening and large room
environments.

Evolution and Modern Versions
Since its original release, the Klipsch La Scala has undergone several updates and reissues to
incorporate modern technologies while preserving its classic sound signature. These updates reflect
advancements in materials, manufacturing techniques, and acoustic engineering.

Reissues and Upgrades
Klipsch has periodically reissued the La Scala with improvements such as enhanced driver materials,
improved crossover networks, and refined cabinet construction. These upgrades aim to maintain the
speaker’s iconic sound while improving reliability and compatibility with contemporary audio
equipment.

La Scala II and Other Variants
The La Scala II represents a notable update, featuring a redesigned compression driver and horn
assembly for improved high-frequency performance. Other variants and limited editions have also
appeared, catering to different market segments and audio preferences while retaining the
fundamental design principles of the original.



Integration with Modern Audio Systems
Modern iterations of the La Scala are designed to integrate seamlessly with today’s audio
components, including high-powered amplifiers, digital sources, and home theater systems. Klipsch
has ensured that the La Scala remains a relevant and compelling choice for audiophiles seeking
vintage sound quality combined with modern convenience.

Legacy and Influence in the Audio Industry
The Klipsch La Scala’s legacy is marked by its enduring popularity and influence on loudspeaker
design. It set a benchmark for efficiency, clarity, and dynamic range that many manufacturers have
aspired to match. The speaker’s design principles continue to inspire innovations in horn-loaded
speaker technology.

Impact on Audiophile Culture
The La Scala has become a symbol of high-fidelity sound and engineering excellence within the
audiophile community. Collectors and enthusiasts prize original and reissued models alike, often
citing the speaker’s ability to reproduce music with unmatched realism and presence. Its continued
demand underscores the importance of its design in the history of audio reproduction.

Influence on Speaker Design Trends
The success of the Klipsch La Scala helped popularize horn-loaded speakers in both consumer and
professional markets. Its innovative use of folded horns and high-efficiency drivers influenced
subsequent speaker designs, encouraging manufacturers to explore more efficient and dynamic
sound reproduction methods. The La Scala’s design remains a reference point for engineers
developing high-performance audio systems.

Enduring Reputation
Decades after its introduction, the Klipsch La Scala maintains a reputation for excellence and
reliability. It is frequently recommended in professional reviews and remains a staple in many high-
end audio collections. Its combination of historical significance, technical innovation, and superior
sound quality ensures that the La Scala will continue to be celebrated for years to come.

Introduced in 1963 by Paul W. Klipsch

Features a folded horn design for high efficiency

Uses a 15-inch woofer and compression driver

Frequency response from 40 Hz to 17 kHz



Sensitivity of approximately 101 dB

Capable of handling 100 to 400 watts RMS power

Underwent reissues including the La Scala II

Influential in audiophile and professional audio circles

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Klipsch La Scala speaker originally introduced?
The Klipsch La Scala speaker was originally introduced in 1963 by Paul W. Klipsch, making it one of
the longest-running and most iconic models in the Klipsch lineup.

What makes the Klipsch La Scala historically significant in the
audio industry?
The Klipsch La Scala is historically significant because it was one of the first horn-loaded
loudspeakers designed for home use, delivering high efficiency and dynamic sound with minimal
distortion, which set a new standard in high-fidelity audio.

How has the Klipsch La Scala design evolved over the years?
While maintaining its original horn-loaded concept, the Klipsch La Scala has seen improvements in
materials, driver technology, and cabinet design to enhance sound clarity and durability, including
the introduction of the La Scala II and later models with modern components.

Who was the founder behind the creation of the Klipsch La
Scala speaker?
The Klipsch La Scala speaker was created by Paul W. Klipsch, an audio pioneer and the founder of
Klipsch Audio Technologies, who aimed to produce speakers with high efficiency and realistic sound
reproduction.

Why is the Klipsch La Scala still popular among audiophiles
today?
The Klipsch La Scala remains popular due to its unique horn-loaded design that delivers powerful,
dynamic sound with excellent clarity and efficiency, combined with its vintage appeal and rich
history in the high-end audio community.



Additional Resources
1. Klipsch La Scala: The Legend of a Loudspeaker
This book delves into the rich history of the Klipsch La Scala, tracing its origins from its inception in
the 1960s to its status as an iconic high-end loudspeaker. It explores the innovative design
philosophies of Paul W. Klipsch and how the La Scala revolutionized home audio. Filled with
technical insights, interviews, and vintage advertisements, this book is a must-read for audiophiles
and Klipsch enthusiasts.

2. Sound Revolution: The Story Behind Klipsch La Scala
"Sound Revolution" provides a comprehensive look at the development and impact of the Klipsch La
Scala on the audio industry. It highlights key milestones in its production and the technological
advancements that set it apart. The book also examines how the La Scala influenced speaker design
globally and retains a dedicated following today.

3. Paul Klipsch and the Birth of La Scala
This biography of Paul W. Klipsch offers an in-depth perspective on the inventor’s life and his vision
that led to the creation of the La Scala loudspeaker. Readers gain insight into Klipsch’s engineering
genius and his commitment to delivering high-fidelity sound. The narrative provides context for the
La Scala’s unique horn-loaded design and its lasting legacy.

4. Horn-Loaded Heritage: Klipsch La Scala Through the Decades
Focusing on the technical evolution of the La Scala, this book charts changes in materials, design
tweaks, and sound quality improvements across different production eras. It also includes detailed
schematics and restoration advice for vintage models. The book is ideal for collectors and those
interested in the craftsmanship behind horn-loaded speakers.

5. Iconic Audio: The Klipsch La Scala Story
This volume celebrates the cultural and audiophile significance of the La Scala, featuring stories
from owners, collectors, and sound engineers. It illustrates how the speaker has maintained its
reputation for dynamic sound and powerful presence. Photographs and personal anecdotes provide a
vivid portrayal of the La Scala’s enduring appeal.

6. Engineering Excellence: The Technology of Klipsch La Scala
A technical deep dive into the design principles and engineering breakthroughs that define the
Klipsch La Scala. This book covers the acoustic theories behind horn-loading and the specific drivers
used. It serves as both a historical record and a reference guide for audio engineers and hobbyists
interested in speaker design.

7. Vintage Audio Treasures: Klipsch La Scala Edition
"Vintage Audio Treasures" spotlights the La Scala among other classic audio equipment,
emphasizing its collector’s value and historical importance. It provides tips for sourcing,
maintaining, and restoring vintage La Scala speakers. The book also discusses the speaker’s role in
shaping high-fidelity listening experiences over the decades.

8. The Sound of Innovation: Klipsch La Scala's Impact on Audio
This book examines how the La Scala influenced the broader audio industry, including its role in
setting new standards for sound quality and speaker design. It features contributions from industry
experts and highlights the speaker’s presence in professional and home audio setups. The narrative
underscores the La Scala’s status as a benchmark for innovation.



9. Klipsch La Scala: A Collector’s Guide
Designed for enthusiasts and collectors, this guide provides detailed information on identifying
authentic La Scala models, production variations, and market values. It includes advice on
preservation, troubleshooting, and upgrading components while respecting the speaker’s original
design. The book is an essential resource for anyone seeking to own or maintain a piece of audio
history.
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