
king of the wind by marguerite henry

king of the wind by marguerite henry is a timeless classic in children's
literature that continues to captivate readers with its compelling narrative
and historical significance. This novel tells the inspiring true story of the
Godolphin Arabian, one of the three foundation stallions of the modern
Thoroughbred horse breed. Marguerite Henry's masterful storytelling brings to
life the adventures of a wild horse and the boy who cares for him, blending
history with rich characterization. In this article, the plot, themes,
characters, and historical context of king of the wind by marguerite henry
will be examined in detail. Additionally, the book’s impact on literature and
its educational value will be discussed. Readers interested in historical
fiction, animal stories, and equestrian tales will find this analysis
particularly insightful. The following sections will guide through a
comprehensive exploration of this beloved work.
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Overview of King of the Wind
King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry is a historical novel published in 1948.
It tells the story of the Godolphin Arabian, a horse that played a crucial
role in the development of the Thoroughbred breed. The novel is narrated from
the perspective of Sham, a mute boy who forms a deep bond with the horse.
This work is renowned for its vivid descriptions, emotional depth, and
accurate historical details, making it an enduring classic in children’s
literature and equestrian stories.

Genre and Audience
The book falls under the genre of historical fiction and animal biography,
appealing primarily to middle-grade readers and young adults. Its educational



nature also makes it a popular choice for school curricula focusing on
history, literature, and animal science.

Recognition and Awards
King of the Wind received the prestigious Newbery Medal in 1949, recognizing
it as the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children
that year. This award underscores the book’s literary quality and its
importance in the canon of children’s literature.

Plot Summary
The narrative of king of the wind by marguerite henry follows Sham, a mute
stable boy, and the Godolphin Arabian, a wild and spirited horse destined for
greatness. The story begins in Morocco, where the horse is born, and
chronicles his journey across continents, enduring hardships and betrayals,
before ultimately becoming one of the most influential sires in horse racing
history.

Key Events

Birth of the Godolphin Arabian in the deserts of Morocco.1.

Sham’s discovery and rescue of the horse as a foal.2.

The horse’s capture and transport to England.3.

Trials faced by Sham and the horse, including mistreatment and near4.
death.

The horse’s rise to prominence as a foundation sire of the Thoroughbred5.
breed.

Setting
The story is set in the 18th century, moving across Morocco, France, and
England. The rich historical backdrop provides authenticity and immerses
readers in the geographical and cultural diversity of the period.



Main Characters
King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry features several well-developed
characters that contribute to the depth and emotional resonance of the story.
The relationship between Sham and the Godolphin Arabian is central to the
narrative.

Sham
Sham is a mute boy of Moroccan origin who becomes the devoted caretaker of
the Godolphin Arabian. His loyalty, courage, and compassion are key drivers
in the horse’s survival and eventual success. Sham’s character represents
themes of perseverance and friendship.

The Godolphin Arabian
The horse himself is portrayed with vivid personality traits—pride, spirit,
and endurance. His journey from a wild foal to a celebrated stallion
symbolizes triumph over adversity and the importance of trust between human
and animal.

Supporting Characters

Abdallah – The original owner of the horse in Morocco.

Sir Charles – An English nobleman who plays a role in the horse’s fate.

Various stable hands and horse traders who impact the horse and Sham’s
journey.

Themes and Literary Significance
King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry explores several enduring themes that
contribute to its literary significance and educational value.

Perseverance and Courage
Both Sham and the Godolphin Arabian face numerous challenges, including
danger, separation, and cruelty. Their resilience and determination highlight
the theme of perseverance in the face of adversity.



Man and Animal Bond
The novel emphasizes the profound connection between humans and animals,
demonstrating trust, empathy, and mutual respect. Sham’s silent communication
with the horse exemplifies this unique relationship.

Historical Realism
Marguerite Henry’s meticulous research ensures that the story is historically
accurate, providing readers with insights into 18th-century equestrian
practices, geography, and social customs.

Educational Elements

Introduction to horse breeds and equestrian terminology.

Historical context of horse breeding and racing.

Geographical and cultural insights into Morocco, France, and England.

Historical and Cultural Context
The setting of king of the wind by marguerite henry reflects significant
cultural and historical aspects related to the origins of the Thoroughbred
horse breed. The Godolphin Arabian was one of three foundation stallions
brought to England that shaped modern horse racing bloodlines.

The Godolphin Arabian’s Legacy
The Godolphin Arabian was imported to England in the 18th century and became
a leading sire. His descendants dominate Thoroughbred racing pedigrees
worldwide, making the novel’s historical basis particularly meaningful for
equestrian enthusiasts and historians.

Cultural Depictions
The book offers a glimpse into Moroccan culture and the equestrian traditions
of that region, as well as the contrasting English aristocratic world of
horse racing. This cultural interplay enriches the narrative and broadens
readers’ understanding.



Author Marguerite Henry
Marguerite Henry was an American author renowned for her children’s books
about horses. Her expertise and passion for equestrian subjects are evident
in king of the wind by marguerite henry, which remains one of her most
celebrated works.

Background and Career
Henry wrote numerous horse stories during her career, often combining
historical facts with engaging fictional narratives. Her works have been
widely praised for inspiring young readers and promoting a love for animals
and history.

Writing Style and Approach
Her writing is characterized by vivid descriptions, well-researched
historical detail, and empathetic character development. This approach allows
readers to connect emotionally while learning about important historical
events and themes.

Impact and Legacy
Since its publication, king of the wind by marguerite henry has left a
lasting impact on children’s literature and the genre of animal stories. Its
blend of history and adventure continues to resonate with readers and
educators alike.

Influence on Literature
The novel helped popularize historical animal fiction and inspired numerous
similar works. It remains a standard recommendation for young readers
interested in horses and historical narratives.

Educational Uses
King of the Wind is frequently included in school reading lists to teach
history, animal science, and literary analysis. Its rich content supports
interdisciplinary learning and fosters an appreciation for storytelling.

Enduring Popularity



Numerous reprints and editions over decades.

Adaptations and references in popular culture.

Continued acclaim from literary critics and readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'King of the Wind' by
Marguerite Henry?
The main theme of 'King of the Wind' is perseverance and the bond between
humans and horses, showcasing the journey of the Arabian stallion Sham and
the boy Agba as they overcome adversity.

Who are the central characters in 'King of the
Wind'?
The central characters are Sham, the Arabian stallion also known as the King
of the Wind, and Agba, the mute boy who cares for him.

What historical period does 'King of the Wind' take
place in?
The story is set in the 18th century, following the journey of Sham from
Morocco to England and his impact on horse breeding.

How does Marguerite Henry describe the relationship
between Agba and Sham?
Marguerite Henry portrays the relationship as deeply loyal and loving,
emphasizing mutual trust and understanding despite Agba's muteness and Sham's
challenges.

Why is 'King of the Wind' considered a classic in
children's literature?
It is considered a classic due to its engaging storytelling, rich historical
context, and the emotional depth in portraying the bond between a boy and a
horse.



What lessons can readers learn from 'King of the
Wind'?
Readers learn about courage, compassion, resilience, and the importance of
kindness toward animals and others, as demonstrated by Agba and Sham's story.

Additional Resources
1. Black Beauty by Anna Sewell
This classic novel tells the story of a horse named Black Beauty, chronicling
his life from a carefree colt to his experiences with various owners. The
book highlights the challenges and kindnesses horses face, emphasizing
empathy and humane treatment of animals. It’s a touching tale that explores
the bond between humans and horses.

2. National Velvet by Enid Bagnold
National Velvet follows a young girl named Velvet Brown who dreams of winning
the Grand National steeplechase. With grit and determination, she trains her
horse, The Pie, to compete against seasoned adult riders. The story
celebrates courage, perseverance, and the special relationship between a girl
and her horse.

3. Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry
This beloved story revolves around two children and their efforts to tame a
wild pony named Misty on Assateague Island. It captures the excitement of the
annual pony swim and the bond formed between humans and wild horses. The
novel combines adventure with themes of friendship and respect for nature.

4. Brighty of the Grand Canyon by Marguerite Henry
Brighty is the story of a small burro living in the Grand Canyon, known for
his intelligence and bravery. The book follows his adventures and
interactions with the people who live and work in the canyon. It’s an
engaging tale that reveals the spirit and resilience of animals in the wild.

5. The Black Stallion by Walter Farley
After a shipwreck, a boy named Alec and a wild black stallion are stranded on
a deserted island, forming a strong bond. When rescued, Alec trains the
stallion to become a champion racehorse. The novel is an exciting exploration
of friendship, trust, and the thrill of horse racing.

6. Shy the Horse by Marguerite Henry
This story tells of Shy, a wild horse who is taken from his herd and raised
by a young boy. The novel explores themes of freedom, loyalty, and the
struggle between wild instincts and human companionship. Henry’s vivid
storytelling brings the horse’s perspective to life.

7. Stormy, Misty’s Foal by Marguerite Henry
A sequel to Misty of Chincoteague, this book follows Misty’s foal, Stormy, as
he grows and learns about the world. It delves into the challenges of growing



up and the enduring bond between the family and their ponies. The story is
filled with warmth and adventure.

8. King of the Wind: The Story of the Godolphin Arabian by Marguerite Henry
This is the original story that inspired many horse tales, focusing on the
Godolphin Arabian, one of the foundation sires of the thoroughbred breed. It
combines historical fiction with animal adventure, showcasing the endurance
and spirit of this legendary horse. The book is a rich blend of history,
culture, and equine lore.

9. War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
War Horse tells the moving story of a horse named Joey and his experiences
through World War I. Narrated from the horse’s perspective, the novel
highlights the impact of war on both animals and humans. It’s a powerful tale
of loyalty, survival, and the bonds forged in extraordinary circumstances.
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