
kids say the darndest things art
linkletter
kids say the darndest things art linkletter is a phrase that instantly evokes
memories of humorous and insightful moments captured from children’s candid
expressions. This phrase became widely popular due to Art Linkletter, a
pioneering television and radio personality who showcased the unfiltered and
often amusing things kids say. The concept highlights the innocence, honesty,
and sometimes unexpected wisdom of children, making it a captivating subject
for parents, educators, and entertainment enthusiasts alike. This article
delves into the history of "Kids Say the Darndest Things," the role Art
Linkletter played in popularizing it, and its lasting cultural impact.
Additionally, it explores how this phenomenon has evolved in modern media and
what it reveals about childhood communication. For those interested in the
intersection of childhood innocence and media, this comprehensive overview
offers valuable insights.
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History of Kids Say the Darndest Things
The phrase "Kids Say the Darndest Things" originated as a concept that
captured the spontaneous, humorous, and often profound statements made by
children. This idea was not new, but it gained widespread attention and
formal recognition through media platforms. Before becoming a television
staple, the phrase appeared in various print and radio formats, where the
candidness of children was highlighted for entertainment and educational
purposes. The popularity of children’s unfiltered comments reflected a
broader societal fascination with childhood innocence and the unique
perspectives children bring to everyday situations.

Early Uses and Origins
Initially, "Kids Say the Darndest Things" was a segment featured on radio
programs during the mid-20th century. The concept was based on the premise



that children, being less inhibited by social norms, often express thoughts
that adults find amusing or insightful. This early format laid the groundwork
for what would become a cultural phenomenon. The content typically involved
interviewing children or relaying amusing anecdotes that showcased their
candidness.

Transition to Television
With the advent of television, the format transitioned to a visual medium,
allowing audiences to see the children as well as hear their comments. This
shift enhanced the appeal by adding facial expressions and body language to
the humorous or touching statements. Television producers recognized the
potential of this concept to attract family audiences, leading to its
adaptation into a regular television series.

Art Linkletter’s Role in Popularizing the
Phrase
Art Linkletter is synonymous with the phrase "Kids Say the Darndest Things"
due to his instrumental role in bringing this concept to mainstream
television. As a seasoned radio and TV host, Linkletter had a talent for
engaging with children in a way that highlighted their natural charm and
humor. His approach combined genuine curiosity with lightheartedness, making
the interactions both entertaining and endearing.

Background and Career of Art Linkletter
Art Linkletter had a prolific career in broadcasting, notably hosting shows
such as "House Party" and "People Are Funny." His ability to connect with
audiences across age groups made him a household name. Linkletter’s interest
in children’s perspectives led him to develop segments that featured kids
answering questions or sharing their thoughts spontaneously. This innovative
idea was a perfect fit for his engaging style and contributed significantly
to his enduring popularity.

The Television Show “Kids Say the Darndest Things”
In 1959, Art Linkletter launched the television program "Kids Say the
Darndest Things," which aired on CBS. The show featured Linkletter
interviewing young children, asking them simple questions, and capturing
their often hilarious or surprisingly insightful responses. The format was
simple yet effective, relying on the authenticity of children’s speech rather
than scripted content. This program became a ratings success and cemented the
phrase as a cultural catchphrase.



Impact on Television and Popular Culture
The success of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" had a notable impact on
television programming and popular culture. It pioneered a genre of family-
friendly entertainment centered around children’s viewpoints and set a
precedent for similar shows that combined humor with genuine human interest.
The program’s appeal crossed demographic boundaries, making it a significant
part of American entertainment history.

Influence on Family-Oriented Programming
The show’s format inspired numerous family-oriented television programs that
sought to capture authentic moments from everyday life. By emphasizing
children’s honesty and humor, it encouraged producers to create content that
was both lighthearted and meaningful. This influence extended beyond game
shows and talk shows, impacting sitcoms, variety shows, and educational
programming.

Integration into Popular Culture
The phrase "Kids Say the Darndest Things" became ingrained in popular
culture, often referenced in various media contexts such as movies, books,
and advertising. It symbolized the unpredictability and charm of children’s
communication, making it a shorthand for moments of unexpected humor or
wisdom from kids. This cultural integration helped maintain the phrase’s
relevance across generations.

Psychological Insights from Children’s
Expressions
Beyond entertainment, the phenomenon of kids saying the darndest things
offers valuable psychological insights into child development and
communication. Children’s spontaneous remarks provide clues about their
understanding of the world, their cognitive processes, and social learning.
Professionals in psychology and education often analyze these expressions to
better understand childhood perspectives.

Language Development and Cognitive Growth
Children’s statements reveal stages of language acquisition and cognitive
development. Their literal interpretations, imaginative ideas, and unique
syntax showcase how they process language and concepts differently from
adults. Observing these patterns helps experts track developmental milestones
and identify areas where children may need additional support.



Emotional Expression and Social Awareness
The candidness of children also reflects their emotional states and social
awareness. Kids often express feelings and opinions without the filters
adults develop, providing insights into their immediate reactions and
thoughts. This unfiltered communication can aid caregivers and educators in
addressing children’s emotional needs more effectively.

Modern Adaptations and Legacy
The legacy of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" continues in contemporary media,
with adaptations and revivals that maintain the core concept while updating
it for modern audiences. The enduring popularity of the phrase and format
demonstrates its universal appeal and adaptability across different eras and
platforms.

Recent Television Revivals
Several recent television revivals have brought "Kids Say the Darndest
Things" back to screens, often with new hosts but preserving the original
charm. These modern versions incorporate current cultural references and
technology, appealing to today’s families while honoring Art Linkletter’s
foundational work. The format remains largely unchanged, emphasizing
authenticity and humor derived from children’s perspectives.

Digital Media and Social Platforms
The concept has also found a new home in digital media, where user-generated
content featuring children’s funny or insightful remarks goes viral on social
platforms. This democratization of content creation aligns with the original
spirit of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" by showcasing genuine moments from
everyday life. Online videos, memes, and social media posts continue to
celebrate children’s innocence and humor in a way that echoes Linkletter’s
pioneering efforts.

Humor and honesty in children’s speech1.

Art Linkletter’s interviewing style2.

Television’s role in popularizing childhood expressions3.

Psychological importance of candid communication4.

Modern adaptations and digital presence5.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Art Linkletter and what was his connection
to 'Kids Say the Darndest Things'?
Art Linkletter was a Canadian-American radio and television personality who
created and hosted the popular segment 'Kids Say the Darndest Things,' where
he interviewed children and humorously shared their candid and often amusing
remarks.

What made 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' a popular
segment in Art Linkletter's shows?
The segment was popular because it showcased the innocence and honesty of
children, often resulting in funny, surprising, and heartwarming responses
that resonated with audiences of all ages.

When did Art Linkletter first introduce 'Kids Say
the Darndest Things'?
Art Linkletter first introduced 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' in the 1940s
on his radio show before it became a recurring segment on his television
programs in the 1950s and beyond.

Has 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' been revived or
adapted since Art Linkletter's original version?
Yes, the concept has been revived multiple times, including a notable revival
hosted by Bill Cosby in the late 1990s and early 2000s, bringing the charm of
children's candidness to new generations.

What impact did 'Kids Say the Darndest Things' have
on popular culture?
The segment popularized the idea of showcasing children's unfiltered
perspectives, influencing numerous TV shows and media formats that highlight
children's humor and innocence, and remains a beloved cultural reference.

Additional Resources
1. Kids Say the Darndest Things by Art Linkletter
This classic collection features humorous and insightful quotes from
children, showcasing their innocence and unique perspectives on life. Art
Linkletter, a renowned radio and television personality, compiled these
sayings from his popular segments where he interviewed kids. The book



captures the charm and wit of children's unfiltered honesty, making it a
delightful read for parents and educators alike.

2. Childhood Wisdom: Funny and Heartwarming Quotes from Kids by Emily Harper
This book gathers a variety of amusing and touching quotes from children
around the world. It highlights the pure and often profound nature of kids'
thoughts, offering readers a refreshing look at the world through youthful
eyes. The anecdotes and quotes are perfect for anyone interested in the
candid humor and wisdom of children.

3. What Kids Really Think: Hilarious and Honest Kids’ Quotes by Sarah
Mitchell
Sarah Mitchell presents a compilation of funny and honest statements made by
children on topics ranging from family life to school and friendships. The
book is filled with laughter and unexpected insights, reminding adults to
appreciate the simplicity and honesty of kids' viewpoints. It’s a fun and
heartwarming read for families and teachers.

4. Little Voices, Big Laughs: The Funniest Kids’ Sayings by Rachel Carter
This book showcases a collection of witty and amusing quotes from children,
capturing their spontaneous humor. Rachel Carter celebrates the unique way
kids express themselves, often revealing truths that adults overlook. The
lighthearted stories and quotes make this a perfect gift for parents and
anyone who enjoys children’s humor.

5. Innocent Truths: What Children Say and What It Means by James Anderson
James Anderson explores the candid and sometimes surprising things children
say, delving into the meanings behind their words. This book combines humor
with thoughtful reflections on childhood innocence and honesty. It offers
readers insights into child psychology through real-life quotes and
anecdotes.

6. The World According to Kids: Funny and Thought-Provoking Quotes by Laura
Bennett
Laura Bennett compiles a diverse range of quotes from children that reveal
their unique views on life, society, and relationships. The book balances
humor and depth, showing how kids’ sayings can be both entertaining and
insightful. It’s an engaging read for anyone interested in the perspectives
of younger generations.

7. Kids’ Sayings: A Treasury of Wit and Wisdom by Michael Reynolds
This treasury collects memorable and funny sayings from kids, demonstrating
their natural wit and straightforwardness. Michael Reynolds provides context
and commentary, highlighting the humor and wisdom embedded in children’s
language. The book is both entertaining and enlightening for readers of all
ages.

8. From the Mouths of Babes: The Funniest Things Kids Have Said by Linda
Thompson
Linda Thompson presents a humorous anthology of children’s quotes that
capture their innocence and unintentional comedy. The anecdotes reveal the



unexpected ways kids interpret the world around them. This book is ideal for
parents, teachers, and anyone who enjoys the candidness of kids.

9. Little Minds, Big Thoughts: Amazing Things Kids Say by Jennifer Collins
Jennifer Collins celebrates the creativity and originality of children’s
thoughts through a collection of their most memorable sayings. The book
emphasizes how kids’ unique perspectives can inspire laughter and reflection.
It’s a charming and uplifting read that honors the imaginative spirit of
childhood.
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