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The Kamigawa Neon Dynasty set has brought a vibrant and futuristic twist to the Magic: The Gathering
universe. Set in a world inspired by Japanese culture but infused with cyberpunk aesthetics, this draft format
offers players a unique blend of mechanics, card synergies, and strategic gameplay. Whether you are a seasoned
drafter or new to the competitive scene, this guide will help you navigate the intricacies of drafting in
Kamigawa Neon Dynasty.

Understanding the Set

Kamigawa Neon Dynasty is a rich set that combines traditional elements of the Kamigawa lore with modern
technology. The set features a variety of mechanics, themes, and color combinations that players can exploit
during a draft.

Key Mechanics

The set introduces several mechanics that define the play style:

- Channel: A powerful ability that allows players to discard cards for an alternate effect, providing
versatility and card advantage.
- Modified: This mechanic focuses on enhancing creatures by using equipment, counters, or enchantments. It
encourages players to build around boosting their creatures.
- Ninjutsu: A returning mechanic from the original Kamigawa block, ninjutsu allows players to return an
unblocked attacking Ninja to their hand to put a different Ninja onto the battlefield, promoting aggressive
strategies.
- Vehicles: A new type of artifact that can become creatures when crewed, adding another layer of strategy
to the game.

Color Archetypes

In Kamigawa Neon Dynasty, each color has its own unique identity and strategies, allowing players to draft
around specific themes. Here’s a breakdown of each color and its archetypes:

White

- Archetype: Samurai and Modified Creatures
- Strengths: Aggressive creatures, combat tricks, and lifegain.
- Playstyle: Focus on modified creatures and utilizing the Samurai theme to pressure opponents early in the
game.

Blue

- Archetype: Spirits and Control
- Strengths: Card draw, counterspells, and evasion.
- Playstyle: Control the board with counterspells and card advantage, while deploying evasive creatures to



finish the game.

Black

- Archetype: Ninjas and Disruption
- Strengths: Removal spells, hand disruption, and evasion.
- Playstyle: Use ninjas to create tempo advantages while disrupting your opponent's plans through targeted
removal and discard.

Red

- Archetype: Aggro and Burn
- Strengths: Fast creatures, direct damage spells, and combat tricks.
- Playstyle: Apply pressure early with aggressive creatures and finish games with burn spells.

Green

- Archetype: Ramp and Modified Creatures
- Strengths: Large creatures, mana ramp, and enchantments.
- Playstyle: Utilize ramp spells to play larger threats quickly, while modifying creatures to maintain board
presence.

Drafting Strategies

Drafting in Kamigawa Neon Dynasty requires a clear understanding of not only the cards but also the overall
strategy you wish to pursue. Here are some effective drafting strategies to enhance your gameplay:

1. Know the Format

Understanding the dynamics of the draft format is crucial. Kamigawa Neon Dynasty offers a variety of
mechanics and strategies. Familiarize yourself with the top cards in each color, as well as the strongest
archetypes.

2. Prioritize Removal and Evasion

In this set, removal spells can be game-changers. Make sure to prioritize them in your draft, as they can help
control your opponent's board state. Similarly, creatures with evasion (flying, menace) are valuable for
getting through defenses.

3. Embrace Synergies

Focus on building around synergies within your chosen color. For example, if you are drafting white, look for
cards that enhance your modified creatures or boost your Samurai. Synergistic decks can often outpace more
generic builds.



4. Be Flexible

While it’s important to have a plan, being adaptable is equally essential. Pay attention to what colors are
being drafted around you and be willing to shift your strategy if needed. This flexibility can often lead to
stronger decks.

5. Pay Attention to Signals

During the draft, observe what cards are being picked by other players. If certain colors seem to be flowing
well, consider committing to that color more heavily. Conversely, if a color is being heavily contested, you
may want to pivot away from it.

Key Cards to Consider

While drafting, certain cards can be pivotal in shaping your deck. Here’s a list of some of the standout cards in
each color category:

White

- Skyblessed Samurai: A solid creature with the potential for life gain.
- Eiganjo Exemplar: A versatile creature that can become a formidable threat.

Blue

- Jenga Taxis, Progress Tyrant: A powerful creature that can disrupt your opponent's game plan.
- Disruption Protocol: A counterspell that can also be used for a card advantage.

Black

- Nashi, Moon Sage’s Scion: A ninja creature that provides card advantage.
- Invoke Despair: A powerful removal spell that can also deal damage.

Red

- Kumano Faces Kakkazan: A great early-game card that paves the way for aggression.
- Reckless Stormseeker: A strong creature with the ability to pump out damage quickly.

Green

- Boseiju, Who Endures: A land that can also serve as removal.
- Tameshi, Reality Architect: Offers card advantage and synergy with modified creatures.



Final Thoughts

Drafting in Kamigawa Neon Dynasty can be an exhilarating experience that rewards strategic thinking and
adaptability. By understanding the mechanics, color archetypes, and key cards, players can construct
powerful decks that capitalize on synergies and exploit their opponents' weaknesses. As you continue to draft
and play, remember to remain flexible and responsive to the evolving game state. Embrace the vibrant themes of
this set, and you’ll find yourself navigating the futuristic landscape of Kamigawa with finesse and skill. Happy
drafting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of the Kamigawa: Neon Dynasty set?

The primary theme of the Kamigawa: Neon Dynasty set is the fusion of traditional Japanese culture with
futuristic cyberpunk elements, highlighting a world where magic and technology coexist.

What are the key mechanics introduced in the Kamigawa: Neon Dynasty draft
format?

Key mechanics include 'Modified' (which interacts with enhanced creatures), 'Channel' (allowing cards to be
discarded for effects), and 'Ninjutsu' (enabling sneaky creature plays).

How should I prioritize card types when drafting in Kamigawa: Neon
Dynasty?

Prioritize creatures with 'Modified' abilities and synergy with 'Ninjutsu'. Additionally, consider drafting
enchantments and artifacts that enhance your board state and card draw.

What strategies are effective in a Kamigawa: Neon Dynasty draft?

Effective strategies include focusing on aggressive creature builds, utilizing 'Ninjutsu' for surprise plays, and
building around synergy with spells that enhance your modified creatures.

Are there any specific color combinations that are particularly strong in
Kamigawa: Neon Dynasty drafts?

Green-White offers strong synergy with modified mechanics, while Blue-Black excels with ninjas and evasion
tactics. Red-White provides aggressive options with artifact interactions.

What are common pitfalls to avoid when drafting in Kamigawa: Neon
Dynasty?

Avoid overcommitting to a single strategy without flexibility, neglecting to consider mana curve, and
underestimating the importance of removal spells in maintaining board control.
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