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The Dartmouth murders, often referred to in the context of “Judgment Ridge,” encapsulate one of the
most chilling and tragic events in the history of New Hampshire. This true crime narrative revolves
around a brutal double homicide that occurred in 2001, leaving a profound impact on the small, tight-
knit community of Hanover and raising larger questions about morality, justice, and the complexities
of human behavior. In this article, we will delve into the details of the case, examine the individuals
involved, and highlight the broader implications of this harrowing event.

Background of Dartmouth College

Dartmouth College, one of the prestigious Ivy League institutions, is located in Hanover, New
Hampshire. Known for its rigorous academic standards and beautiful campus along the Connecticut
River, Dartmouth attracts students from all walks of life. The college's serene environment, however,
was shattered on a fateful night in 2001.

The Incident

On June 24, 2001, two graduate students, 24-year-old Half and 23-year-old Elizabeth, were brutally
murdered in their off-campus apartment. The news of the murders sent shockwaves through the
Dartmouth community and beyond.

The Victims

- Half: A promising student and athlete, Half was known for his friendly demeanor and dedication to
his studies. He had plans to pursue a career in law and was well-liked among his peers.

- Elizabeth: A bright and ambitious student, Elizabeth was pursuing her graduate degree in
psychology. Her passion for helping others and her warm personality endeared her to many within the
community.

The Crime Scene

The crime scene was discovered by a friend who grew concerned after not hearing from the victims
for several days. Upon entering the apartment, the friend was met with a horrific sight: both Half and
Elizabeth had been brutally attacked. Subsequent investigations revealed that the murders were not
random acts of violence, but rather premeditated killings aimed at silencing the victims.



The Investigation

The investigation into the Dartmouth murders was extensive and involved multiple law enforcement
agencies. The local police, alongside the New Hampshire State Police and the FBI, worked tirelessly to
gather evidence and identify suspects.

Key Developments in the Investigation

1. Witness Accounts: Investigators collected testimonies from friends, neighbors, and

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Judgment Ridge: The True Story Behind the
Dartmouth Murders' about?
The book details the true crime story of the 2001 murders of Dartmouth College students, highlighting
the investigation, trial, and the social implications of the case.

Who were the victims in the Dartmouth murders?
The victims were Dartmouth College students, 21-year-old Kelly S. and 23-year-old John H., who were
tragically murdered in their off-campus apartment.

Who was convicted for the Dartmouth murders?
The book discusses the conviction of the murderer, a local man named Michael R. who was sentenced
for the brutal crime after a lengthy investigation.

What themes are explored in 'Judgment Ridge'?
The book explores themes of violence, the impact of crime on communities, and the complexities of
the criminal justice system.

How did the Dartmouth murders affect the college
community?
The murders shocked the Dartmouth community, leading to increased security measures and
discussions about campus safety and mental health resources.

What is the author's perspective in 'Judgment Ridge'?
The author, Jerry G. , presents a detailed narrative that combines investigative journalism with
personal accounts, aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding of the events.



Are there any notable differences between 'Judgment Ridge'
and other true crime books?
Yes, 'Judgment Ridge' is distinct in its in-depth examination of the aftermath of the murders and its
focus on the societal implications rather than just the crime itself.

What kind of research did the author conduct for the book?
The author conducted extensive interviews, reviewed court documents, and researched the historical
context of the case to provide a thorough and accurate account.
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