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josephine baker speech at the march on washington rhetorical analysis offers an insightful examination of one of
the most powerful moments during the 1963 civil rights movement. This speech, delivered by the renowned
entertainer and activist Josephine Baker, is an exemplary instance of persuasive rhetoric used to promote racial
equality and justice. By analyzing the rhetorical strategies employed in her address, this article aims to
uncover how Baker effectively communicated her message to inspire change. The speech’s use of emotional appeal,
historical references, and moral urgency highlights her skill in connecting with a diverse audience during a
pivotal event. This rhetorical analysis will also provide context about the March on Washington itself and
explore Baker’s unique role as both a cultural icon and civil rights advocate. The following sections will
break down key elements of Baker’s speech to better understand its enduring impact and significance.
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Context and Background of the March on Washington

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, held on August 28, 1963, was a seminal event in the American
civil rights movement. It brought together over 200,000 demonstrators advocating for racial equality,
economic justice, and an end to segregation. Organized by civil rights leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., A.
Philip Randolph, and Bayard Rustin, the march culminated in a series of speeches and performances on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial. Josephine Baker, a celebrated African American entertainer and activist, was among the
distinguished figures invited to speak. Understanding the historical context of the march is essential to
appreciating the gravity and urgency of Baker’s speech. The event was designed to apply pressure on political
leaders to pass civil rights legislation and to galvanize national support for racial justice.

Overview of Josephine Baker’s Speech

Josephine Baker’s speech at the March on Washington was brief but deeply impactful. Known primarily for her
groundbreaking career in entertainment, Baker used this platform to address issues of racial discrimination and
inequality in the United States. Her speech reflected a passionate call for unity and justice, emphasizing the
importance of collective action against systemic racism. Baker’s words resonated with the diverse crowd,
combining her personal experiences with broader social and political concerns. This overview sets the stage for
a detailed rhetorical analysis of how Baker’s speech functions as a persuasive piece during this historic moment.



Rhetorical Strategies in Baker’s Speech

Baker’s speech is characterized by a deliberate use of rhetorical strategies that enhance its persuasive power.
These techniques serve to engage the audience emotionally, establish her credibility, and present logical
arguments for civil rights. Her rhetorical approach can be broken down into three main categories: emotional
appeals, ethical appeals, and logical reasoning. Together, these strategies create a compelling narrative that
encourages active participation in the fight for equality.

Use of Emotional Appeals (Pathos)

One of the most prominent features of Josephine Baker’s speech is its strong emotional appeal. She connects with
the audience by evoking feelings of hope, frustration, and determination. Through vivid imagery and heartfelt
language, Baker draws attention to the lived experiences of African Americans facing discrimination. This
pathos-driven approach helps to humanize the struggle for civil rights and motivate listeners to empathize and
take action.

Personal anecdotes highlighting racial injustice

Vivid descriptions of inequality and segregation

Appeals to shared values of freedom and dignity

Calls for hope and perseverance despite adversity

Appeals to Ethics and Credibility (Ethos)

Josephine Baker’s ethos is established through her identity as a respected public figure and activist. Her career
as an entertainer who broke racial barriers in Europe lends authority to her voice on civil rights issues.
Additionally, her long-standing commitment to fighting racism underscores her moral credibility. In her speech,
Baker carefully positions herself as both a witness to injustice and a leader advocating for change, which
enhances her trustworthiness in the eyes of the audience.

Logical Arguments and Historical References (Logos)

Baker incorporates logical reasoning and historical context to substantiate her claims. She references the
foundational ideals of America, such as liberty and justice, to highlight the hypocrisy of racial discrimination.
By pointing out the inconsistency between American values and the reality of segregation, Baker appeals to the
audience’s sense of reason. Her use of historical facts and moral principles strengthens the speech’s logical
foundation, making a clear case for equality and reform.

Impact and Legacy of the Speech

The rhetorical effectiveness of Josephine Baker’s speech contributed significantly to the overall impact of the
March on Washington. Her ability to blend emotional resonance, ethical authority, and logical argumentation
allowed her message to reach a wide audience and inspire continued activism. The speech remains a powerful
example of how rhetoric can be employed to advocate for social justice and civil rights. Baker’s legacy as an
artist and activist continues to influence discussions on race, equality, and the role of public figures in
political movements.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Josephine Baker's speech at the March on
Washington?

The main purpose of Josephine Baker's speech at the March on Washington was to advocate for racial equality
and civil rights, using her platform as a famous entertainer to inspire unity and action against discrimination.

Which rhetorical devices does Josephine Baker utilize in her March on
Washington speech?

Josephine Baker employs rhetorical devices such as ethos, by establishing her credibility as a prominent African
American figure; pathos, by appealing to the audience’s emotions regarding injustice and hope; and repetition, to
emphasize key themes of freedom and equality.

How does Josephine Baker establish ethos in her speech?

Josephine Baker establishes ethos by referencing her experiences as a Black woman and artist who has faced
discrimination, thereby positioning herself as a credible and authentic voice in the civil rights movement.

What emotional appeals (pathos) are evident in Baker’s speech?

Baker’s speech evokes emotions such as empathy, pride, and determination by highlighting the struggles of
African Americans and calling for collective action to overcome racial barriers and achieve justice.

How does Baker use language to connect with her audience during the March
on Washington?

Baker uses inclusive language, personal anecdotes, and vivid imagery to create a sense of solidarity and shared
purpose among her listeners, making the message more relatable and compelling.

What role does repetition play in Josephine Baker’s rhetorical strategy?

Repetition in Baker’s speech serves to reinforce her key messages about equality and freedom, making them more
memorable and impactful for the audience.

How does Josephine Baker’s background as an entertainer influence the style
and delivery of her speech?

Her background as an entertainer contributes to a charismatic and engaging delivery style, using expressive
language and timing to captivate the audience and effectively communicate her message.

Additional Resources
1. Voices of Change: Rhetoric and Civil Rights Speeches
This book explores the powerful speeches delivered during the Civil Rights Movement, including Josephine Baker’s
impactful address at the March on Washington. It analyzes the rhetorical strategies used by key figures to
inspire action and unity. Readers gain insight into how language shaped the movement’s goals and public
perception.

2. Josephine Baker: Art, Activism, and Oratory



Focusing specifically on Josephine Baker, this book delves into her dual legacy as a performer and activist. It
provides a detailed rhetorical analysis of her speech at the March on Washington, highlighting her unique style
and persuasive techniques. The text situates her oratory within the broader context of 20th-century civil
rights advocacy.

3. Rhetorical Power in the March on Washington
This volume examines the speeches delivered during the historic 1963 march, emphasizing the rhetorical devices
that made them memorable. It includes a chapter dedicated to Josephine Baker’s speech, unpacking her use of
ethos, pathos, and logos. The book offers a comprehensive look at how rhetoric fueled the movement’s
momentum.

4. Performing Justice: Speech and Social Change
Exploring the intersection of performance and political speech, this book highlights how activists like Josephine
Baker used their stage presence to amplify their messages. It provides an in-depth analysis of Baker’s March on
Washington speech, showing how performance elements enhanced her rhetorical impact. The work underscores
the role of oratory in social justice movements.

5. Echoes of Freedom: Speeches That Shaped America
This collection features significant speeches from various American social movements, including Baker’s address
at the March on Washington. Each speech is accompanied by a rhetorical analysis that reveals the speaker’s
methods and intentions. The book situates Baker’s speech within a lineage of transformative American rhetoric.

6. The Language of Liberation: African American Speeches in the 20th Century
Focusing on African American oratory, this book analyzes speeches that contributed to the fight for civil
rights and equality. Josephine Baker’s March on Washington speech is examined as a case study for emotional
appeal and cultural resonance. The text highlights how language was a vital tool for liberation and
empowerment.

7. Historic Speeches and Their Rhetorical Impact
This book investigates the rhetorical techniques behind some of history’s most influential speeches. Josephine
Baker’s contribution to the March on Washington is analyzed for its persuasive power and stylistic elements.
Readers learn how Baker’s oratory complemented the broader goals of the civil rights movement.

8. Oratory and Identity: African American Women’s Voices
Focusing on African American women’s speeches, this book explores how figures like Josephine Baker used rhetoric
to assert identity and demand justice. It provides a detailed breakdown of Baker’s March on Washington speech,
illustrating how her voice challenged societal norms. The book celebrates the intersection of gender, race, and
rhetoric.

9. Speech and Social Movements: Strategies of Persuasion
This academic work delves into the strategies employed by social movement leaders to persuade diverse
audiences. Josephine Baker’s speech at the March on Washington is a featured example of effective rhetorical
strategy. The book offers theoretical frameworks alongside concrete analysis, making it valuable for
students and scholars alike.
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