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This is not my hat is a captivating children's picture book written and illustrated by Jon Klassen. Published
in 2012, this story features a small fish who has stolen a hat from a larger fish. With its minimalist text and
beautifully rendered illustrations, the book explores themes of theft, denial, and the consequences of one's
actions. What makes "This is not my hat" particularly engaging is not just its humorous narrative but also
the way Klassen uses visual storytelling to enhance the reader's understanding of the events taking place.
The book has won numerous awards, including the Caldecott Medal, and has become a staple in children’s
literature.

In this article, we will delve into the elements that make "This is not my hat" a standout in the realm of
children's books, exploring its plot, illustrations, themes, and impact on readers and the literary world.

Overview of the Story

"This is not my hat" follows a simple yet compelling narrative. The story begins with a small fish that has
pilfered a round, blue hat from a larger fish. The small fish confidently states that the hat does not belong to
him, even as he swims away, believing he can evade the consequences of his theft. The larger fish, who is
depicted as a calm and imposing figure, becomes the pursuit of the small fish's escapade.

Plot Summary

1. Introduction of Characters: The story introduces the protagonist, a small fish, and the antagonist, a larger
fish. The small fish’s character is portrayed with a cheeky personality, while the larger fish embodies a
sense of authority and calmness.

2. The Act of Theft: The small fish steals the hat, which sets the stage for the story's conflict. The hat,
bright and appealing, symbolizes something desirable yet unattainable for the larger fish.

3. Denial and Justification: As the small fish swims away, he reassures himself that no one will notice the
theft. This denial forms the crux of the story, as the small fish tries to convince himself that his actions are
justified.

4. The Chase: The tension builds as the larger fish begins to pursue the small fish. The illustrations depict
this chase with a sense of urgency and suspense, emphasizing the larger fish's determination.

5. Resolution: The story culminates in a moment of irony and consequence that leaves readers pondering
the fate of the small fish. The ending is open to interpretation, encouraging discussions about morality and



responsibility.

Illustration Style

Jon Klassen's illustration style is a key element that contributes to the book's success. The artwork is
characterized by its simplicity and effectiveness, employing a limited color palette that emphasizes the
emotions and actions of the characters.

Visual Storytelling Techniques

1. Use of Color: The contrasting colors of the small fish and the larger fish create a visual hierarchy that
draws attention to the characters. The blue of the hat stands out against the muted tones of the underwater
setting.

2. Facial Expressions: Klassen expertly conveys emotion through the characters' facial expressions. The
small fish often appears mischievous or anxious, while the larger fish exhibits a calm yet serious demeanor.

3. Background Detail: The underwater environment is depicted with minimal details, allowing the
characters to take center stage. This choice reinforces the focus on the narrative rather than distracting from
it.

4. Spatial Relationships: The illustrations show the physical distance between the small fish and the larger
fish, effectively representing the tension and chase in the narrative. The use of space also adds to the sense
of scale, highlighting the small fish's vulnerability.

Themes and Morals

"This is not my hat" is rich with themes that resonate with both children and adults. The story encourages
readers to reflect on their actions and the implications of their choices.

Key Themes

1. The Consequences of Theft: The primary theme revolves around theft and its repercussions. The small
fish believes he can escape without facing consequences, but the narrative suggests otherwise.

2. Denial and Self-Deception: The small fish’s refusal to acknowledge the wrongdoing illustrates how



individuals can deceive themselves to justify their actions. This theme invites readers to consider the
importance of honesty.

3. Morality and Justice: The story raises questions about morality and what it means to do the right thing.
The larger fish represents authority and justice, contrasting with the small fish's mischievousness.

4. Perspective and Interpretation: The open-ended conclusion allows for different interpretations of what
happens after the story ends. This ambiguity prompts discussions about fate, responsibility, and the nature
of consequences.

Engagement with Young Readers

The simplicity of the narrative and the depth of the themes make "This is not my hat" an excellent choice
for engaging young readers.

- Discussion Opportunities: Parents and educators can use the book to initiate conversations about morality,
consequences, and honesty. Questions such as "What do you think will happen to the small fish?" or "Is it
ever okay to take something that isn't yours?" can stimulate critical thinking.

- Visual Literacy: The illustrations serve as a tool for developing visual literacy. Children can learn to
interpret emotions and narratives through images, enhancing their understanding of storytelling.

- Encouraging Empathy: By exploring the feelings of both the small and larger fish, readers can develop
empathy for different perspectives, understanding that actions have effects on others.

Impact and Reception

"This is not my hat" has received widespread acclaim since its publication. Critics and readers alike have
praised its clever storytelling, unique artistic style, and the way it addresses complex themes in a child-
friendly manner.

Awards and Recognition

1. Caldecott Medal (2013): The book won the prestigious Caldecott Medal, awarded to the most
distinguished American picture book for children.

2. The New York Times Best Seller: It appeared on The New York Times Best Seller list, illustrating its
popularity among readers.



3. Critical Acclaim: Numerous reviews highlighted Klassen's ability to blend humor with poignant themes,
making the book a favorite among parents and educators.

Legacy and Influence

Jon Klassen's work has influenced a generation of children's literature that seeks to combine visual art with
storytelling in innovative ways. His books often explore similar themes of moral ambiguity and humor,
making them relatable and thought-provoking for young readers.

- Sequels and Spin-offs: The success of "This is not my hat" has led to further works by Klassen, including "I
Want My Hat Back" and "We Found a Hat," forming a loose trilogy that explores similar themes and styles.

- Impact on Illustrators: Klassen's unique approach to illustration has inspired many emerging artists and
authors in the field of children's literature, encouraging them to experiment with visual storytelling.

Conclusion

This is not my hat is more than just a simple children's book; it is a profound exploration of themes such as
denial, morality, and the consequences of one's actions. Jon Klassen's ability to weave a compelling
narrative with stunning illustrations makes it a timeless piece that resonates with readers of all ages. The
book's impact on children's literature is undeniable, as it continues to engage and provoke thought among
young audiences, parents, and educators alike. Through its playful yet meaningful storytelling, "This is not
my hat" invites readers to reflect on their choices, fostering a love for reading and critical thinking that will
last a lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'This Is Not My Hat' by Jon Klassen?
The main theme of 'This Is Not My Hat' revolves around the concepts of guilt, deception, and the
consequences of one's actions, as it tells the story of a small fish who steals a hat from a larger fish.

How does Jon Klassen illustrate the characters in 'This Is Not My Hat'?
Jon Klassen uses simple, expressive illustrations and minimal text to convey the personalities of the
characters, with the small fish depicted as cunning and the larger fish as calm and determined.



What narrative techniques does Jon Klassen employ in the book?
Klassen employs a first-person narrative from the perspective of the small fish, allowing readers to see
events through its eyes, while also using visual storytelling to enhance the plot and emotions.

What age group is 'This Is Not My Hat' recommended for?
The book is primarily aimed at children aged 4 to 8 years old, making it suitable for preschool and early
elementary school readers.

What awards has 'This Is Not My Hat' received?
The book received the 2013 Caldecott Medal, which honors the most distinguished American picture book
for children.

How does the ending of 'This Is Not My Hat' contribute to the story?
The ending of the book leaves readers with a sense of unresolved tension, as it suggests that the small fish's
actions may have consequences, reinforcing the themes of guilt and accountability.

What stylistic choices does Klassen make in his illustrations?
Klassen uses a limited color palette and simple shapes, creating a minimalist yet impactful visual style that
emphasizes the emotions and actions of the characters.

How does 'This Is Not My Hat' compare to Jon Klassen's other works?
Like his other works, 'This Is Not My Hat' features Klassen's signature humor and wit, along with a
playful take on moral lessons, similar to his book 'I Want My Hat Back.'

What messages can parents and educators draw from 'This Is Not My
Hat'?
Parents and educators can use the story to discuss themes of honesty, the importance of taking responsibility
for one's actions, and the idea that stealing is wrong, making it a valuable teaching tool.
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