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John W Schaum Piano Course Pre A The Green is a foundational music book designed for
young beginners who are embarking on their journey into the world of piano. This course
serves as an introduction to the basic principles of music and piano playing, providing
students with a comprehensive approach to learning that is engaging and accessible. The
book is not only well-structured but also filled with a variety of musical pieces that cater to
different skill levels, making it an ideal choice for both teachers and students.

Overview of the John W Schaum Piano Course

The John W Schaum Piano Course is a series of piano lesson books developed by John W.
Schaum, an educator and composer known for his innovative teaching methods. The Pre A
level, commonly referred to as "The Green," is the starting point in this series. It is
specifically tailored for young learners, usually in the age range of 5 to 8 years, although
older beginners can also benefit from its content.

Objectives of the Course

The primary objectives of the John W Schaum Piano Course Pre A The Green are:

1. Introduction to Basic Music Theory: The course introduces fundamental concepts such
as musical notes, rhythms, and basic dynamics.

2. Development of Motor Skills: Students learn to develop their finger dexterity and
coordination through various exercises and pieces.

3. Building Confidence: By providing simple yet enjoyable pieces, the course helps
students build confidence in their playing abilities.

4. Fostering a Love for Music: The inclusion of familiar tunes and engaging pieces
encourages students to develop a lifelong appreciation for music.

Structure of the Course

The structure of the John W Schaum Piano Course Pre A The Green is carefully designed
to guide students through a progressive learning experience.

- Lesson Layout: Each lesson typically includes:
- A warm-up exercise
- A new concept or theory



- Practice pieces that reinforce the lesson
- Review exercises to consolidate learning

- Content Breakdown: The book is organized into various sections that cover:
- Introduction to the keyboard
- Basic note reading
- Simple rhythms
- First pieces for practice
- Familiar tunes and songs

Key Features of the Course

One of the standout features of the John W Schaum Piano Course Pre A The Green is its
child-friendly approach. The book is filled with colorful illustrations and engaging content
that captures the attention of young learners. Some key features include:

Visual Elements

- Illustrated Notes: The book uses colorful illustrations to represent musical notes and
concepts, making it easier for children to understand.
- Fun Characters: Characters accompany the lessons, providing a narrative that makes
learning more enjoyable.

Progressive Skill Development

- Sequential Learning: The book progresses from simple concepts to more complex ideas,
ensuring that students build a solid foundation before moving on to more challenging
material.
- Diverse Musical Styles: It includes various musical styles, from classical to folk, which
keeps students interested and engaged.

Engagement Through Familiar Tunes

- Popular Songs: Incorporating well-known songs helps students connect with the music,
making practice sessions more enjoyable.
- Encouragement of Creativity: The book includes opportunities for improvisation and
creative expression, encouraging students to explore their musical ideas.

Benefits of Using the Course

The John W Schaum Piano Course Pre A The Green offers numerous benefits for both



students and teachers.

For Students

1. Engaging Learning Experience: The fun and colorful presentation keeps students
interested in learning.
2. Confidence Building: By mastering simple pieces, students gain confidence in their
abilities.
3. Foundation for Future Learning: The skills learned in this course are essential for
progressing to more advanced piano pieces and music theory.

For Teachers

1. Structured Curriculum: The systematic approach provides a clear pathway for teaching
young beginners.
2. Easy to Follow: The lessons are straightforward, making it easier for teachers to
present material.
3. Variety of Teaching Aids: The book includes exercises and activities that teachers can
use to reinforce concepts.

Teaching Strategies Using the Course

Incorporating the John W Schaum Piano Course Pre A The Green into teaching strategies
can enhance the learning experience for students. Here are some effective methods:

Interactive Learning

- Group Lessons: Implementing group lessons can foster camaraderie among students and
make learning more social.
- Games and Competitions: Utilizing musical games can make practice more engaging and
less monotonous.

Regular Assessment

- Progress Tracking: Regularly assessing students' progress helps identify areas that need
reinforcement.
- Feedback and Encouragement: Providing constructive feedback encourages students to
keep improving.



Incorporating Technology

- Online Resources: Supplementing lessons with online tutorials or apps can provide
additional support for students.
- Recording Performances: Encouraging students to record their playing can help them
hear their progress and make necessary adjustments.

Conclusion

In summary, the John W Schaum Piano Course Pre A The Green is an exceptional resource
for young piano students and their teachers. With its engaging layout, progressive
learning structure, and focus on building a strong musical foundation, this course stands
out as an ideal starting point for beginners. By fostering a love for music and providing
essential skills, the course prepares students for a lifetime of musical enjoyment and
success. Whether you are a teacher looking for an effective teaching tool or a parent
seeking to introduce your child to the joys of piano, this course is a valuable asset in any
musical journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the John W. Schaum Piano
Course Pre A: The Green?
The primary focus of the John W. Schaum Piano Course Pre A: The Green is to introduce
young beginners to the basics of piano playing, including note reading, rhythm, and simple
melodies.

What age group is the John W. Schaum Piano Course
Pre A: The Green designed for?
The course is specifically designed for young beginners, typically ages 5 to 7, making it
suitable for early childhood music education.

How does the John W. Schaum Piano Course Pre A: The
Green approach learning music theory?
The course introduces basic music theory concepts gradually through engaging activities
and simple exercises that reinforce understanding while students learn to play.

Are there any accompanying resources available for the
John W. Schaum Piano Course Pre A: The Green?
Yes, there are accompanying resources such as teacher guides, student workbooks, and



supplementary materials that enhance the learning experience.

What types of musical pieces are included in the John
W. Schaum Piano Course Pre A: The Green?
The course includes a variety of simple songs, folk tunes, and original compositions that
are suitable for beginners and help build confidence in playing.

Is the John W. Schaum Piano Course Pre A: The Green
suitable for self-teaching?
While it can be used for self-teaching, it is generally recommended to be used with a
teacher for optimal guidance and support, especially for young beginners.
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