JOHN PIPER LET THE NATIONS BE GLAD

JoHN PiPer’s “LET THE NATIONS BE GLAD!” IS A SEMINAL WORK THAT EXPLORES THE INTERSECTION OF MISSIONS, WORSHIP,
AND THE GLORY OF GOD. PUBLISHED IN 1993, THIS BOOK HAS PROFOUNDLY IMPACTED EVANGELICAL THOUGHT ABOUT THE
PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH AND THE ROLE OF BELIEVERS IN GLOBAL MISSIONS. PIPER, A WELL-KNOWN PASTOR, THEOLOGIAN, AND
FOUNDER OF DESIRING GOD MINISTRIES, EMPHASIZES THAT THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF MISSIONS IS NOT MERELY TO SAVE SOULS
BUT TO GLORIFY GOD BY MAKING HIS NAME KNOWN AMONG ALL NATIONS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE KEY THEMES,
ARGUMENTS, AND IMPLICATIONS OF PIPER'S WORK, PROVIDING INSIGHTS INTO ITS SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE EVANGELICAL
COMMUNITY AND THE BROADER CONTEXT OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

THe CenTrRAL THEsIs ofF “LeT THE NATIONS Be GLAD!”

PIPER'S CENTRAL THESIS IS ENCAPSULATED IN THE IDEA THAT “MISSIONS EXISTS BECAUSE WORSHIP DOESN'T.” THIS STATEMENT
UNDERSCORES THE BELIEF THAT THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF MISSIONS IS TO DRAW PEOPLE INTO A RELATIONSHIP OF WORSHIP
WITH THE LIVING GOD. FOR PIPER, THE GLORY OF GOD IS THE ULTIMATE AIM OF ALL CREATION, AND THEREFORE, ALL
EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TOWARDS MAGNIFYING HIS GREATNESS.

THe GLorY oF Gob ASs THE ULTIMATE GoAL

1. Gob’s SOVEREIGNTY: PIPER ARGUES THAT GOD’S GLORY IS REVEALED THROUGH HIS SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL CREATION. HE
EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING GOD’S ATTRIBUTES, PARTICULARLY HIS HOLINESS, JUSTICE, MERCY, AND
LOVE, AS FOUNDATIONAL FOR WORSHIP.

2. WORSHIP AS THE RESPONSE: W/ ORSHIP IS NOT MERELY A RITUALISTIC PRACTICE BUT A HEARTFELT RESPONSE TO Gob’s
REVELATION OF HIMSELF. TRUE WORSHIP LEADS TO A LIFE THAT REFLECTS GOD’S CHARACTER AND SEEKS TO GLORIFY HiM IN
ALL ASPECTS.

3. THE RoLE ofF THE CHURCH: THE CHURCH IS SEEN AS THE PRIMARY INSTRUMENT THROUGH WHICH GOD’S GLORY IS MANIFESTED.
PIPER CHALLENGES BELIEVERS TO RECOGNIZE THEIR ROLE IN PROCLAIMING THE GLORY OF GOD TO THE NATIONS.

THEe BiBLICAL BASIS FOR MISSIONS

PIPER GROUNDS HIS ARGUMENTS IN EXTENSIVE BIBLICAL THEOLOGY, DRAWING FROM BOTH THE OLD AND NEw TESTAMENTS TO
ILLUSTRATE GOD’S HEART FOR THE NATIONS.



