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John Patrick's Advanced Craps: The Advanced Player's Guide to Winning is a
comprehensive resource for anyone looking to enhance their skills in one of
the most exciting casino games. Craps, with its unique blend of chance and
strategy, has captivated players for generations. John Patrick, a seasoned
gambler and author, has dedicated his work to helping players navigate the
complexities of the game, providing insights that can elevate their gameplay
and potentially increase their winnings. This article delves into the key
concepts presented in Patrick's guide, offering an overview of strategies and
techniques that can benefit both novice and seasoned players alike.

Understanding the Basics of Craps

Before diving into advanced strategies, it's essential to understand the
fundamental mechanics of craps. The game revolves around the roll of two
dice, and players place bets on the outcome of these rolls. The game offers a
variety of betting options, each with its own odds and house edge.

The Basics of Betting in Craps

Craps features several types of bets, including:

Pass Line Bet: One of the most common bets, where players wager that the
shooter will roll a 7 or 11 on the come-out roll or establish a point
and roll it again before rolling a 7.

Don't Pass Bet: A bet against the shooter, where players win if a 2 or 3
is rolled on the come-out roll, and lose if a 7 or 11 is rolled.

Come Bet: Similar to the Pass Line bet, but can be placed after the
come-out roll.

Don't Come Bet: Works like the Don't Pass bet but can be placed after
the come-out roll.

Place Bets: Players can bet on specific numbers (4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10) to
be rolled before a 7 is rolled.

Understanding these bets is crucial, as they form the foundation upon which
more advanced strategies are built.



John Patrick’s Advanced Strategies

In "John Patrick's Advanced Craps," the author emphasizes the importance of
employing strategic betting methods to improve winning chances. Here are some
core strategies highlighted in the guide:

1. The Importance of Bankroll Management

Effective bankroll management is the cornerstone of successful gambling.
Patrick recommends players establish a clear budget before engaging in
gameplay. This includes setting limits on how much to bet per session and how
much to risk on individual bets.

Key points to consider in bankroll management include:

Set a Budget: Determine how much money you can afford to lose without1.
affecting your financial stability.

Divide Your Bankroll: Allocate your bankroll into smaller units for each2.
session to avoid overspending.

Stick to Your Limits: Resist the temptation to chase losses or go beyond3.
your predetermined limits.

2. Utilizing the Odds Bet

One of the most significant advantages in craps is the ability to take odds,
which are additional bets placed behind the Pass Line or Come bets. These
bets have no house edge, making them an excellent option for players looking
to maximize their potential winnings.

Key strategies for using the Odds Bet include:

Always take the maximum allowed odds: Different casinos have varying
limits, so be sure to take advantage of the highest odds available.

Combine Odds with Pass Line or Come bets: This strategy increases your
overall payout while minimizing the house edge.



3. Avoiding the Proposition Bets

While the excitement of proposition bets can be enticing, John Patrick warns
players against them due to their high house edge. These bets, which can be
placed on any roll of the dice, often have odds that are not favorable to the
player.

Instead, Patrick advocates for focusing on:

Pass Line and Odds Bets: These are the most reliable bets with lower
house edges.

Come and Don't Come Bets: These provide similar advantages when used
wisely.

The Psychology of Craps: Staying Focused

Another critical aspect of successful gameplay is the psychological approach
to gambling. Patrick emphasizes the significance of maintaining a disciplined
mindset. Here are some tips to help players stay focused:

1. Stay Calm and Collected

The emotional rollercoaster of winning and losing can cloud a player's
judgment. Patrick advises:

Take breaks: Regular breaks can help maintain focus and prevent1.
emotional decision-making.

Avoid alcohol: Drinking can impair decision-making abilities and lead to2.
reckless betting.

2. Stick to Your Strategy

Once you've developed a strategy, it’s crucial to stick to it. Players should
avoid making impulsive bets based on emotion or the atmosphere of the casino.



Advanced Betting Techniques

In addition to the fundamental strategies, Patrick introduces various
advanced betting techniques that can help players refine their approach to
the game.

1. The 5-Count System

The 5-Count System is a betting strategy designed to help players determine
when a shooter is "hot" or "cold." The system suggests players wait for a
shooter to make five successful rolls before placing their bets. This method
is based on the idea that streaks can occur, and waiting can help avoid
losses during a cold streak.

2. The Iron Cross Strategy

The Iron Cross is a popular betting strategy that covers multiple numbers,
offering a broader chance of winning.

To implement the Iron Cross:

Place bets on the 5, 6, and 8 to cover those numbers.

Place a Field Bet to cover 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, and 11.

This strategy can provide frequent small wins, although players must be
cautious about the risk of rolling a 7.

Conclusion

John Patrick's Advanced Craps: The Advanced Player's Guide to Winning serves
as an invaluable resource for players looking to deepen their understanding
of the game and improve their chances of winning. By focusing on effective
bankroll management, utilizing the odds bet, avoiding proposition bets, and
maintaining a disciplined mindset, players can navigate the complexities of
craps with greater confidence. Advanced strategies like the 5-Count System
and the Iron Cross can further refine one's approach, making the game not
only more enjoyable but also more strategically sound. Whether you are a
novice or an experienced player, Patrick’s insights can help you enhance your
gameplay experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key strategies outlined in 'John
Patrick's Advanced Craps' for increasing your
chances of winning?
John Patrick emphasizes the importance of understanding the odds, managing
your bankroll effectively, and employing advanced betting strategies like the
'3-point molly' and 'iron cross' to maximize your winning potential.

How does 'John Patrick's Advanced Craps' differ from
beginner guides on the game?
Unlike beginner guides that focus on the basic rules and fundamental bets,
'John Patrick's Advanced Craps' delves into complex strategies, game theory,
and psychological aspects of play that can give advanced players an edge.

Are the strategies in 'John Patrick's Advanced
Craps' suitable for all types of players?
While the strategies are designed for advanced players looking to increase
their edge, some concepts can also be beneficial for intermediate players who
want to deepen their understanding of the game.

What role does money management play in 'John
Patrick's Advanced Craps'?
Money management is a crucial aspect highlighted in the book, as John Patrick
argues that maintaining discipline with your bankroll and setting win/loss
limits can significantly impact your long-term success in craps.

Does 'John Patrick's Advanced Craps' provide
insights on the psychological aspects of gambling?
Yes, the book discusses the psychological elements of gambling, including how
emotions can affect decision-making and how players can maintain a focused
and disciplined mindset to improve their gameplay.
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